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XI. THAT MEN ARE NOT EQUAL
The truths which the Founding Fathers of the American Republic

held to be self-evident, "that all men are created equal and that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights",K were
never really self-evident to any important segment of mankind at any
time, On the contrary! They always appeared as supremely unorthodox
and radical idess which had to fight their way in the world against
deenly rooted religious and metarhysical concentions, against vested
interests and powers , ageinst pseudo-scientific biologlc theories, and Acawt
all forms of rationslization. The Founding Fathers, themselves,at

the very time that they were proclaiming their heroic doctrine of

ien equality, hed only white men in mind. Among the signers of

e Declaration were those who themselves owned slaves, Slavery was
Lm?;zrated by the Constitution of the United States. It required a

: ic civil war. three-quarters of a century later, to bring about
emancipation of the negro in what was the most democratic country

- . Ir-book-nearly a hundred years more before the Supreme Court
‘&h ted States declared unconstitutional the segregation of

; d negro children in the schools of the nation. Human slavery.
sest form of h-unJinequality,was not abolished in the British
efore 1833, The Russian serfs were not emancipated before
ﬁﬁéﬂvery still exists in nractice, even where officially out-
more than one country in Asla and Africa,.

equality 15 ytill e W revolutionar? idea in the
VUhra this vot the case, our age would not now gé ravaged by
red* and confllict$ by so many acts q{(discrimination
'h. The racial restrictive laws of the Union of South

1e fierce determination of its govermment to keen

346
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