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(indestructible a c cording to a Rabbinic tradition , from which nucleus , 

man ln the future will be resurrected. See Gen. R. 28.3) and the 

source,1ts life. 

• 2 () 

(A.D. Gordbn: "Writi ngs ~ {Heb.) (1927) III , 

Judaism admonished man t o be humble , not bacause God is jealous 

of man's Dr i de but because " man's pride would bring h i m low. " (Pr. 

20 .23) It leads to contention , crualty and ~ t~uction. (Pr. 13.1) 
I I ~ ~~ ·LJlil;"1...>.--"i u,.,., ~.,.•- ,1-j ) 

Humility was highly nr i zed i n tribute paid to 

t he great?.st of the prophets , Moce s \{as that he was the humblest of 

n. 

to God! 

there 

cl R. J o~annn: "whereve r yo-;i 

power and greatne sa of the Ho_ly One . 

sness 

in the 

He 

it were , His 

conde cendlng 1 hwnil {Meg. 3Ia) 

Judai sm indeed wanted man t o be modest i n s uirit , but it did 

not thru::¼t upon man a degrading sense o f guilt ,---s.n--tme--a-s,y- eons i-en_ce _ 

omp an±oft, a. uerennia.l reminder of a sinfulness whi~h 

ls f orever at the very core of h s ersonali ty, -a---gF-0-1J.all:bng u 

miss1veness~ nv1ct1on tha.t ~are- not capable of' help ing 
/ 

~.l--v.e..s_ thr•ough e ffort , educa ion and soc ia.l activity to a better 

sel - abaeement. 

The unl vers a l moral law whi ch Judaism )r oclaimed demands much 

o f' man in t e rms of duty and sacrifice , but it gives much t o h :...in in 

terms of h i gh and independent status ignity,a.nd lnalienable rights. 

''Every man has the right to say , " de els.red an ancient teacher in 

Israel, basing himself on Genesis 5. l "this is the generation of man" 

("man" in the singular) "for my sake was the whole world created!" 



kl1 

Commonwealth, and especially by Jm li'ring b97ond the borders ot Judea 

amidst powerful alien influences. Ir. Zeitlin calls attentim to the tact 

that the only book of the Second CClllmonwealth that atreasee and arguea tor the 

doctrine of resurrection and speaks t:>f praying for the dead is the Second Book 

of Maccabees, a book written outs de of Judea around the beginning of the 

Cownon Era. (Solomon Zeitlin,"Intro. to the Second Book of the Maccabees" 

(1954) p.55) 

It is only 'With the Book of Daniel, which reflects in its seccm 

part the desperate plight or the .faithful during the religious persecutions 

of Antiochus--actually the first or their kind in Jewish history--and the 

struggle for the preservation or Judaism that the promise 

of reward rrr the righteous ~ter death and punishment for the f'ai thless 

comes into prominence. This belief had been accepted in t.he circle of the 

Hasidim and from them passed over to the Pharisees. It became a characteristic 

featUTe of subsequent apocalyptic writings, modeled after the Book of Daniel. 

With the latter., too there came into Jew:i.sh religious circles ma.ey other 

concepts and mo:les of mystic t houeht and imagery, the melodrama
1
.- the 

feverish symbolism and all the clamorous disorder of the apocalypae--which, 

if not altogether new, were in the:l.r plethora and accentuation a sharp 

deviation from earlier norms. "It is increasingly clear" writes Prof. Albright 

"that indirect paean influences entered ma:lnly through the compositions of 

eschatologists who swarmed in Jewry during the period which began w1 th Daniel 

and Enoch and which ended wlth the pocalypse and IV Esdras... Through the 

esohatologists innUJ!lerable elements cf pagan imagery and even entire myths 

entered into the literature of Judaism am Christianity." ( .F. Albright, 

"From the Stone Age to ChristianitY" (19h0) pp. 287-8) 

These apocalypses had their value and they were very popular. 



t h ings that ar ~ Ca sar •s . and to God t he things t hat are God ' s". 

(Matt. 22. 21; a l so Matt . Y'. 24 - 27) ThL .resent rdcr would e!'ldure 

unchan~ed untll i t w.-,,s e nj ed f r a ll t _me by he a · roaching · cata~ly~m , 

which would r cede th,1 .stabl .tshmen t of' the Kingd m ,? "' God . H d Jesus 

e ,,articular ·narty 
IM1\,\cl \M 

• f sn 1ak1ng a.':>ou-t n on- rPsistan .e h w ld have 
i...:.-tlt..a.~ 1 

ment oned 1 by name s h- d id :i:-n. tae eaee k t he cribes the 
I\ q,-,, 

Phar.ts ees an.d t he $a.d.ducees. "fher~ we-s t;toposi tl on..:.t,t n many circles. 
v,~ 

•~Ven omo Jg the Pharisees and ~ S.:idduc. Ni
1 

to f ri:?v::,lutiona.ry measures 

against 

u tlons. 

on nr acti ca.l A.nd no l i t i ,. .1 consider­

the ~aee with Jesu~, on ~ 

uhi l ozo hy or ~acifL~m and non-r2zistance to P.Vil . 

The ear_ly Chris';;ic.ns ' 'ollowed literally t be pe.cifis t t ach ngs 

~f their Master. The y we r e , a cift st"" in t he t tet>al s nse of t h ~' 

They offere d n o ,.,.e sis t · nee to their --;::iers":!~ut0r:3 . They ;Jr acticed non­

violen0e . They wm1ld under n o c.ir'r mste.n ..,es bear arms i n war. They 

even refused t o h:)ld l i l :::i ff ice in t h _ Romar- Em ir _ be .,,a, s e tha.t 

might .' nvo lv~ them i n coercive racti ces and in t he exercis_ of 

olic<:> nower . 11 Th-? view W.3. wid ) l y , reval ent i n the eer l y hurch that 

war is a n or gani z2d iniq:.iity with -;.rhich thG Church and the fol. l owers 

of Chr ts t can havu nothing to do . This sent i ment was exuressed , 

t hough wi h varying d:?grees of· 1-:..icidity and em~hasis , by J''.1s tin 

Martyr, Tati3n, Iren~eue , Te rtu l1 i~n , Orig~n . Athanasius, Gy~rian 

and Iact2nt i us.'' (Hastings . E .R. E. XII . 678 ) Whene ve r in 

subs quent Christ ian eenturie ... there ,. rose sects a nd movements whose 

'1Ur00 e wa t o r~turn to the pri st 1.ne tee.chings of the n rimi t i ve 

Church or t Go spel t ext and Ruthority, they ~lmos t l nvariably were 

aci f.L st a nd n on - res i r tant. This wa~ th e ca. e wt t h the Albigene .... 
\ ~\v~ 

and the Waldenses ~ the 11- 13 .• , the Lolla rds 
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I 
visits with the cruelest, unspe akab le torments o:f a hell 

the sinner and the waywar d man . Tout is not tho miss ion of 

religion at all. The mi ss ion of religion i s to liberate the 

human mind of these inherited or expe:r ienced fears; the 

mission of religion is to enab le a man to say, and say 

fortunately and exa l tingly: 'The Lord is my light a nd rny 

salv tion . Of whom need I be afraid? · 'he Lord is the 

strength of my life. Of whom need I be in fear?" 

t he miss ion of reli gion. 

Thl..t i s 

Ifs man is afraid of old age; i f a man f eels 

that his faculties ar e growing weaker , and the tide of h i s 

life i s ebb ing, and he grows afraid , it is th e function of 

religion to ste:p in and say to that man : "Pear not , I am wi th 

thee." Ol d age and youth, they are just moments in your 

eterna l pi l gr i mage. Old age may be r i cher because of its 

full er experi ences , and ma y be nobler and finer ;wi t h the 

decline of our physi cal robus tness our spiritual s elf may be 

exalted and refined . "Fear not, for I am with thee. " 

And when men are afr a id of death , of the 

dissolution and t he dec..iy of tL. e body, religion should step 

i n a.na. say. a nd he l p a man to say , "Yea , even when I walk 

thl'ough the valle y of the shadow of death , I ill fear no 

evil, for thou art with me . Thy rod and thy staff , they 

comfort me. 11 1'h ere is n o death! Noth~.ng ever di es , no thing 

is ever destroyed . God is life. And ~e who are made in the 

image of God partake of his eternity and of h i s deathlessness . 

religion . 

-10-
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OSES HAYYIM LUZZAT'ro 
Born 
Died

1

Tiberias 1746 

Teachers 1. Isaac Hayyim Cohen Cantarini, secular studies 
2. Isaiah Bassan, religious studies 

Father, a rich merchant 

Early in life organized mystic study circle to 11 save all Israel" 
through his study of the Zohar ~see the Statues and egulations' 
of t his study circle in Simon Ginzburg 1 s 11 Life11 page 165 following. ) 

In 1727, at the age of 20, the .iaggid appears to him. 

Begards himself as the ,1essiah 

Letter of his friend Jekutiel of Vilna falls into the hands 
of Rab i oses ~agiz of Altona-F.amburg, whose father Jacob Hagiz 
fought Sabbatai Sevi. Aoses Hagiz was also the bitter enemy of 

I Nehemiah Hayyun. 

Hagiz warns t he Rabbis of Venice who in turn write to Bassan. 

Bassan attempts to set Luzzatto right although he defends 
him before t he Rabbis of Venice. 

Correspondence between Luzzatto and Hagiz 
I 

Luzzatto 1 s disappointed love 

Luzzatto signs document submitting to the Rabbis of Venice 
( see Ginzburg 1 s "Life" page 63.\ 

The '.'looden Box 1 

' 
Struggle continues 

His works excommunicated by Venetian Rabbis 1736 

Luzzatto goes to rankfort on his way to Amsterdam 

Rabbi Jacob Cohen, Chief Rabbi of ankfort makes Lu.zzatto 
sign another retrac tion ( see Ginzburg 1 s "Life" page 65) 

ate of the Wooden Box ( Ginzbu.rg 1 s "Life" page 67 f 
Goes to Palestine 1743 

Luzzatto, l;lis wife and son die of the Plague in Ti berias 17l~6 

Works. 0 
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