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‘“-*¢_:93very man has the right to say,” declared an ancient teacher in

151
(1ndestruet1ble according to a Ra.bbi}uc tradition, from which mem;
man in the Puture will be resurre ed See Gen, R. 28.3) and the
source of/its life, (A.D, Gorddn: "Writings® (Heb.) (1927) III,
p. 200 ¥,
Judaism admonished man to be humble, not because God is jealous
of man's pride but because "man's pride would bring him low." (Pr.
20,23) It leads to contention, cruelty and,de?truction. Pr. 13.10)
Qa::avww )
Humility was highly prized in Judaisn;,‘ ,;' mi« ‘trivute patd to

the greatest of Sho prophets Hoses’ vas that ne was the ﬁumblest of

Ie

men. ual;ﬂ&?was by t g/Rabbjs asc

R. Johanan: Zﬂherever you gind(pentione |

Scripturgé \the power and featness of thé Holy One ,

Judaism indeed vanted man to be mcdest in spirit, but 1t did
not thrust upon man & degrading sense of gulll, an uneasy econseclence

, & perennial reminder of a sinfulness which

is lorever at the very core of ?ﬁs personality, _
o

miaa&veaess /égzgnviction that meq;ere-not capable of helping thaw=

sslﬂaa-through effort, education and socisl activity to a better

and nobler 1life, Jud.&!mPﬂ&sp8r8ggﬂbﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ“?3Trﬁubnaenoat%

The unlversal moral law which Judaism vproclaimed demands much

of man in terms of duty and sacrifice, but it glves much to him in
terms of high and Independent statusggﬁignity‘ané~45&li&nable rights



Commonwealth, and especially by

amidst powerful alien influences, Dr.

doctrine of resurrection and speaks of prayving for the dead is the Second M
of Maccabees, a book written outside of Judea around the beginning of the
Common Era. (Solomon Zeitlin,"Intro. to the Second Book of the Maccabees"
(1954) p.55)

It is only with the Book of Daniel, which reflects in its seccnd
part the desperate plight of the faithful during the religious persecutions
of Antiochus--actually the first of their kind in Jewish history--and the
bitter Wﬁl& for the preservation of Judaism that the promise
of reward for :::: righteous after death and pu:xiahmént for the faithless
comes into prominence. This belief had been accepted in the circle of the
Hasidim and from them passed over to the Pharisees. It became a characteristic
feature of subsequent apocalyptic writings, modeled after the Book of Daniel.
With the latter, too there came into Jewish religious circles many other
,aﬁ the
feverish symbolism and all the clamorous disorder of the apocalypse--which,

concepts and modes of mystic thought and imagery, the melodrama

if not altogether new, were in their plethara and accentuation a sharp
deviation from earlier norms. "It is increasingly clear" writes Prof. Albright
"that indirect pagan influences entered mainly through the compositions of
eschatologists who swarmed in Jewry during the period which began with Daniel
and Enoch and which ended with the Apocalypse and IV Esdras... Through the
eschatologists innumerable elements cf pagan imagery and even entire myths
entered into the literature of Judaism and Christianity." (W.F. Albright,
"From the Stone Age to Christianity" (19L0) pp. 287-8)

These apocalypses had their value and they were very popular.



hod
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's".
(Mett, 22,21; also Matt. 17.24-27) The oresent order would endure
unchanged until it was ended for all time by the approaching cataclysm,
which would preceds the establishment of the Kingdom of God. Had Jesus

Wind wa
e prarticular narty 1nf§n3aking about non-resistance he would have

h;fﬁu.c.w.
mentioned 1t by name as he did iﬂ:the—eeee—z; the Scribesg. the

Xr s
Pharisees and the Sadducees. There-wes anosit}on ln many cireles,

even among the Pharisees and ths Sadduceeelto:}evolutionary me&sures
against Rome but they were beased on practical and politicel consider-
ations., They wer;?ggscdrpa 0 Waithe case with Jesus, on O
phillosophy of pacifism and non-resistance to evil.

The early Christisns followed literally the pacifist teachings
. of their Master, They were pacifists in the literal sense of the 13”“““
| They offered no resistance to their persecutors, They practiced non-
violence. They would under no circumstances bear arms in war, They
even refused to hold??%%il office in the Roman Empire because that
might involve them in coercive practices and in the exercise of
police nower. "The view was widely »nrevalent in the sarly Church that
war 1s an organized iniquity with which the Church and the followers
of Christ can havé nothing to do. This sentiment was expressed,
though with varying dsgrees of lucidity and emghasis, by Justin
Martyr, Tatian, Irenseues, Tertullian. Origesn, Athanasius, Cyporian
and Lactantius." (Hastings. E.R.E.XII 1. 678) Whenever in
subsequent Christian centuries there arose sects and movements wvhose
purprose was to raturn to the pristine teachings of the vnrimitive
Church. or to Gospel text and authority, they almost invariably were
pacifist and non-rgsistant. This was the case with the Albigenees

LA M%UM A Ch ,‘-XM\ Y
and the Waldenses && the 11—137§, the Lollards of the 14-15g¢.. the
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is ever destroyed.

"ﬂﬁiéifs“ﬁith the crﬁéiest; ﬁnsﬁéékébie'tofmenés'df a hell

the sinner and the wayward man. That is not the mission of
religion at all. The mission of religion is to libersate the
human mind of these inherited or experienced fears; the
mission of religion is to enable a man to say, and say
fortunately and exaltingly: "The Lord is my light and my
salvation. 0f whom need I be afraid? The Lord is the
strength of my life. Of whom need I be in fear?" That is
the mission of religion.

If a man is afraid of o0ld age; if a2 man feels
that his faculties are growing weaker, and the tide of his
life is ebbing, and he grows afraid, it is the function ;f
religion to step in &nd say to that man: "Fear not, I am with
thee."” 014 age and youth, they are Jjust moments in your
eterna; pilgrimage. 014 age may be richer because of its
fuller experiences, and may be nobler and finer;with the
decline of our physical robustness our spiritual self may be
exalted and refined. "FPear nct,;for I am with thee.”

And when men are afraid of death, of the
dissolution and the decay of the body, religion should step
in and say, and help & man to say, "Yea, even when I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for thou art with me. 7Thy rod and thy staff, they

comfort me." There is no death! THothing ever dies, nothing

God is life. And we who &re made in the

? his eternity and of his deathlessness.
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MOSES HAYYIM LUZZATTO
Born Padua, 1707
»  Died Tiberias 1746

Teachers 1. Isaac Hayyim Cohen Cantarini, secular studies
2. Isaéiah Bassan, religious studies

Father, a rich merchant

farly in life organized mystic study circle to "save all Israel®
throuch his study of the Zohar (see the Statues and Regulations'
of this study circle in Simon Ginzburg's "Life" page 165 followino.)

In 1727, at the age of 20, the Maggid appears to him,

Regards himself as the lMessiah

Letter of his friend Jekutiel of Vilna falls into the hands
of Rabbiloses Hagiz of Altona-Hamburg, whose father Jacob Hagiz
fought Sabbatai Sevi. WMoses Hagiz was also the bitter enemy of
Wehemiah Hayyun. '

Hagiz warns the Rabbis of Venice who in turn write to Bassan,

Bassan attempts to set Luzzatto right although he defends
him before the Rabbis of Venice.

Correspondence between Luzzatto and gagiz
Luzzatto's disappointed love

Luzzatto signs document submitting to the Rabbis of Venice
(see Ginzburg's "Life" page 63.)

The Wooden Boxf

Struggle continues

His works excommunicated by Venetian Rabbis 1736
Luzzatto goes to Frankfort on his way to Amsterdam

Rabbi Jacob Cohen, Chief Rabbi of Frankfort makes Luzzatto
sign another retraction ( see Ginzburg's "Life" page 65)

Fate of the Wooden Box ( Ginzburg's "Life" page 67}
Goes to Palestine 17U3

Luzzatto, his wife and son die of the Plague in Tiberias 1746
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