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The concept of the En Sof , as expounded in the Zohar and developed by 

later Cabb;tlists, especially Cordevero and Luria, is in the, main ~hat ~f God as tL P"""""J ~ 
, ,'a . ~ . IJ.. µ. .t , JG,. f .uC ~~ ~ 

p l'M,. . ,"1,, ~ ~~ vV-1' \ v(\~,c ~h I t t,~ .t..u' . ~ - I\ •• -rA..,__ 
the Antecedently Existing One ,.ard: th& t'1¥St Oau:se. He is Soul, self-contained, 

' 
alone with Himself', unrealized,,__ in actuality. He is tmlfmlted and perfect, 

'IJA~refara.he ea-nnot:-be regarded as the direct Creator, 

limitation and imperfection. 

implies 

-t ... 

for these, _-. ,rould qualify Him. He is unknowable and nameless, (Note: The 

\,.__ 1tc f 
name, En Sof.., - the -9nlimiteei Ofte - is ascribed to Him only because of the 

character of unlimited potentialities which appertains to His f:manation - Keter) /\ . 

tl.. 
beyond the grasp not alone of human intellect, but of all higher intelligence 

r 

as well. "To Him (the En Sof) Who unites, organizes and gives light unto all 

and Whose light traverses soul, body and garment, there cannot be ascribed 

either. change, auxiliary or number, nor the image or likeness of the Chariot, 

t 
vision or appearance (cf. Ezek. Chap I Zohar III, 250,). "The En Sof cannot 

be known" (Zohar III, 26b). "He has neither shape nor form and there is no 

vessel which could contain Him, no means to comprehend Him •••• It is forbidden 

to who seeks to comprehend Him as He was before creation, to ascribe to Him 

I 

any form or likeness whatsoever, neither the letters He and Vau, nor even the 

Holy Name nor any letter or point whatsoever •••• Woe unto the man who would 
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compare Him even to one of His own attributes, not to speak of the attributes of human 

,.. 

beings 'whose foundation is in the dust' and who perish and disappear" (Zohar II, 42b). 
, 

, IA- I ; • ("4, I 

, The unknown and unknowlfule'1:n Sof, before He realized Himself in any of 

I 
His derivative expressions, was in a sense I A-yin' - non-existant. BD,.t, as the ~r· 
~ ( 

--prima:q, unconditioned cause of all emergent life, ,te is the et wl Reality of all 

Realities. The universe derives its soul and, through a series of graduated 

objectivizations, its substance, as well, fromJ#m. 
~J., 

&It t/:e
1 

transcends the 

universe and is independent of it. 

(z..v 
and change. 

in our sense, cannot be ascribed to Him, for implies 

v} L 3 U {i. I . ( )~, 1. \ I \ J I'- · / V \ \ • J f,, / I ·-. I ,/) /, { [), 

Only in the sense of the single voluntary act by ~hich 

aculty 

e chose to 

manifest Himself in actuality, can we say of the En Sof that He willed. (Note: 

Some Cabbalists
1
like Menahem Azariah Fano1ascribed Will, as well a9 bhe namd 

l (~ ) (JU 7 f.... I l I ~ +/; 
&a ie!f Keter. • God, Himself, tmi;r-4?alled "'½'he 1:.otd -of --bhe 

~ I . , 

..W.ili-tt. The first '1.use was not the Lord of the Will but the Will itself. 

Furthermore, they maintained that there was no point in calling God En Sof 

(without end) since he never had any beginning either. It is the will of 

God that is En Sof. 

The En Sof is revealed in the Ten Sefiroth. These are His emanations, 

the stages in His journey from cosmic non-existance, through potential to 





1 

to positive existence. They are all comprised in Him as one, utterly undifferentiated 

and indistinguishable from His essence. They are 'embodied' in the En Sof like 

sparks before they are struck from the rock (Pard.es V, 4.). 

The Sefiroth, after they became manifest in the world of positive existence, 

are eternal, non-corporeal entities, distinct fllllctions, modes or dynamic elements 

of God, (Note: A sharp controversy developed among Cabbalists as to whether 

the Sefiroth represented the actual essence of the En Sof or only His instruments 

(Kalin). Menahim Recanti ( ) held the latter view motivated 

by the desire to preserve the absolute unchangeable character of God. So did 

Judah Hayyat ( ). Rabbi David hen Zimra held the former 

view ( }. Cordevero took a middle course. Accord.ing to him the 

Sefiroth are both essence and tools. The Sefiroth as tools, known to us by name, 

are God's tools. But their inner soul is essence (Pardes, Gate 4)),linked together 

conceptually divisible but actually undivided (Note: "Ten ineffable Sefiroth, 

their end is in their beginning and their beginning is in their end, as the flame 

is bound to the burning coal" (Safer Yezirah I.7). Each Sefira receives its 

influence and essence from the preceding one and transmits it to the succeeding 

one. Each is a grade more 'solid' and 'substantial' than the preceding one 

but all are moved by the one supreme Soul and all radiate the One In-dwelling 
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Light through the channel of their own distinctive colors. (Note: This favorite 

simile of the Cabbalists comparing the essential unity of the Sefiroth with the 

vari-colored rays of light which emanate from the one flame, was already well 

known in the school of the early Jewish Mystics. See 

These Sefiroty, to use classic Zoharic metaphor, are the source, the current and 

the basin of the limitless sea, and the seven rivers through which its waters flow 

or, to use another of its metaphors, they are the building material which the 

Worker employed when he went forth to his work which were fashioned out of the 

worker's own substance and built according to His own design and for His own 

ends. 

These Sefiroth are paired off. Each is a vessel, a matrix for the otbr. 

Each 'constrains' and attenuates the other and confines what might otherwise 

be the destructive excess of effulgence in the other. This pairing represents 

the concept of limitation which is a primary category of existence. (Quote) 

Through these Sefiroth, God directs his universe and through them, man's prayers 
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ascend on high. 

The first stage in the actual creative advance, the first outward move:aent 

of En Sof was the self-willed act of transition on His part from non-existence to 

potentiality. (Note: 

The En Sof became Keter (Crown). Keter is the •Chariot' by means of which the 

En Sof began his descent to the realms of actuality. Keter is not yet creation, 

only potentiality. It is Mind. It is Will. (Note: See Commentary of Eliezer 

of Worms on Sefer Yezira I, 9). 

Some did not go so far as to call Keter Mind and Will. They ascribed them 

to Hockmah (Par:'! es V, 4) ) • As the first of all the Sefiroth, Keter is also 

called the All-Ancient One, the Head, the White Head, the Long Countenance 

(Macrosprosopon) of that supernal man (Adam Quadmon or Adam Ila-a) who is the 

majestic and recondite configuration of the entire Sefiric world. Kater is the 

En Sof in His capacity as the inexhaustible seed-bed of substance, volition 

and embodiment. Like the En Sof, Keter who is His complete and perfect reflection, 

I • t-1, also unmanifest and undefinable. He, too, is 'A-yin', non-ex1stant (Zohar III, 129a). 

Nevertheless, Keter is distinguished from En Sofar as effect is distinguished from 
i rt I , 1 ~. fvf 

cause. There was a 1 time' when Keter was not, whereas, En Sof always was. (Note: 
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Some Cabba.lists, Luria among them, do not include Keter among the Ten Sefiroth 

but regard it as a manifestation of Divinity which transcends the world of Emanation. 

The role of Keter among them is assumed by the second Sefira, Hockmah, (Wisdom) 

which becomes the head of the Sefirio Decad). The Decad is completed by the 

addition of a Sefira called Daath {Shem Tov)in his Sefer Ha-Emunoth, Gate IV, Chapt. 1 -

see Cordevero's attack upon the Pardes, Gate III. Also Irgas, Shomer Emunim, page 22a. 

The actual process of Creation was channeled through the next two parallel 

Sefiroth, Hockmah (Wisdom) and Binah (Understanding). "Through the power of 

Hockmah and Binah was the world founded". (Ibn Dior - introduction to his Commentary 

Sefer Yezira 4a). Hockmah is represented as a mysterious and primordial luminous 

'point', a 'Yod', struck within the void, formed by the concentration of the En Sof 

within himself. (Note: Sometimes it is Kater which is regarded as the first 

'point', Hockmah as the second and Binah as the third). It is "Reshith", the 

'Beginning', the current of activity within the inexhaustible sea of potential 

existence. Hockmah and Binah are Mind and Will in operation. Hockman is the 

active principle of being. Binah, the passive. The first is Father. The other, 

Mother. The two joined in perpetual and inseparable union create life. 

With Hockman and Binah, the principle of bipolarity and equilibrium is introduced 

( ). (Zohar II, 176b. See also Sefer Yezira, II, land 

Chapter 5). Basic to all Creation is differ entiation and harmonization, the 
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union of opposites. In the counterpo~se of Hockmah and Binah is the secret of creative 

continuity, the possibility of an enduring cosmological construction. There were 

Sefiric worlds before the present but they were re-absorbed into non-existence 

and 'perished) because they were were deficient in balance and limitation. (Note: 

This doctrine is also found in 

In Cabbalistic terminology, this is represented in the symbolism of the ~omite 

kings who ruled before the kings of Israel and who died (Genesis XXXVI.51 ff. 

See Zohar III, 155a; 291b). Only after the principle of balance and limitation 

was established in the universe ( ) could the universe endure. 

i!qitity must be divided if novel entities are to be formed. The original androgyneity 

of Adam, 'male and female created He him", had to be disjoined . to establish 

reproductive continuity in the world. 

Hockmah and Binah represent the two scales of the balance and they are 

poised at a point called (Daath (Reason, Knowledge). Daath, however, is not a 

separate Sefira {Note: This is Cordevero.1 s view ( ). Luria, 

however, does regard Daath as a Sefira - as the third ( ) . 

It is the nexus of Hockmah and Binah and, in a sense also their 'offspring' (Zahar III, 

291a). 

With Hockmah, the Short countenance (Ze-'er Ampin, Microprosopon) that is 

the world of phenomenon begins. Hockmah is the Head, the Brains of the eight 
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Sefiroth below Keter, comprised within the Ze-1 er Ampin. Through thirty-two 

roads of causality does Hockmah move to effect the work of Creation (Safer Yezirah). 

The three Sefiroth, Keter, Hockmah and Binah, called generically, Keter, 

constitute the first of the three triads into which the Sefiroth are divided. 

This triad may be said to represent the thought forces of the universe. The 

second triad is called Tifereth and comprised Hesed (Mercy), Geburah or Pahad 

(Justice), and Tifereth (Beauty). Note: Here, again, is the balance. This time 

in the moral sphere between rigid justice and boundless mercy merged into 

Tifereth which is sometimes called Rahamim (Kindness, Mildness). This triad 

represents the moral principles of the universe. Tifereth is also called the 

Holy King (Malka Quadisha). The third triad is composed of Nezah (Firmness), 

(Hod, (~plendor) and Yesod (Foundation), representing the physical potencies of 

the universe. This last triad bears the name of the tenth Sefira, Malkuth 

(Kingdom), which because it is the last, is by way of a summation of all the 

ten Sefiroth. It is also called the Queen (Malkuta), the matron, Matronita, 

Metatron Atarah (Diadem), the inferior Mother (Binah being the superior and the 

Shekinah). 

The complex of these three triads, Keter, Tifereth andMalkuth - the Crown, 

the King and the Queen, constitutes the supreme Trinity. It is to this Trinity 

and more particularly through the union of the last two - the King and the Queen -
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that all the higher and lower worlds were created. 
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The concept of t~e En Sof, ae expounded 1n the Zohar and developed 
VA ~ I (. 

1ateri Ca~Qaliete, especially Cordevere anct ~uria is that of God as 
I I 

ence, 

ael~c1ntained, alone wit Himself, unrealized in bctuality. He is unlimit-

ed and perfect, wnerefore He cannot ~e regarded as the direct creator, for 

creation i.m".:)lies limitation and i.mperfecti:)n. Jfor a&.n one speak of t1.e 

citributes Gr properltieo of t'1e En Sof, for t 11ese ,too, would qualify ~nd de-
(,.,uk- ~ --------._ 

f eri:ninate Him. He is unknowable, l.mdefinab:.e and nameless'/\ beyond the 

grasp not alone of human intellect but of all higher intelligences as well. 

unto all , "To Him( t11e En Sof) who unites, organizes B:tl and gives light 
o.,Q.R 

and whose light traverses soul, body and garment, there c&nnot 
/; 

~ ~ e~ 

ei t'1er change1 auxiliary or nunibe~ 1br 

Tision or appearance (Ezek. chap.I). 

the image or likeness af Chariot, 
~ 
'fh:e mina may conceive of higher and 

l wer ranks( wqiob i~ impliei in the simil7e ef the ChariGt), in connection \ 

with Hi• but there is none who riaes upon Him (ie. there is none abeTe HI 

( Zohar III, 230•)" The En Sof @nnet "be known••. ( Zehar III, 26•) " He has 

neither shape nor ferm, and t~ere is no vessel which could c~ntain Him, 

no means t• c~mprehend Him ••••• j t ie f9r9idden for on~ who seeks t• cem

preheaa Him
1
as He was •efere creati,n, to ascriae te Him any fer er like

ness whatseever,neither the letters H~ ani Vau, nor even the Hely Naae 

ner any letter 0r peint wnat~oeTer •••• Wee unP• the man who wouli compare 

Him even ts one of His ewn attriautes, not t speak of the attributes •f 

auman beingsk ' wh•~~ feundation is in the duet•, ant who perish ani die-

1 Hiaself 

H l 

The En Sef, Qefere He realizes in any of Hle deriTatiTe expre■■• n 

iens 
I 
is 

One) i• 

in a sense-' i-yin1--n•ixietJnt_. , The ter,~n Sof-l_the Unlimi tect ~ 
applied te Him enly becauee~f the character of unli~itei petential,} 

V 
itie ■ which are in His first e11anatien. But as t~e m-ima~y,uncenditionet 

~ ~ q~(~i 
cause of all emergent life He i ■ A~au-b.z:fi;'I1Miv 1 1i~le,Changeleee, and Stt-

~ · • Th 1· erse deriTes 1·t•• •oul and
1
through a eerie• of ~am• :11o;£l ■ 1oenee, · . e un T "' 
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(2) 

~raiuatei objectiTezatiene, it' ■ au■stanoe as well,fr lf(Hia, ■ut He 
tranaceni■ it and is independent of it. 

Wiil, in enr sense1 c.__annot lte aecribed ta Him fer ~~mpliea 

facult;_;:nd chant•• Only_ in the sense ef the singl~~ which~e chose 

t• ~ Himeelf Mfl~ .,wAieil .aot w.aa ~oJuntary aine aet cempnl•• iFY 

can we eay ~the En Sef~. Seme Caltbalists like Uenahe~zariaaL-
. . ~ w.u~ 'ft. m~ ~ fciJ-- ~,h T r 

Fane,aecr1oei \4-Al~(t• the ne&;•a first eJl6llatien
1
ana e&lleA it •n B•f, 

while the eity Hiaself they callei "the ieri ef the ""-11". ~ e,._..,~ 
~ -

:-ertrof the ~11 th.at i ■ tlcut First Ca-uee,4\11i -4°R8 wiii~ the artjfi car 
/ 

&t cu1gu1tP&&ti,ni (Zimzm:if) nt flf"e in. There ie ne p0int
1 

they maintainea.
1 

in calling the <l eity ~ En Sef ( bth.th•ut ~i) when He neTer hat any lte

ginnin~. (Ineert here the hehrew quotatiens •f Fan•) 

The emanati•ne •f the En Sef,fthe ten Sefiroth, uieh are the 

etages in Hie j•urney from eeemic non-existence through petential te 
~ . I.L~ peseitiTe existence, re all comprise• in Hfm, ltu\/4tterly undifferentiatet

1 
antl ina.ietinguieha'ble frem f,li+ eaence. They a.re "emboaiei• in the En Sef 

like apark■ ~efere they are struck frea the reek. 

Taese Sefireth, after they beceae aanifest in thew rli ef 
, cerp r.tal 

pes itiTe exietence
1
are eternal, n•nczerpor♦ l,entities, diatinc• fa11~1 

functions, me4es or dynamic elements ef 4eity, linkei t gether, concept-
l" tr4 

ually iiTisi•le ~ut actually undiTiiei("Ten ineffable Sefireth~their eni 

is in thetr beginning ana their oeginninfi• in their eni, ae the flame i ■ 

aouni te the ourning coal" (Sefer Yezirah I.?) tiach~~ it'• in

fimence anfi 
) 

•ne~ut all 

Light 

essence from the preceiing ani tranemi~ it te t e eugeeiin£ 
J- c.... j ~ ',. I Cv-t -::i..~ - I ,v;r I 

are m~Te"l_by the one supreme Seu1
1

and ~11 radiate the one 
f 

'w.t through their iistinctiTe celere. These Sefiroth am!, te 
a.J 

use the classic Zehari ~ metaphar, are the snurce, the current the ltasi~ 

ef the limitless sea, ant the seTen riTera through which its~/ or,~ 

uo~)anotner - of it•• metaphors, thfare the building material which the 
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Worker 9mployet W' en He went for~:)to Hi ■ work, -~~g ~ial of 

the Werker~ wn su•stance aR i faiffloiMrin'tit ant built accortin~ t Hi wn 

iesign ant for His ewn enis ( insert here the quotatien fr m Ian Dior) 

The ~e Sefiroth are pairet eff. Each is the veeeel 1the matrix fer 

the ether, each "cenatraine" the ether,~••~ confin~ what might ether 
rt "CL O~ -

wiee \e 1 d.estructiTe escea ef effulgence in ~Mlta, thea. Thia pairing 

represents the concept of 

ence( insert here the 2nd 

reth ~ Ged manages Hi ■ 

"' limitation,which is~ 

quetatie+f Ian Dier). 

primary categery •f exist-

It i• ~ough these Sefi-
~ 

universe ant ii .i.e. through Them -t}1a I ••n• prayer■ 
I 

auet ascent en high. 

Thiirst stage in :::.e actual creatiTe advance, the first out-

wart movement f En Sef
1 

was .a... sel:t:-willed act of transi t'i.'m £raJ11 te peten

tiali ty. The En Sof ~ecarne Keter (6\-ewn) • Keter is the ~Chariot" ~£ iR 
{'.,, '1) 

&1:1- •Y means ef which ~~Degan His teacent te the realms of actuality. 
-f••·· Keter is not yet creation, but p tentiality. !t ~•eeesse~ all ieterminate~ 

I 

It is Hint. It is Will. Su•j.ec.t-,-- p?e ic.a...te ~nd o ject all i 

n As tbe first of all the Sef ir th it is called. the All-Ancient One( (r? J-A'i 

Jir-lA-13). It is also callet the Heat, the White Head, the L ng Countenance, 

{Kacrospresopon) •f tha1 supernal Kan (Adarn~aoon or Adam Il~a ) _who is the 

ajestic ant recontite confi~urati•n of the entire Sefiric w rli. Keter 
CM-lf~~ 

ie the En Sef in His capacity as;(leei- bet of l¼Rl.imited substance,¢ em-

••dimen~ and Tolition. Like the En S t,Kete~who 1s Hi•~omplete .nt perfect 

~t ie ~o-t, JJ11!1~1tu·a1ese aiM unti.efinable. l~eTer-the-leas ,i t -f s clis-

tin~uishei frorn l!:n Sf as effect is iietin~uished from cause. There wae a 

"tuie" when Keter was not, wher~as En Sof always was. 

Some Ca bali te ~letelj ~-=-..,-. o.. te_rms~ and: ~, 

g&JW~-§§rf f .lfe:tinii• e J1iitf f the ec 
T y: J n 

r_ ~•f never-the 
I 

ito 
leae tM not 1nclune ~eter among t~e ten Sefiro 

~~ manifeetati~n •f En Sof ~he t,9jr1a of fm tion. he first emaaation 
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~-UJP--LJll-.l-•~aft,&Rd · n ~lace , f Keter~udali Daath among 
' I , CJ , / Cs,_1-1:,r. 

(see Snem -ToT in his Sefer Ha-Emunoth, Gate 4. See also Ir~as, 

Emuni11. p.22a) 

t~e ten~ 

Shon.er 

The actu~l proceas of creatio n is channeled through tne next 
I . Wisde~ 

two 1Sef1rot"or }!o!anah{ WiedQlll?).)and Binah( understanding) 11 Through the 

power ')f Hokmah and Binah was the world founded" ( I"bn Dior - ;J ./I? 'to.. )• 
. ~ 

~okaah is repres Pnted as a mysterious
1
luminous primordial"point" struck 

.t 1
' _ l ~,;.,.,.1.,_? 

within. ,~h,e ffi4. formea. hy the concentration of the En Sof within Hi•self. A u \ 
~f "' h ' -l{7 

/\ It is the~current of activity within the inexhausti~le sea of potential 

existence. Hokmah ~ 1 
the thinking Kind,the active Will. HQU...:'i: the . 

active principle of ..... ~ Binah is the passiTe •. G•••k•-~aThe first is 

Father 1 the other Mother. The tw7 joi~n perpetual union(ZiTug) create lif6 

With ~ok~ah and Bipah the principle of bipolarity and equibibrium is intre-
( /dp.,,;,-:; lc:J ~2-~,IL/ ,-, '- l---? , ... 

duced. Basic to all creation is defferentiation and harmonizationJthe 

union of oppasitee. --"male and female created He hirn". In the counter

poise of Hekmah~nd Bi•ab is the secret of creative continuity, the possibili 
' 

lty of an endurin~ cosmole~ical construction. There were Sefiric world• 
(.to.J..lc~·..,..t; ~ - 114~) 

l,efore the :present ooRmio e:pee-h but they perished / be caused. they were di-
, l'"{i:iw.:~ 

ficient in balance ant limitati1n. In 6al,balistic s~~/ this is re-

presented~ ~he~~of ~he Edomite Kings who ruled before the Kings 

of Israel and who diea { Gen. 36.3Iff. ,ee Zohar III, I35a; 29!•) Only 
I 

after the principle of balance and limitati,n was estaolis½ea in the uni-

Terse( /Ir 1.J\ } could the universe permanently subsist. Entity must 

&e diTidea if novel entities are to be~- IR Ca~flalietia termiHalegy... 
_-.-- ~A~ 
Jhe ori1•all aaarogyneit~" male and female created He him" --- had to be 

disjained iDto rnaJe and £emale to establish reproductive continuity in the 

universe. ~okmah and Binah represent whe two scales of a balance and they 

are poiaei at a point called Daath (Reason, Knowledge). Diath however is 
I f 

not a s~parate Sefirah. It ie the nexus of Hokaah and Binah ani in a eense 
t / 

aleo their 11 elfapring11
• ~~ I 1 

1 
)"'1 IJ 

,t:...,.J ( 

1/ 
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(5) 

With ~okmah ~he Ze'er1 Anpin, the Short Countenance {Uicroprosopen )

the ~e~ 9-11.anati n whic p~s~esse1 ~~ality begins. Hokmah is the H..e.-( eJl . l 

liy,a.d. the )rains of the ei~~t Sefiroth bel•w Keter whieR ~F& compriset within 

the Ze'er Anpin. Through thirty two roadsfcausality does Hokmah move to 
I ' 

effect the work ,f creation( Sefer Yezirah) 

The t~ree Sefiroth, Keter Hokmah ;u.d Binah, called generiially 
I , r 

Keter, constitute the first of the three triads into which the Sefiroth 

are diTided. This triad may be said to represent the ~nough~ rorces of 

the universe. The second triad is called Tifereth, and comQrisei ~esea 

(Kercy), Ge~urah(er Pagad, Justice) and T1feretht Beauty). This triad 

represents the m~ral pr1nc1ples ot· ~ne universe. Tifereth is also callet 

the Holy King (Malka ~adisha) The third triad is composed oI Ne~a~ 

t Firmess) Hod t Splendor)~od (Foundation)---the physical potencies of 

~he universe. This triad bears the name of the tenth ie~ize$~ -Sefirah/ 
Kingdaa t\ 

llalkuth (Rl~•lty), which being tne last is by way of summation of all ,/ 

the ten ~eii;~~J• 

tYatronita)A,J'he 

" J I ~ fn, fl 

It is also called ~ne "ueen {Malkuta)\the .U:atron 
r , -;1 v 
l) t'~) l / j l I' -Shekinah. v... 

The complex o:f tnese three triads, Keter T1feretn...,,nd 

}[alkuth,---the Crown1the King and the Q,ueen:Constitute tne supreme ~r1nity. 

It is throu~h this trinit~nd
1
more par~icaaarly/ through the union ~f the 

last two
1
t:6e King .-na Q,ueen

1 
that ~ ne En Sof created all the higher and low-

er worlds, 
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THE THEOLOGY OF SHABBATAI ZEVI 
, 
? M)_J 

According to Cardoso, the theology of Shabbatai Zevi, as conveyed by 

his disciple, Samuel Primo, was as follows: There are four simple, eternal 

realities, (1) 
µ; 

The En Sot. But He is not included i: tle 'pantheon'., He

0 

is completely hidden and exerts neitm:- influence nor prividence. He is not 

the object of worship. He is not the First Cause. He is above the realm of 

·r~ t.,,,wl 
causation. (2) out of the En Sof flows the First Cause. f{ 

~) Inherent in this First Cause and hidden is the Et -rnal Will 

tor-, ( ) , God, 

Iho rea the whole universe, the uni erB"e of he En Sot as we 1 as the t'aur 

tN, I 
0 (4) ing 11:tlll1.:fest1 there the 

'--

ource of Justice, the Shekinah. 
w 

Cardoso polemizes against this theology ascribed to Shabbatai Zevi 
C. 

It is therefore wrong to call Cardoso the theologian of the Shabbatai Zevi 

movement as Professor Shalom does. (p. 324). 
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THEOLOGY OF CARDOSO J 
l ] I b (! I JI 4 ~ I \J ' I 

lL:_~~t J f 1tft, CT) ?' 0 ~ I ( I ~ D 'y ./ /'-1 C 
, .. 

Cardoso's theology is that of dualistic Gnosticism, that is to say, 
,, 0 1;. 1 l -ri ), t { , 1 1 l t 

there is one transcendenta11unknown God/ and out of Him comes the real Creator rJ.. 
v-1~ t ..... l . ;j. Y , ~)..., 

of the Universe, the Goo of Israel, the object of worship. ~ v 

t . JI d' 1 Yt I ;-t 
What was revealed to Ie!eei was not that there was a First Cause. 

(U f11 

the pagans knew already and the whole world before Abraham. In fact every 

That 

,V'J 

,..v~ 
(k~µ~ 

jF,a 
I It '-'i 

child knows that. (118 f. See the article of Cardoso reprinted by / "::) j J,) 

Bernheimer •Some New Contributions to Abraham C~oso•s ~iography• in , / -l t 
.D 6:-vv:_j__ ~ gv.,i [-1..-~, C.~.5 ~ I 7r:trvJ tt ~I ~ J µ l 

~-~ ·.,xvrr;, 119). l) T p,,ri~I \ h f-1 \t., J f l'1"'l j ..A I, f) f..t J'-.. r, /t 8 
" ~ , o · . 1 \. ) r • • I • ~ t -:.,1 t. 'j) t<:) ~ ') c I r 

The true faith of Abraham, etc. had been long forgotten. In fact from 

the time of the Gaonim (544 ). At present time, there 

is no true knowledge of God, a condition similar to that which prevailed among 

the Jews when they were in Egypt. They, too, forgot the God of their fathers. 

They only knew the First Cause (116). It remained for Moses to reveal to them 

again the Creator, God, the Ruler of the Universe, the true God of Israel. ~Jc) (A....VWI \ 

(>A~ ('~.uu t -u.,., J ,t ~[).M,, k,- _A..-< • J-::-. • ~) 'r/f_)ti)\t f>( 

F 
C • / -> .(3yy,.cC._, I 

Out of the irst ause there emerges Y.H.W.A., the Holy One, Blessed ~ ~~-' 

'fh ~ ~ c,'fJ'J1.n ~ ✓ ((f ~ M ( 
Be He, who is male. &Bd. b Shekinah is the, femal~. • ~ U-+'IA~ 

I I /.. 

(J n\ "' t..,,V-~ h , ~ . 
I 

In directing worship to the First Cause, as men were doing, they were 

really not worshiping the true God at all. They were without a true God. 
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2. Cardoso's Theology 

Y.H.W.A., the Holy One, Blessed be He, is not the First Cause 

(J .Q.R. p. 119) 

Cardoso quotes his authorities to prove that the First Cause is not 

Y.H.W.A., the Gaon, Hai b. Sherira, Hammai Gaon and Rabbi Aaron b. Samuel 

Ha Nasi. 

Cardoso maintains that it is the right and duty of every Jew to seek to 

.1ust 
understand, but he must,/as Abraham, Job and Hezekaiah had done, and like them, 

every Jew could know God. (See J.Q.R. p. 120. Chajes V. p.549) In fact, now 

that the Galut is ending, it is the duty to reveal in public the new faith which 

had been so long forgotten (J.Q.R. 118). TheMessiah will not cane before men 

GO.,,)~ l ½,vi 

have the true conception of God (122~. Cardoso claims to be a faithful 

adherent of the Lurian Kabbala, even more so than those Kabbalists who attack 

him (p.125). He is opposed to the Divinity of Shabbatai Zevi. He is opposed 

to conversion (p.125). He wrote against the divinity of Shabbatai Zevi. 

Cardoso felt that he had discovered the true faith and that bis faith 

r I ,[ l ) t ) .Y -1.• IL, 

was 11.Q:t Christian in any sense. He gives his reasons why Christian ti'&Bseendenta.lism 
I (y.i ,3~ J, 1 f.J .., · , '"\ ~ I\)>// 

is Palse d h uh d~-.a.- rr:- ·t · · · lik · f 1 C rd (i~ th1 t ,;~•~• ~ &i .i.. an w y so amme cuu.oa ni ar1an1sm 1s ewise a se. a oso s e 
it.. C4, " I ' I . ~ ', - lf ., '. (II" ' f ,~· ~-✓ tv-.._ 

- ~ I, f. • ,- i. - . -, ;o, {{~ ,-J-5/, 
exponent of Jewish Gnosticism - one unknown God and one active provident God of ; ) f.• !· 

Israel who as the Holy One, Blessed Be He and his Shekinah, is the true Creator 
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Cardoso's Theology 

and ruler of the uni verse. ~ ~ - 7 rl. ~ t\ ~ 
P- \ ' f n,. -~ .....,., f Q FVV\ H~ ... ~ c-, ~ IL 4 rl J "-Pl~ J~ ,' ~ _ 
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