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The concept of the En Sofarr, as expounded in the Zohar and developed by

later Cabba;ists, especially Cordevero and Luria, is in the main BLft £ God as Th Fuw
’// \;.'. //‘9 ’/’V,m PP o R4 t 4,’7/\,!44_, W\/M‘h W%

SubkE ok o T MM%M?M aits, chanby po A Vary
the Antecedently Existing One e. He is Soul, self~contain

alone with Himself, unrealized, én actuality.

He o wet
wherefore-he—cannet=be regarded as the direct Creator, for Creation implies
He v wmfﬂ»fﬁ' ’)vw—u" | Al WO a1 A

S — c . J A Locna UE

“attri tes, bo-the=Br-Sof,

limitation and imperfection.
for these, i@e, would qualify Him. He is unknowable and nameless, (Note: The
\;\) |ﬂ\ V\AT &V- *L
name, En Sofe#s - the-Uniimited-One - is ascribed to Him only because of the
character of unlimited potentialities which appertains to Hisj%;;i;tion - Keter)
e
beyond the grasp not alone ofrhuman intellect, but of all higher intelligence
as well. "To Him (the En Sof) Who unites, organizes and gives light unto all
and Whose light traverses soul, body and garment, there cannot be ascribed
either_chahge, auxiliary or number, nor the image or likeness of the Chariot,
vision or appearance (cf. Ezek. Chap I}g=£tZohar III, 230d). "The En Sof cannot
be known" (Zohar III, 26b). "He has neither shape nor form and there is no
vessel which could contain Him, no means to comprehend Him....It is forbidden
to gx: who seeks to comprehend Him as He was before creation, to ascribe to Him

'
any form or likeness whatsoever, neither the letters He and Vau, nor even the

Holy Name nor any letter or point whatsoever....Woe unto the man who would
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compare Him even to one of His own attributes, not to speak of the attributes of human

beings 'whose foundation is in the dust' and who perish and disappear" (Zohar II, 42b).
’ The unknown and unknow. lekn Sof', before He realized Himself in any of
W{tj‘ had,
His derivative expressions, was in a sense 'A-yin' - non-existant. Bmt as the \MAW7 )«;t
M’L .
-primaryy unconditioned cause of all emergent life, Hb is the etemmwal Reality of all
Realities. The universe derives its soul and, through a series of graduated

]
objectivizations, its substance, as well, from Hin. Burt ﬂe/ transcends the

universe and is independent of it.

VW }gculty

Jiidd, in our sense, camnot be ascribed to Him, for 3 implles

ke TT ZAC/QL:ﬂm Sl [~ Ryl dfﬁﬁ I /Zb
and change. Only in the sense of the single voluntary act by which He chose to

manifest Himself in actuality, can we say of the En Sof that He willed. (Note:

Some Cabbalists,like Menahem Azariah Fano agceribed Will,.as.wmeld-as—bhe-mame

/
(W) v/'M)d\o\ S Al 7 (mUl V\H%

En-Sef- to God's emanation, Ket.erf God, Himself, thssmeuﬁ:ed—"l'he-boﬁ-of-the
- Lf

Witd", The ﬁrst éause was not the Lord of the Will but the Will itself,

Furthermore, they maintained that there was no point in calling God En Sof
(without end) since he never had any beginning either. It is the will of

God that is En Sof.

The En Sof is revealed in the Ten Sefiroth. These are His emanations,

the stages in His journey from cosmic non-existance, through potential to
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3.

to positive existence. They are all comprised in Him as one, utterly undifferentiated
and indistinguishable from His essence. They are 'embodied' in the En Sof like
sparks before they are struck from the rock (Pardes V, 4.).

The Sefiroth, after they became manifest in the world of positive existence,
are eternal, non-corporeal entities, distinct functions, modes or dynamic elements
of God, (Note: A sharp controversy developed among Cabbalists as to whether
the Sefiroth represented the actual essence of the En Sof or only His instruments
(Kalin). Menahim Recanti ( ) held the latter view motivated
by the desire to preserve the absolute unchangeable character of God. So did
Judah Hayyat ( ). Rabbi David bem Zimra held the former
view ( )+ Cordevero took a middle course. According to him the
Sefiroth are both essence and tools. The Sefiroth as tools, known to us by name,
are God's tools. But their inner so;l is essence (Pardes, Gate 4)ilinked together
conceptually divisible but actually undivided (Note: "Ten ineffable Sefiroth,
their end is in their beginning and their beginning is in their end, as the flame
is bound to the burning coal" (Sefer Yezirah I.7). Each Sefira receives its
influence and essence from the preceding one and transmits it to the succeeding

one. Each is a grade more 'solid' and 'substantial' than the preceding one

but all are moved by the one supreme Soul and all radiate the One In-dwelling



Light through the channel of their own distinctive colors. (Note: This favorite
simile of the Cabbalists comparing the essential unity of the Sefiroth with the
vari-colored rays of light which emanate from the one flame, was already well

known in the school of the early Jewish Mystics. See

These Sefiroty, to use classic Zoharic metaphor, are the source, the current and
the basin of the limitless sea, and the seven rivers through which its waters flow
or, to use another of its metaphors, they are the building material which the
Worker employed when he went forth to his work which were fashioned out of the
worker's own substance and built according to His own design and for His own

ends.

These Sefiroth are paired off. Each is a vessel, a matrix for the other.
Each 'constrains' and attenuates the other and confines what might otherwise
be the destructive excess of effulgence in the other. This pairing represents

the concept of limitation which is a primery category of existence. (Quote)

Through these Sefiroth, God directs his universe and through them, man's prayers




5.

ascend on high.

The first stage in the actual creative advance, the first outward movement
of En Sof was the self-willed act of transition on His part from non-existence to
potentiality. (Note:

The En Sof became Keter (Crown)., Keter is the 'Chariot' by means of which the
En Sof began his descent to the realms of actuality. Keter is not yet creation,
only potentiality. It is Mind. It is Will. (Note: See Commentary of Eliezer

of Worms on Sefer Yezira I, 9).

K -~ Some did not go so far as to call Keter Mind and Will. They ascribed them

to Hockmah (Pardes V, 4) ). As the first of all the Sefiroth, Keter is also

called the All-Ancient One, the Head, the White Head, the Long Countenance
(Macrosprosopon) of that supernal man (Adam Quadmon or Adam Ila-a) who is the
majestic and recondite configuration of the entire Sefiric world. Keter is the

En Sof in His capacity as the inexhaustible seed-bed of substance, volition

and embodiment. Like the En Sof, Keter who is His complete and perfect reflection,

A e
id also unmanifest and undefinable. He, too, is fA-yin', non-existant (Zohar III, 129a).

&u )f@f\, ': T woepzds ) § e Pt "”;'}'”‘ H&/&A /&‘”ﬁ\ WeR stz

cause..‘There was a 'time' when Keter was not, whereas, En Sof always was. (Note-

(oo ot o ouby b cily

Nevertheless, Keter is distinguished from En Sofdr as effect is distinguished frqz;./ﬁ
O/ (&'4 "



8.

Some Cabbalists, Luria among them, do not include Keter among the Ten Sefiroth

but regard it as a manifestation of Divinity which transcends the world of Emanation.

The role of Keter among them is assumed by the second Sefira, Hockmah, (Wisdom)

which becomes the head of the Sefiric Decad). The Decad is completed by the

addition of a Sefira called Daath (Shem Tov)in his Sefer Ha-Emunoth, Gate IV, Chapt. 1 -

see Cordevero's attack upon the Pardes, Gate III. Also Irgas, Shomer Emunim, page 22a.
The actual process:of Creation was channeled through the next two parallel

Sefiroth, Hockmah (Wisdom) and Binah (Understanding). "Through the power of

Hockmah and Binah was the world founded". (Ibn Dior - introduction to his Commentary

Sefer Yezira 4a). Hockmah is represented as a mysterious and primordial luminous

'point', a 'Yod', struck within the void, formed by the concentration of the En Sof

within himself. (Note: OSometimes it is Keter which is regarded as the first

'point', Hockmah as the second and Binah as the third). It is "Reshith", the

'Beginning', the current of activity within the inexhaustible sea of potential

existence. Hockmah and Binah are Mind and Will in operation. Hockman is the

active principle of being. Binah, the passive. The first is Father. The other,

Mother. The two joined in perpetual and inseparable union create life.

With Hockman and Binah, the principle of bipolarity and equilibrium is introduced

( ). (Zohar II, 176b. See also Sefer Yezira, II, 1 and

Chapter 3). Basic to all Creation is differentiation and harmonization, the



7.

union of opposites. In the counterpoise of Hockmah and Binah is the secret of creative
continuity, the possibility of an enduring cosmological construction. There were
Sefiric worlds before the present but they were re-absorbed into non-existence
and 'perished) because they were were deficient in balance and limitation. (Note:
This doctrine is also found in | .
In Cabbalistic terminology, this is represented in the symbolism of the Edomite
kings who ruled before the kings of Israel and who died (Genesis XXXVI.31 ff.
See 4ohar III, 135a; 291b). Only aft;r the principle of balance and limitation
was established in the universe ( ) could the universe endure.
Emtity ﬁust be divided if novel entities are to be formed. The original androgyneity
of Adam, 'male and female created He him", had to be disjoined to establish
reproductive continuity in the world.

Hockmah and Binah represent the two scales of the balance and they are
poised at a point called (Daath (Reason, Knowledge). Daath, however, is not a
separate Sefira (Note: This is Cordevero's view ( ; ). Luria,
however, does regard Daath as a Sefira - as the third ( ).
It is the nexus of Hockmah and Binah and, in a sense also their 'offspring' (Zohar III,
291a).

With Ho;kmah, the Short countenance (Ze-'er Ampin, Microprosopon) that is

the world of phenomenon begins. Hockmah is the Head, the Brains of the eight



Sefiroth below Keter, comprised within the Ze-'er Ampin. Through thirty-two
roads of causality does Hockmah move to effect the work of Creation (Sefer Yezirah).

The three Sefiroth, Keter,.Hockmah and Binah, called generically, Keter,
constitute the first of the three triads into which the Sefiroth are divided.
This triad may be said to represent the thought forces of the universe. The
second triad is called Tifereth and comprised Hesed (Uercy), Geburah or Pahad
(Justice), and Tifereth (Beauty). WNote: Here, again, is the balance. This time
in the moral sphere between rigid justice and boundless mercy merged into
Tifereth which is sometimes called Rahamim (Kindness, Mildness). This triad
represents the moral principles of the universe. Tifereth is also called the
Holy King (Malka Quadisha). The third triad is composed of Nezah (¥irmness),
(Hod, (®plendor) and Yesod (Foundation), representing the physical potencies of
the universe. This last triad bears the name of the tenth Sefira, Malkuth
(Kingdom) , which because it is the last, is by way of a summation of all the
ten Sefiroth. It is also called the Queen (Malkuta), the matron, Matronita,
Metatron Atarah (Diadem), the inferior Mother (Binah being the superior and the
Shekinah) .

The complex of these three triads, Keter, Tifereth and Malkuth - the Crown,
the King and the Queen, constitutes the supreme Trinity. It is to this Trinity

and more particularly through the union of the last two - the King and the Queen -
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(1)
The concept of the En Sof, as expounded in the Zohar and develeped

A VWADIAA Gle
by later(Canbbalists, especially Cordevere and Luria,iefpﬂat“of God aszgﬁﬁbJL

Crdewdly &y dfudy [os suil o))
B 7 'te First Cause; He is Soul, ‘baeiey nonsderivative sssence,

self-contained, alone with Himselt, unrealized in actuality. He is unlimit-
ed and perfact, wherefore He cannot he regarded as the direct creator, for
creation implies limitation and imperfection. Nor 8an one speak of the
&rivutes ex—properfties of the En Sef, for these ,too,would qualify ﬁnd—do-
ferminate Him, He is unknowable, undefinable and namelessvsg;yon;'the“\\\
grasp not alone of human intellect but of all higher intelligences as well,
"To Him( the En Sof) who unites, organizes &t and gives light unte all,
and whose light traverses:%%ul, body and garment, there cannot be é%;iﬁa?"‘
either changg,auxiliary/er numbegf%r the image or likeness of Chariot/
visien or appearance (Ezek, chap.I). gg;kmind may conceive of higher and
lower ranks( whiek—is- implied in ‘the similje of the Chariot),in connection
with Him but there is none whe rides upon Him (ie. there is none hbeve Hn%”
(Zohar IIX,230W)" The En Sof ¢annet be known",(Zehar III,26W) " He has
neither shape nor ferm, and there is ne vessel which couli contain Him,
no means te comprehend Him,...,. 3t is forbidden for one whe seeks teo com-
prehend Him’as He was before creati-n, te ascribe te Him any ferm er like-
ness whatseever,neither the letters H& and Vau, ner even the Hely Name
ner any letter or peint whatseever.,... “‘e unbte the man whe weuld compare
Him even te one of His ewn attrivutes, net te speak of the attributes of
human beings” “whese feundation is in the dust', and whe perish and dis-
appear”. (ZeharlI, 42h) b
AN, Bl - adasara N Himself

The En Sef, befere He realizes,in any of His derivative express.
1ons,is in a sense* 'ﬁ;yint-;non:existimr i The te;m'{i?n Sof{'the Unlimited )/
One) is applied te Him enly becauseff the character of unlimited petential.

ities which are in His first emﬁpiz?oﬁ: But as the rimafy’unconditioned
2 St X C&Q«l

i

cause of all emergent life He is
preme Existenees The universe derives it's soul and ,through a series of
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(2)

graduated objectivizatiens, it's substance as welllfromein, wut He
transcends ‘it and is independent of it,
b 5 ;R
Will, in eur sense, c_annot be ascribed te Him fer ;} implies

e ; v
faculty =nd chaqge. Only in the sense of the singleggc% iy whicﬁ‘ge chose

A : b
te ﬂ: Himself - o v i -whiek
d?LJE/
can we say tgzs‘the En Sef /willed. Seme Cab}a)ists,like Menaheanzariahf;

Fano’ascribed Hﬁll({?’fﬁ} déét}'%féﬁfgf’zggsgti.n’”¢%j\ Lied it-En-Befs

/J

‘ /'\(/ 2 W’ . £au
while thﬁheity Himself they called "the Lerd ef the WAll", It is net——
Wha AR
' of the ﬁﬁll t i
S

af concentration(Zimzumy Bt tHe Will., There is ne peint, they maintained

in calling the deity ids®# En Sef ( Hhthout Eﬁd) when He never had:;hy be-

ginning, (Insert here the hebrew quotatiens ef Fanpg)

The emanatiens ef the En Sef,{the ten Sefiroeth, whieh are the
stages in His jeurney from eesmic nen-existence threugh petential te
pessitive existencg:;%gbzzidconprised in Hjn, buy;%%%%%iy undilterentiatedi
and indistinguishable frem hhqéssence. They are "embodiedwin the En Sef

like sparks hefore they are struck frem the reck.

These Sefireth, after they become manifest in the world ef

. cerperfal
pospitive existence are eternal, nen"uarpemidddentities , distincs faeets
(oL
functions, medes or dynamic elements eof dizty,'linked together, concepte
~e

ually divisible but actually undivided("Ten ineffable Sefirethgtheir end

is in thefir beginning and their beginninris in their end, as the flame is
A Ter

bound te the burning ceal® (Sefer Yezirah I1.7) zL‘;chﬁ eckevikg it's in-

Thuence and essence from the preceding and transmité%gm§a t%itﬁe sucedding

Ay

R ; 20l U & AR Wi i’ ot abteoked e T Q202000 A0
oneA?ut all are m veg by the one supreme Soul,and all radiate the one

Joaner Light st through their distinctive cold?i: “These Sefir::fiaae, te

use the classic Zoharfﬁ&ﬁ metapher, are the source, the current the,balina(
5 / Lnas,

of the limitless sea,6 and the seven rivers through which it§f3ews ”“Ur;io

/
ud$7another one of it's metaphors, thi?&re the building material which the
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pet s :
: | bdztfigizzgérﬂnﬁnaaﬂr
Werker émpleyed wien He went ferth te His werk, 363 iel of

the Werkers own substance an—d_fashiening and built according te His own
design and for His ewn ends ( insert here the quotatien frem Isn Dier)
The=e Sefireth are paired off. Each is the vessel,the matrix fer

the other, each "constraiﬁe" the ether,ggg;eby confinfﬁ% what might ether
e ofRu.

wise be‘g?destructive excess of effulgence in ike-obhe»—tirem, This pairing
represents the concept of limitatien which 1s.$ke primary categery of exist-
ence( insert here the 2nd quetatienfef Ibn Dler) eLt-aoffﬂ;eugh these Sefia
reth thaxt Ged manages His unlverse’and.aiaie threugh Them<thz:=-lnl prayers
aued ascend en high,

tha Lo LA ~ Lo La DA A
ward movement of En Sof was a self—willed act of transition 834:;- te peten-

P

tiality. The En Sof became Keter (€rewn) . Keter is the GChariet" af—kn

The€1rst stage in the actual creative advance, ,the first eut-

&u
sxf by means of which<ﬁ:z;egan qu delcent\\: the realms of actuality,
. , ~forms
Keter ie not yet creation, but potentlaléty. ' H—pensesses—all-determinate”

\

gi“""en. It is Mind., It is Will. <§ubgect1~predica1e and object all inm
,gnef*“As the first of all the Sefireth it is ¢alled the All- Ancéent One( /}
/;,i415). It is alse called the Head, the White Head, the Leng Countenance,
(Macrospresepen) ef thal supernal Man (Adam Qadmon or Adam Ilaa¥§) who is the
majestic and recendite configuratien of the entire Sefiric werld. Keter

is the En Sef in His capacity aniEEI:EEd of unlimited substance, ¢f ema
bediment and volltlon. Like the Ln Soﬁ,neteg'who 18 Hlskomplete and perfect

&% o, v EH v, e rp Slandy 5 s gy, ‘af g i oo LA 2-04 PN 1/ /)’90;/7‘)/)
is also undeflnabl Nerer~ he_less 1t is dis-

) AN B '-, 1 0 : lk\‘é"'
tinguished from kn Seof as effect is distinguished from cause. There was a

“time" when Keter was net wherg as En Sef always was,
L1

QJLL&M_ w

e Vl -’ V—2 8 8&Tre ~/ AL s ;
< ' :—aanejfor-i-tncb and #s the farst of the decad/&%u e
3191 Ao Whath, o 0 ~ Ol W P/ S/s& 39 ﬁ‘ MM
. ers whik distlngulshlng Ketey fr_om E Sof never—the Y
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t.gx_hﬂld.rm-ﬂmh—eﬂd Qn nlace H>f Keter /includ#& Daath among the tenw
- / 6‘\ f (! 7 Q%

CL.l- an+ Akt GAARL)C M
(see Snem Tev in hls Sefer Ha-Emunoth Gate 4. See alsoe Irgas, Shomer ‘a)

U\" \/

Emunim p.22a) (f > 3

‘ The actual process of creation is channeled through tne next
Pones Wisdemn
two Sefiroth, Hokmah( Wisdomp)and Binah(understanding) " Through the

power »f Hokmah and Binah was the world founded" (Ibn Dior- :3/77_’~ Yo}

(7 "J-'I'. s

[ §
Hokmah is represented as a mysterlous lumineus primerdial"point" struck

AN (zw [3 SV
within the y;ii formed by the concentration of the En Sef within Himdelf, m*b»
Y }t"a IV ¥, U g - /‘ =Y k)

/\It is tqevburfent of acfivlty within the inexhaustible sea of potential ~——

&Jfo\f‘} (irts ﬂw A"

existence. Hokmah ;ﬂ—the thinking Mind,the active Will. .Hnﬁsgl—dS'the
-

active principle of dife. Binah is the passive. .QnsztaziaThe first is

pA L)

Father the other Mother, The tw? joiﬁggn perpetual unlon(zivug) create 11fa

With Hokmah and Binah the principle of blpolarltx and equibibrium is intre-
(/r s 332 an, I, 176 £ Gac 5.Y, T sl udpl

duced.ﬁ\ asic to all creation is défferentiation and harmonlzation the

union of eppesites, L Tim*, 1In the counter-
poise of %okmahhnd Bi®ah is the secret of creative continuity, the possibili
4 |
lty of an enduring cosmelegical construction. There were Sef1r1c worlds
before the present eecmic epeeh but they perlshed ‘becaused they ‘were db-
k= e Ay mw‘

ficient in balance and limitati»n,  In @abbalistic synhé;§2z7 this is re-
presented.%&-the‘:&sxeey of the Edomite Kings who ruled bhefore the Kings
of Israel and who died ( Gen, 36.,3Iff. See Zohar 111, I35aj 29Iw) Only
after the principle of balance and limitation was established in the uni-
verse( /hvﬂl ) ceuld the universe permanently subsist, Entity must
be divided if novel entities are to be'£§2553f' In Cabbalistic termbnelesy
ST f ada =
fhe origamal aidrogyn?%??,‘ﬁn;;1e and female created He him" ~-- had te be
disjeined inte -male and female to establish reproductive continuity in the
universe, ﬂg;kmah and Binah represent the two scales of a halance and they
are poised at a point called Daath (Reason, Knowledge) . Déuth'hewever,ia
net a scparate Sefirah,. It is the nexus of Hokmah and Binah and|in a sense
also their “olf:pring“.(fléﬁh«'fﬁ )QJ?

Wit ) : o
[/, : Cr duNas Vi &/ ( Y4 M ‘ I/ oty
: 2 W’ A E et v : ) :
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(5)
waith qumah the Ze er Anp1n ,/jhc§§hort Countenance (nlcroprosoponjl_

RANLALD hetrrOus e A

ses &vﬁm&lity begins., Hokmah is the H~e~(

the
khead the'Brains of the eight Sefiroth belew Keter wh&sh—aao—comprised within
the Ze'er Anpin, Through thirty two roads?;ausality dees Hokmah move te
effect the work »f creation( Sefer Yezirah)

The three Sefireth, Kete¥ ﬂokmah and Binah, called generiﬁélly
Keter, constitute the first of the three triads into which the Sefireth
are divided., This triad may be said to represent the tnought torces eof
the univer=ze, The second triad- is called Tifereth, and ;nmprlsed Hesed
(Mercy), Geburah(er Pahad, Justice) and Tifereth( Beauty)lhirhls triad
represents the moral principles of tnhe universe, Tifereth is also called
the Holy King (Malka Badisha ) The third triad is composed or Nezah
( Firmess) Hod ( Splender) Yesod (Foundation)---the physical potencies of
the universe, This triad bears the name of the tenth Seséswedk--Sefirah,

Kingdem

Malkuth kﬁoysity), whlch being tne last is by way of summatlon of all

A Jodontn Worthin (Keiral
the ten Sexlj;;R. Tt is also called tne Queen (Malku%a/ the Matron o

(Matronita)}( he Shekinah, The “‘“’raﬂ@% L)'W}( ‘/ I L0n, — G,f)
The complex of tnese three triads, Keter Tiferethe«nd
Malkﬁfh,---the Crown,the King and the QueeﬁZEonstitute the supreme trinity,

It is through this trinityﬁnd,more particalarly, through the union of the

last two’tﬁe King &na Q,ueen’that ktne En Sof created ‘?all the higher and lowa

er worlds, Wiy caded
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THE THEOLOGY OF SHABBATAI ZEVI !

i Q JJ{,W« o (3) [ ik I B @)~ A (3)

/.2.\‘9‘_.\1/
According to Cardoso, the theology of Shabbatai Zevi, as conveyed by

his disciple, Samuel Primo, was as follows: There are four simple, etermal

H—y ‘h‘&—— V"'"*)\j,‘ (’t\ ])“7/ {yj{ ? {J\[/" BV’/) 3
realities, (1) The /En Sof. But He is not included in the 'pantheon’. fﬁl—:"

is completely hidden and exerts neithe influence nor prividence. He is not

the object of worship. He is not the First Cause. He is above the realm of :

( . \\Hz ‘. > M) \\.J} AW r|' ,)/ AND A 1 “(‘(“7. - M 'V&r&’ aL £, f{ '(V b/

causatlon. (2) out of the En Sof flews the First Cause. /:(’ e
: ‘ ol

™ & Py

: . _‘_‘r,m»n—l -
(—5\) Inherent in this First Cause and hidden is the Eternal Wil?", ss—yet-potentiel.
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from Him a¥8o the

) 5
e G "o UKDt b )2k whs
Jource of Justice, the\Shekinal{n 1 [/ﬁw( wpu, + fzj\b{))
e (fr?u : ?T—x) L g Ao Q,«,. LP// k ’””‘") ) N
", Cardoso polemizes against this theology ascribed to Shabbatai Zevi\
(@PSTRES § 26 X, 36, - o / koo . 5uple, Trlund &2 0 2ifon Rt

It is therefore wrong to call Cardoso the theologian of the Shabbatai Zevi

moverient as Professor Shalom does. (p. 324).
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" Cardoso's thsology is that of dualistic (}nosticism, that is to say, ’J
by % 7 O : (}/l"/uj’&l (’OL U)l“{.'" ( (/)/
there is one transcendental unknown God and out of Hin comes the real Creator ) ¥
( )A ",/u\,v b £l
\r/Jr P )y U J‘f : 3 ‘f e o1 04
of the Universe, the God of Israel, the object of worship. ,\ﬁ\ - \SEPY A
iy 4 P 2, ‘
P“A ot !(L”” Yo JL ". H'\V, Sl ( callid H E/J_ﬁ/ 3Yo/ . H’ b .ﬁ P ‘/[Lj
What was revealed to WS not that there was( a First Cause. ‘l'hat \ i/ / NA
b l[u_w e ’ iy "
;~¥ 4 0
the pagans knew already and the whole world before Abraham. In fact every /%%
i l )
child knows that. (118 f. See the article of Cardoso reprinted by
/l {{ 5
Bernheimer "Some New Contributiens to Abraham Cardoso's biography" in ' ‘{Lq/ )L6
) / { A/ /
DM-&L p_) 0’\,“(4.,(,\. C.o.ﬁ.) MM I bf\,l J’/ F'LfJ»/V]:' ,’\/ ,)&
T.Q.R, WIIL, 119). 5o as) (V% o sles) § ,,\l, p AN S
) e R S NN U N by N eD) / vt
(e Y33 AN Q- PIT) (D1A)R 2P ©3)7 oy
~  The true faith of Abraham, etc. had been long forgotten. In fact from N

the time of the Gaonim (344 ). At present time, there
is no true knowledge of God, a condition similar to that which prevailed among
the Jews when they were in Egypt. They, too, forgot the God of their fathers.

They only knew the First Cause (116). It remained for Moses to reveal to them

again the Creator, God, the Ruler of the Universe, the true God of Israel. yrar e

A B oS g(‘ /‘-/( A T (/o‘;‘ff ! QB@M fr Aneshy. *\/,'-[\ AR S b e
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Out of the First Cause there emerges Y.H.W.A,, the Holy One, Blessed vqﬂ VNL %? ,j
\ D
6 4 « 1 1," w
\_L.k (’)——’—M? — i S“-‘Jj__ \SC*U
Be He, Iho is male, aad—Lis Shekinah is-the; female,: va 4 (et ~Jos?
g/“cb\l\ '9,) 3“*\ M{/\\;‘b“ J A~ N6 Byt

)

1
In directing worship to the First Cause, as men were doing, they were

really not worshiping the true God at all. They were without a true God.
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Cardoso's Theology

Y.H.W.A., the Holy One, Blessed be He, is not the First Cause
(J.Q.R. p. 119)

Cardoso quotes his authorities to prove that the First Cause is not
Y.H.W,A., the Gaon, Hai b. Sherira, Hammai Gaon and Rabbi Aaron b. Samuel

Ha Nasi.

Cardoso maintains that it is the right and duty of every Jew to seek to
Just : :
understend, but he must,/as Abraham, Job and Hezekaiah had done, and like them,
every Jew could know God. (See J.Q.R. p. 120. Chajes V. p.348) In fact, now
that the Galut is ending, it is the duty to reveal in public the new faith which
had been so long forgotten (J.Q.R. 118). TheMessiah will not come before men
Gy SN Oy -

have the true conception of God (12?2. Cardoso claims to be a faithful
adherent of the Lurian Kabbala, even more so than those Kabbalists who attack

him (p.123). He is opposed to the Divinity of Shabbatai Zevi. He is opposed

to conversion (p.123). He wrote against the divinity of Shabbatai Zevi.

doii, ol
Cardoso felt that he had discovered the true faithlgnd that 'his faith
“ - - &, | Vl ;ﬂ. P 0 /v,’
b 338 "’é\/k/J ).JJ\/ & 1 5) A [i' o /{ T 4((/1 e,

was got Christian in any sense. He gives his reasons why Christian transeendentalism
(V) BYgL(.«o)\., /kj(/‘\ f'\ A Hv" \J(( N )\,‘Jir )/
]

is false, and why Mohammedanism Unitarianism is likewise falae.;sgardoso\fg
- a@x&»\

fs
t

\ \lﬁ\\\ '\ )U}

hin»l\\ /«b 433\
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exponent of Jewish Gnosticism - one unknown God and one nctive provident God of(ﬁjf\« e

Israel who as the Holy One, Blessed Be He and his Shekinah, is the true Creator



3 ‘ Cardoso's Theology

and ruler of the universe. Thw, Crrafn- ?ﬂ\ O’W“%"’ Q\W ‘
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