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('~) In as much as t 1-ie te.rm En Sof (Te Limitless One) indicates that He is an 

Absolute Being to Whom the terms H w, Why and Where cann0t he applied ~ 

(sc.a) t"ierefore when it entered the ahsolute will of the All Holy Ancient One , c1 

~c.c,s.. ,2, ~ 
the Most !.I-id.den Vlli.o i.s One hut not ir'{computation, to create all tl-iat exists, 
#~ ,J.r -u.. ~, ~f~ (~ .:~ 
il?er~ procedeq,.Jrom within the hidden recesses1 f the En Sof _) n the form~~f511.-

;,L.;~~t;nw,1e ""~ & , a Ha~ h@ly, W')nderful and tu a awf'>- inspiri~;- · He it is 
• ~ • . t1.il ~~ 

who 1s called the iir~~ Man, the ]fost Mye teri ime, the H0ly Ancient One, 

the Leme; f C0untenance (Uacrepr0sep~ ), YHWH. ~ 

(11,.,£.) When triis 1-toly ;::~~-~nc~ pr cede6 frgm the secret ef the En Sof
1 

he cleaved a cleft, which is the V id in which all the worlds were created, 

and Me spread befor Him a curtain ;i"';hich He described and engraved ten 
~ j .. ;,,...,.. ~ J I 
~ ee- like t;,P -s e:r;t~~co i. f Man . 

~ ~ f ~ 
f 1'6 t.) When these 6':"~~ ernere;ed

1 
the Holy ,e~~nee that is the 

All- Holy Ancient One, had not yet c rnpleted His confarma ti nS,se, that Ji;#is 

li~ht might flo w through the channels of the seven conf rmati0ns f the Head, 

which are. the Skull, the Pure Air, th'°' Cryst;;iline Dew, the A"rial Membrane, 
[~.'d.,. ~1 ~-~'Zo~,~ -J!L.l~fy [z. f. .,_ ?f[,J>--'if/~a7]::17 l,Q 6:,.00..) 

the Ferehead, t~e Open Eye and the N se :~ay ef tnf'> l~cks f the Head and 
A -tf-..,~""' .J/t_~ ?\v" ""/Li, ~ / 

the hair of t½e Bear , ese G8ttl'!tel'!nnJ e'.migbt be a1,18-'" t• endure it . 

t e~ i~Pd out without measur~ r prop~ti0n ,~eref0re they cnuld not 

suffer it and t,ey died , J:hey were destreyed and did net subsist . 

These ten c untenances are th0se which agter the co nfermatien 

are called Kether, B•kmal, Binah, Gedulah, Geburah, Tifereth, Nezah, Red , 

Yesod and l(alkuth. This dfstructi~n did n t evertake all of these ten C•unt 

ena nces because · the Countenance ~f Kether which is als• called Arich (Macr,• 

presop ) was n t subjected te any dEstructign what~s . ~ver . This als• was 

the case with the C untenances f H k ah andBinah which are called Father • 

and llether but they were separated s@ that there CRme forth frem them the 

tweer wns which had been hidden with___j.n them, one called Hesed and the ther 

callea Geburah• 
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When t½ese e~erged they became one Countenance called Daath. 
seven 

Th.is ne was subjected t8 destruction along wi t 11. the C untenances which 
Resed, Geburah 

were called ~-~~•~~-~@k~, ~, Tifereth, Nezah,Hed, Yes d and 

Malkuth.• after the cnnformation as was mentioned above. These are the 
Uo .-' J , 1 ~r... 

eight Kings who died because they were all severe judgements. For the 

manner of their shauing was like t~at of a 

iron ~ammer and the sparks fly off in all 

workman wh:, strijc~s with an 
ll/• .. ~. ),,'i "4-...J 

directi ns./\Therefore nid they 

all issue forth as severe judgements: fr every movem~nt as is well knewn 

begtts heat. 

These sparks which flew f rth gl w~d and glittered but were seen 

extinguished. These are called t~e Prim rdial Worlds which were destroy

ed. As it is menti~ned in th~ Idra Zutta.+ll--These are als the Kings who 

are mentianed in th~ chapter;"and these are the kings wh ruled in the 

land Ed m;_(~eB;,,3£> 3Iff.)--that is in the place where in all judgements 
Q..--~ -t_~ ~ I ~ 5" ~ 

exist,,<hat is to say the Supernal M ther. The aLes oy ·hich they are 

called in this verse are th se which helQnged t ther '.)ef0re t"1e c nf rm

atien. Consult the Idra Rabba and Zutta and y u ~ill learn the secret f 

s me f t1-,ese narries which t11ey had 1:>ef re · t1:1e conf rmation. 

But Arich and Fater and l!other because t~ey did not h~ve to be 

destroyed their names were not changed and t~ey retainPd the names which 

they h&d before t~e conformati n ef these Kings. Later n the explanati0n 

will be given wr.y t"1e existance of the Ceuntenance of Kether was necessary. 

W11en the seven Kines menti ns above died theirs uis 

above in the placeb vhich is now called the Wflrld f Emanatio•. 

ceptaclls~~th~ir convexity which is the secret 

descended belew te the place which is n w called the u~rlds f Creati n, 
' 

Formation and Action. The first K~ng who ts Da\h remained entirely ab ve 

with Father and Mother ~ecause he was less eress( solid, thick) than the 

ether seyen and tnere was little dr Rs in him in the secret of 

The death which is sp0ken fin connecti n with him means that he stepped 
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~ut of his sphere but unlike the other seven kings. The mystery of their 

destruction is as it is found in Idra Rabba II if thou shall say, it is writ-

t " d h d . d 11 
• t th t t . . . t en a n . e 1e mean1n~ tha ey were al ege her ab•l1shed 1t 1s ne se 

but whose ever he sends fr m his former nosition wherein me was before, 

concernin~ hia it is said in scripture•that he died. As it as written; 

11 and the king t:>f Egypt died 11 (Ex. 2.23) excepting t ha t 0ne concerning 

whom it is written; 11 and t'l-ie name of his w~ (ie Hadar's ) wife was 

Mehetabel, the daughter 0f J~tred, th~ daughter ef Mezaheb. (Gen.36.39) 

Fer · hat reason b~cause these were net abolished like the ethers. Why? 

Because they were male and feAale like the palm tree that does net grgw 

unless there be bet~ male and female# (Z•har, Lev. I35b). Therefere yeu 

will net find in the Torah that Hadar who was the eighth king died. I .,., 

Ch.(I.5I) it is written that Hadad died. These kings which were ie&~~•Y••

abelisried are the ones which , re called the l'rimerdial Worlds which were 

After these kings were abolished the Holy Ancient One ascended 

te that curtain and disp sed himself accerding to his conformation, like 

one , the Aged of the Aged, the Ancients of the Ancients and the Most 

Hidden was he c0nformed. Ne one can knew Him
1
but thr ugh His conformations 

can He be known. And after He had ~ His own conferaatien
1

He ~ 
~tioa 9-f t~e c nfermati ns of all the Superiorsand Inferiors. That is te 

say, eut f His hidden \Q.sdaor1 He ra~ated light to Father and J\fQthelj by 

l way of the thirtee~hconferm&ti na.g£-i~e-~ea.d 7 -w~icb-a.e-called-- ef the 

cenf rmatiens of the Beard which is called the Sppernal Influence threugh 
ftZ-~ i r, tr 

the Ari ch l,.7-Jf~ ,· -:...1, vq~, ~ j_?- ~q ~ ~ J.o .{ t- , / 7 7a_ ) 
Then Father and Mother were aroused to union

1
after thetr basic 

; ~-" 
natures had been defined '-tfli::;;i:tg, atheir separation, as was mentioned abeTe. 

For at first they were andregyneus accerding to t'r-:le mystery of "Abraham 

and Sarah were Andregynous, f0r it is written:" look unto the r0ck whence ye 

were hewn (Is. 5I.I)". This union of Father and Mmther is the mystery ef 
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the Equilibrium wbich is menti0ned in the beginning of the Sifra di-Zniuta. ~ 

Immediately after this did the souls f the seven Kines mentioned above en-

ter alon~ with the first kin~ Daath. He entered almost entirely with them, 

for he himself was in the nature of a s0ul t0 the other kings. 

~o Father and Yother were joined in union in the place that is now 

called the plaee-~&- Werld ~f Emanation ctnd there came forth frGm them the 

Countenance of a Uan, 11oly wonderful and awe-inspiring with 248 members and 
• 

365 arteries, male and female in one, twins hut unequal. Fer it is already 

km>wn from n ture thh t the stature of the woman is shorter than that of 

man. In the myst ry of "your wife is short lean down and v;hisper to her" 

(B.M.59a). For the head of the woman begins at the middle of the mans height 

behind his chest and downward as we find in Idra Rabba; "in this man com-
~ t I) 

menced the conformation of the c mpesition 0f male and female. It separated 
'i \ 

from his back and bega~ at his breast between his two arms at the place 
I 

where trie riair gf t11e "beard hangs doV1rn., the place called Tifereth. It is 

tbis Tifereth which~ i-t-..J.f from his back and fashioned the skull 

of t11e female. This is the meaning of t'l-at wbich is written;" according to 

the "beauty gf-(Tifereth) of man, that it may remain in the house"(Is.44.13.) 

Thisis the mystPry of the rib out of which Eve was fashionQQ 7 -~---~ from 
in 

the back of Adam
1

for it is-g~t t~e rib tack of his chest
1
where the be -

ginning~ of the woman's head ~ - I"?- the mystery of" in the be~inning she 

was a tail and in the end, after the conformation she oec~me a CountenanceB 
I 

But only from his chest downward. (S..L r,. ..,:J:.,b.s / 
4'6 fr- But at t11e tine of thev\,union,when she turns forward, , then her 

dimentions are equal ti his. Thus, where,_y.s at first, er Kether was at 

t°11e place ef his '!'ife_reth, from his middle downward, in trie mystery of , 
t the 

" the crswn( Kether)~ trie beauty (Tifereth) to those borne in womb!--

for t½e crown which is her Kether was at his Tifereth . From the tip of 
inner pu.rt s of t 11-'! body are 

t"i"" Beard d wnward wn,~re t11e ];8WP1:'i-~~8 and w1i.i<;re t,,_ e souls f Israel are 



•· • 



f rth back t back was in order tha t t ½e husks should not cling to t he back 

of t'-1.e female. 
synth~ sis(compesition) 

The ,~~~~~Q~ of t his Cguntenance- holy Countenance from Fat~er and 

1'.{ot'1 er and fr om t''le eight kings ment i oned above was in t '-1.e f•ll•wing Manner. 

In t h e hollew cranium of this eountenance there are three cavities in which 

t h e brain lodges covered by a th i n meJ'llbrane. The first brain t Xpands and 

~aQtransmits light t~ ~~•- 32 path s which are t he 32 paths of Ho1cmah. This 

first brain ms from the side of Father, t 1e sec ond brai ~ expands through 

50 gat es, which a re t he 50 gates 0f Binah. This second brainis from the 

side of Mother. The third brain is called Daath and ½e is the first King 

of t ½e 8 menti ned above., He is t~e 2 crowns in one, which were 

hidden in Father and Mother. From t ½e side of Father t here was hiddn in 

him one crown called Hesed and frem the side of :M,, t "h er another cr~wn called 

Geburah• i~~-~w9-&i-t~•m-Q9~~8~Rea--AR~-~R-~~•-Q&R ~nd as a conjunct of the 

two of them he is called Daath. The hGllow place of this brain lies be

tween those of t he otl"'er two lJrains (Zo½ar, Lev.I36a) • All of t h em are 

united under t ',, e sym.'bol Qf the crown of his Head and they a re t he secret 
140 

ef the Phylacteries. (Zohar Lev.I48 a.) 

These three are expanded over the whale body on either side, 

through the third brain called Daath, which is joi ned to e ithP- r side. It 

expands through the center of t he body which is the ess entia l thing. As 

we find in Idra Zutta; 11 his inner parts are c0nformed through Daath and 

al•-~~e-Q~Be*a•eaaRQ-~~- and all the conclaves a nd assemblies are filled, 

as it is written (Pr.24.4)" and with knowledge(Daath) were the chambers fill

ed""( Zahar Lev. 296a). That which is stated in Idra Rabba (Zohar Lev. I4Ib) 

" again Tifereth extended and formed the internal parts of t he male" refers 
C" ' c;._. 

to t h e -.¥i1J'T substance of the body, but that which is written in the 
I a Zntta re-fer t a re;; t. e Rnd 
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i4Fa-~~~~a-PefePs-~e-a-M8Pe-s~~,~e-aR&•¼RR~P-g ett-t 

Idra Zutta refers•• a li~hter inner ~a~men~within the body which exists 

between the soul and the body. It is for this reason th~t the two crowns 

had to proceed from Father and Mother in order to com~ine them and make of 

them an exceedingly thin Countenance in which to cloak the soul, to erect 
\.I.Mi 

a the. "body and the soul 
I 

in order tria t the "h ·1dy _ be 

able to endure the intensity of the light. • This was also the case with 

the tower Jan. Thus-~as-4~-~@@R--•lwQ~dk&~d the Hokmah, Binah and Daath 

of this Countenance have been explained (traced) the rest of the~Countenance 

that is Hesed, Ge"burah, Tifereth, Nezah, ttod, Yesod and Malkuth derive from 

the seven Kings, as is menti -ned at the end of Idra Zutt,ta. 

J;.3 -,...",.., ~,,.. +;'~,-., , ",~~ l,"UY'l+~r&'1~v came ferth frz,m H•ther, immediate
ly did the Hely Ancient One the Host Recendite emanate His seul, comprised 

3f beth male and female upon it; in the implied ny~tery 0f" and god fermed 

Vayizer man" (Gen.2.7) Vayizer is written witl1 two ycads. Why? This sug

gests the secret ~f the Holy Ancient One and the secret 0f the Holy King. 

(n te. the Zohar ½as" the secret of the microprosopns"). Again, it is 

w~~-written" and he formed". What did he form? He fashioned a ferm 

with in a f rm. This is t''1e meaning of Vayizer. And wl1c:1t is meant 'by a 

form wit½ in a form? The two names whicl-i are called the full na7-e of G•d

YHWH Elohim. And in wria t are t1--1ey comprehended? In t 11e Supernal Form 

called Man, comprised 1f male and female. Therefore it is writtien:" eth 

· ha adam''-- because it comprises bot11 male and femal'. e. The word "eth" is 

added t9 extend and to increase the species from Him, t"1at is to say from 

the aal-e and female. 

"Dust fr0n tl-ie earth"-- an image wit1-J.in an image, like the seal 

ef a ring. And wherefore are all these things s0? Thatthe hiddn af all 

the hidden ones who is exalted unt0 the end of all the Hidden might ex,end 

and traverse4 thr~ugh Bim. Therefore it is written:" and he ~reathed into 

his nostrils t"1e s0ul a&-*iie(nishrna.t) f life"-- thaj is to say, the soules 

of all the living both f t½e Superio~s and the Inferiors depend up n that 
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Soul and have trieir existance through it. "And m&n ~ecarne a living soul" 

(le defesh hayah)-- ao t,at it ~ight develope and form itself into similar 

conformations and draw that Soul from one grade t0 another( step, degree, 

path) to the end of all grades; in order that that Soul might ~e f?und in 

all and expand thrru gh all, and t'1, t He himself might still be one . Who

ever takes this Seul ( note. the zehar feads, thsi unity) away from the 

universe, and letA it appear as if there were another soul beside it, may 

he a n~ his rememDrance perish thr ueh ut all generati,ns . As we find 
Zohar Lev. I4Ib 

int½~ Idra Rabba. It is well known that the man who breathes, breathes 

from th&t which is with in him. 

This image of }'-an is called the h0ly king and 11is Shekinah, the 

Holy 0 ... 'e JUesaed Be He and l-iis Shekinah. He is also cr1lled HWYH and all 

the holy na~es which are found in the Torah and which Must n t be eraxed. 

He is also called Ze'er Anpin ( micropo s0pus ) in relation to the arich ~npin 

{macroposopus) who is t he Holy Ancient One. He is also called "Buzi na Di-

Q,ardinutha" that is to say , the joy of t e heart, "qardinutha in Greek means 

heart (this word is variously translated, thQ-*45~~- a lamp of scintilltion, 

a lamp of darkness) . This is t t~e meaning of " a,"'i se son maket11 g lad the 

father" (Pr.IO.I) For be is the first b orn of Fat~er ~nd Uotht r and He it 

is is called tlie Xing of the Children of Israel. For the sake of this 

Soul rhich ,,. as nei trier liMi t, likeness or estimate it was necessary to de

sttoy those eigrit kings mentioned above . This was the r eliberate intenti n 

of t~e Ancient Holy of all t ~e Holy Onee in order to utilize the receptacles 

of their souls for this saul so it might cloak itself in them &nd the work

man might proceed vri t'1 his work . This what we learn in t 1r: Idra: "all of 

tliem are cmnpretl-ended in Man" -- t11atis to say i n this Holy Countenance 

who is t'he Boly King R.nd His Shekinah, and through w½ose union they created 

all the worlds. Without is t½is w0uld not have heen possible . This Holy 

Countenance is also called the Supernal Man(adaro' Ila'ah) 

~he afshioning of the c0mp0sition (synthesis) of this ~oly Coun-

tenance in trie womb of t ►1e Hot"'er was the work of this Soul Herself . For 
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wl-J.en the eignt kings af0re mentioned entereo int0 the Mofu er, im..rneniately 

were Father and lfother j ,ined in union. Father called ,.,_ clrop of the male 

waters int., 1fother- a shapeless substance without form. Mother corres

pend ing·1.y, ~)oured a drop of t e female waters , al so a sha9ele ss substance 

without fcrm, the ~orm however, a~ not imparted except by His Soul Her 

self. In this manner: w'1en Father nad _ ro ti1er were joined t oget·'le r ad v-•ere 

united one with anothPr , im..rnediately there pr0ceeded one powerful spark, 

a mighty stroke fr~m t~e La~p 0S the Heart, that is, from this s~ul which 

is called t½e Lamn of t11e Heart as afore mintinnen , v·'1.ile it was still with-
~ . 

in t11e H ly: .Ancient One( see Z har Lev. 292b). When it siiued forth it nro 

ceeded from t·e subtle ether of t ~e Ancient ~oly of cell the Holy Ones and 

was inclosed in the inner parts of the Jfother . It formed a certain hard 

skull with hair and brains and theircavities and vit~ all the features of 

the physm~gn0my. It tnen expanded and i~.~ea- complr.ted the form, ti0n af 

all t½e ot~~r features of t~e body out f t~e sails fo t~e seven Kings, as 

was mentioned above . Hence it is clear that the Snul ~er·self perfected His 

receptacles ( Kelim ). Consult the Idra Rabba. 

The skull of this Countenance is derived froM the ttacrop»ouepuB 

in this way; w'1en t½is spark the powerful stroke fr0n the Lam:.:i of t'-1.e Hear t 

proceeded fr')m the su~tle ether of the 1~ly Ancient 0-e, as afore mentioned, 

before it cloaked itself inMoth Pr it passed through the Countenance of 

Macropropus and took from Him a portion for the confnr~dtion of this skull. 

This iB called,"the pate upon wh,ich the phylacteries were n'.1t :placed", as 
(u -"-~ ... .__ 

is men ti ned in tl-ie I3th(conf')rMation) of the"~a-amar Elijahy.• f;he Supernal 

Keter is the Keter of ]~lkuth and concerning it it is said;" he declareth 

the eYld fron t' 7 e beginning", and that is t,,. e head ')f t""ie phylacteries. The 

early autl-iori ties call it the rine 0f t··e crown becauseei t is made out OE 

the Countenance of Keter, called Ring. 

Triis is wriat we learn in t"l-ie Idra; "this image 0f man c0ntaine 

all t~e superiors and I~fP.ri0rs. Therefore is the name of This Holy Count-



( 9) 

tenance intimaterl in the initials of the tQRQQ~RteRQ-- ten countenances. 

Thus add up to t11e sum of ( Israel) inclu-

sive 0f t11e five lettersof Israel(i.e ie.541 plus~ equals 546). This 

is the Supernal and Holy Israel in whom are all t 1e keys of the faith. 

As it is mentioned in the disertati~n of the HQly Yvuth in Par. Balek 

p. 191, to teach t~at his Holy Countenance is con9osed of all the ten 

countenances of Bmanatien. He has choice and free ¼ill . His will de

rives from the S0ul of Ltfe which is within Him and which is ~ctually 

the form of the Soul of the Holy Ancient One---Absolute Will ~nd abso
lute 
lute Sefiroth (Hasadim). His ~Qfaculty of choice derive s from the side 

of the Receptacles which are judgements. 

It is well known that t~e ten Srfiroth are the sources of the 

four elements of fif air water and earth, out of which all living things 
" 

are composed. Therefore all t11e attributes1qualities and mutations which 

are applicable to the lower man are also applicable~ to Him Blessed Be 

He. For He is the Supernal }lan in the implied mystery: 11 and in my own 

flesh do I see G~d'' (Job I9. 26) The changes in Him follow the actions 

•f t~e lower man : that is to say He changes from mercy to justice and from 

justice to mercy. 

The mystery of the manifestations ~f the Holy Ancient one out 

of the En Sof and the configuration of the ten Countenances aoove the 

Curtain and that of Father nd 'Mother in the mystery of androgyneity and 

whence came to them the quality of the Stfiroth, all this is explanied 

in the dissertation ( of the Zohar) in Par Bereshith p.I5:" at the outset 

the decision 0f the King who emerged fr~m within the most Recondite, 

from the secret of the En Sof ( note: sharp revision of text, the Zohar 

reads net ) •• this is the ~ystery of the 

manifestation of the if.,ly Ancient One out of the En Sof. " He made a 

tracing in the i~ supernal efulgence ( )"- this is the mys.t 

tery of the engraving of the ten countenances above the Curtain which is 
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called the supernal efulgence as we find in the mishna at the end of the 

Tiquna Zohar Hadash ( note: ed. Venice I663 p.39b). " In the supernal 

efulgence 8t the beginning t~e decision of the Xing made nine tracing8 

and one unknown one". 11 Bound together in the shapeless mass r~nd fixed 

in the ring"-!!Q.utra"means bind ( fr0m kesher):-g 11 gulma 11 means shapeless 

mass:"naiz be-izka" means stuck into the ring--- that is to say, their 

elements were ~ound up with in their shapeless mass and fixed within 

their womb, whic~ is in the sh,pe of a ring. In other words they were 

androgynous. "Neitl-ier wl-ii.te nor black nor red nor tsreen ( yellow?f nor 

of any color at all"--- that is ~o ~iy, they did not possess any of the 

faculties of the Sefiroth at all. "When he took measurements he fashion

ed colors to shine"--that is to say when the Holy Ancient One comrleted 

His conformations he began to measure and to fix the boundaries of the 

Sefiroth for the requirements of his building. This is also mentioned 

in the Ma- Amar Elijah the fifth conformation in the Tiquene Ha- Zehar 

"From witl-J.in the Lamp of the Heart there issued a certain effluence from 
. 

which colors were imprinted belew. The most Recondite out of the mystery 
Ether 

of t~e En Sof cleaved and yet did not cleave His Ligbt_,ie cleaved oniy 

in part) and remained unknown until from the force of His strokes there 

shown forth one point called Rashith" (Beginning)". The text now proceeds 

to reveal how t~e source of the Sefiroth which is the effluence mentioned 

above out of which Father and Mother were conformed, proceded from the 

Soul of all the living within the Holy KLng, called "the Lam, of the Heart 

while she was still hidden in that supernal mystery--the Rely Ancient One• 

We find therefore that it is this Soul Herself which made the conformation 

of Father and Mother. 
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After Fa t her and Mother wer e given the c~aracter of t1e Sifireth 
then did the holy Ancient One radiate light upen them from ~is Hidden 

wisdom by way of the Supernal Influence through the Macropr pusa• as 

was mentioned above. Father received the male waters and Mother the fe

male waters, and they joined in union and brought forth the vessels of 

Soul of all ti,e Living which is in the Holy K;ng,as was menjioned above. 

When this Hely Countenance which is the Holy King same forth from Mother 

and His Kate also came forth adhereing to Him, immediately there de

scended the Supernal Hesed out of the Hidden H mah of the Holy Ancient 
.,_, 

One, by way of the hair ef the head of the Holy Ancient One to the hair 

of the head of the ~oly Ktng. Thence it passed to His brain which ex

pands through 32 lanes, which are the 32 wonderful pat½s of ~okmah. g_ 

( Zehar, Lev. 2B9b). Wherefore all the living are guided by the 32 naths 

in the implied mystery of: 11 -how manif ld are thy works O Lerd, all of them 

through wisdaom (Hokmah) hast Th&u made"( Pe.I04.24). Speciffcally by 
/ 

Hekmah. 

Each hair is called a suctign of the effluence frwm the hidden 

fountains which flow forth from the hiaden brain of the Holy Ancient One. 

When the two brains--the hidden brain of the H0 ly A .ncient 0.1.~e and the 

brainof the Rely King~- are united above {outside?) they become as it 

were one brain; in the implied mystery , f II wisdom (Hokmoth, pl.) crieth 

aloud in the street, in the broad places she uttereth her voice (Titen, 

eing.) (Pr. I.20) (Zohar Lev. I40a) This is t~e meaning of II he parted 

them and t~en unit~d them, face to face and they cleaved, one to another, 

and in this manner were the Superiors and Inferiors conformed. That is 

to day, immediatelu there ,..fter did the outer forms of the seven Kings 

enter the J!other and Father and Mother were joined in union a second time. 

They ,•~~•i-~R8m refined them thoroughly and out of them came forth the 

seven Holy Countenances. B Their Souls however issued from the union of 

the Holy K1ng and t½e Shekinah, in the implied mystery of" for in 6 days 
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the Lerd amde heaven and earth etc. 11 (Ex.20.II) 

In this manner were the kings conformed as we learn in the Idra, 

d when the image of Man (Adam) was formed then were they all configurated 

and restored to another and fitting existenceand they were all called by 

other names, except thP- first ones( the Zohar text reads : 

) in the implied mystery of II Thine O Lord is the ~reatness and the 

might ete. (I CH.29.II). These are the seven days of creation. , 

' ~he reason why this wonderful Soul required the character of 

Father o. nd Mother is this, when she rl.escends to the world of Creation or 

Formation, in the ~rocess of managing the universe it is then necessaJY 

to fulfill the commandments in ~rder to perfect these worlds. Then it 

is necessary for Rer to receive the influence through Father and Mother; 
• 

for the sake of the survival of the worlds not for her ewn sake •• 
Pesikta 

Although it is said in Pesikta Rabbti commenting on the verse 

"' I am the first and I am the last and besides me there is no God 11
, (Is. 44. 6 ., 

n God said: I am the first neca~se I have no iather and I am t~e last 

~ecause I have no orother, and oeside Me there is no God because I have 

no son", neyer the less we find that God called us brothers, as it is 

eaid:" for the sake of My brothers andM :M:y friends" (Ps.I2~ea.), also sons, 

as it is said: "Israel is my first born sen"(Ex.4.?.?.). The explaination 

is that the former applies only to t~e essence of the Soul but not to the 

essence of the vessels. 

The mystery 0f the survival of these kines mentioned above is the 

mystery of the resurrection af the dead, as it is written;"and the L"'rd 

will euide Thee continually and satisfy thy soul in droughtetc."(Is.58.II) 

Know also that t~is Curtain mentined above, the Supernal 

Effulgence above which the Holy Ancient One ascended (within which He 
countless 

entered?) is the Emanation of Emanations wherein are~ thousands and 

myriads of worlds. All of them are called the Emanation of Emanations , 
-forms of the Holy Ancient One. Over all of them r e ign the Holy K;ng and His 
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Shekinah, for He Himself is t~e Holy Ancient One. All t~ese worlds 

wait for Him and their eyes are turned longingl; tow~rds Him, for t hey 

are dependent upon Him. How rn1ch more so is this true of t he worlds 

below them. Emanation i.n cor1pariRon , 0it'1 the EmRnation of Emanation is 
the worlds 

liked dwarf along side of a g iant. This is true a lso of Creation . 
Form~t ion a nd Actional1ng side t he world of Emanation. 

No single Conntenance of t hese ten CountenKnce s of Emanation 

mentioned above is R~l e t o rise above t he Curtain afore mentioned, ex

ce t the Holy King and His Shekinah. This is t 11e im"!:)1i ed mystery; 11 Who 

art exalted as head above all", (ICh.29.II)--t~a t is to say, no one 

c ·m rise r: 'bove this Curtain where t'l-ie Ancient Holy ONe dwells who is the 

head of all except Thou Holy King and Thy majestic Shekinah. For Thou 

art He, and He is Thou. This is not the case with the 1t'1er ten Countenance 

of Emanation, in the implied :mystery nf:" see now t hat I, I am He"(Deut. 

32.39). 11 He 11 speciffically. That is to say,--the Ancient Holy One who 

compri s es the Hol King and his Shekinah. As it is found in the Parasha 

Hukat ( Zaha r Lev.I83b) 11 Rabbi Abba said; Every pl~ce w~ ere t he Ketib is 

Hu and the Keri is He , t1ie word refers to a uninn of ma le and feTIEle, 

and t o a BU l eraal c 1mr,ina ti on~ syn'thes is). The He is t 11e f emale , the 

Vav is the 1nRle Fnd the Aleph is theunion of all ;for the aleph rules in 

perfection. 

Blessed are t '~ e children of Israel for al triough they are be

low ~~-nevert'l-ieless they are united with the supernal unity. Wherefore it 

is writeen;" He mane us and we are His''9Ps.I00.3). The word ve-le is 

written ~ith an aleph for He is the integration of the Vav and t he He 
,, 

and includes all• 

Therefore He is more exalted t½an J..!acropropus, and Father and 

Mother not to s9eak of t h e other Countenances of Emanation, in t he im

lied mystery of;" who is like unto Thee among t""le gods O Lord" (Ex. 15.II) 

Because ~e and the Ancient Holy One the Most Recondite who is one ~ut 
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not in computation, are one were one , and will be one . There is no• 

separation or distiction in them. Only f r om our side are they differa nt 

one from another . That is to say , the Ancient ~oly One is ~osolute mercy 

without any admixture of justice , wl1ereas the ~oly Klng ctnd His Shekinah 

are compounded of justice a nd mercy. for the sake of t~e pertec tion of the 

world. All the ten Countena nces of Emanation v1hic½ ahv e been mentioned 

are dependent upon Him but He is n ~t dependent upon t hem. 

Th t which is written in the Zohar, tha t at times He receives 

fr ~m Father and Jfuther that is only for t he ha ke of the survival of the 

world as wa s mentioned above, and even this is to be re garQed as His own . 

Be alone emanatedc nd created and formed and C')rnj)leted everything out of 

what remainecl follo wing t h e refinment of t hese kingR, nentioned ar:iove . 

1Ie performed it ~11 by his own will a nd choice so t ~at ½is crea ture s 

might redoe;nize '1is greatness, thRt He ann His me jesti.c Shekinah and t he 

Ancient Holy O~e, the Most Recondite, who is one but not in com~utation , 

are all one . He is our God and there is none else . Our K~ng is true &nd 

there is none beside ~ .m. Blessed be He . Blessed he Bi s Name f orever and .. 
ever . AUEN. 
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• RABBI M.AHALALEL HALELUJAH OF ANCONA 

Rabbi - Italy, Seventeenth century. he composed a Poem of Praise 
about 1666 in honor of Sabbatai Zevi and Nathan Ghazati. 

Poem printed in H. U. C. Annual (Vol.7,1930 - pages 514-515) by 
Simon Bernstein. 

Immanuel Frances and his brother Jacob were at this time writing 
their diatribes against Sabbatai Zevi. (See Vol. 14 of 
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Jewish Merchant . 

Iasmuch as the country of the LeTant is more suitable than any other 
for trade all Turkish cities have an abundant Jewish population and 
especially Constantinople as the capital city where all kinds of merchand
ise arrive~ and which is consequently more conTenient for that kind of 
people who live only from selling and buying and especially lending upon 
usury which is allowed to them freely against some tax paid by them 
because otherwise they would not be tolerated in this country not more 
than in several othera from where they were driven out1 experiencing still 
every day the malediction of God, not being able to own any land where 
they could live, being all vagrant and scattered here and there, eTen so 
despised in this place where they are tolerated in exchange for their tax 
that the Turks neTer want to eat or drink in their company nor marry a 
Jewish woman or girl, in short that they do not want to have anything to 
do with them. And it is very remarkable that if a Jew wanted to become 
a Mohammedan he would not be accepted unless he first had been made Christian. 
Those of this abominable nation which live in Constantinople or other 
places under Turkish domination are dressed in long garments like the 
Greeks and .LeT&.ntins but to be distinguished among the others they wear 
the yellow turban. Those who live on the island of Chio tributary to the 
Lordship wear a large cap which they call credit and soma call it . Bow Cap 
which is also of yellow color. ~ome of these Jews go thru the city of 
Constantinople carrying cloth which they sell to those whom they meet and 
who have to J:IIDClt do with it.(~J 



The Jewish Physician. 

As it is Tery diff'ioult,or eTen impossible,·::;hat there should not be 

a certain number of siok people in suoh a crowd as (it) is common in the pa.lace 
(StHH 1,[ i f)•. 

of the great Lord 1t is well necessary to proTide for the possible iaoonTenience 

by keeping a number of physicians at the expense of the great Lord. There a.re 

consoquently ten which they call ~chin and ten others called G8raoler,that 

means Barbers, who are deputed for the service of the whole Court and haTe 

no other appointment than from ten after the day (10 p.m.?) and i.f' anybody is 
sick one of them reports abput it to the Lord asking for permission to treat 
him because otherwise he would not dare to do it and when he has received 
permission the sick is carried to another plawe ot the ~a.lace destined for 
that purpose and there he is treated and cared for with much care, the 
physician being obliged to see him four times a day and if the sickness 
should increase and more assistance be needed all the other physicians have 
to go there. 

It is the special duty of the Barbers to go eTery day to wash 
the heads of the young children whom the Lord keeps in the .l:'alace. As to the 
beard they haw nothing to do to out it because they haTe none as yet and 
as soon as it begins to gro,r they are put out of the l'alace to some other 
duty or office & i.f' some wound or other ailment should affect these young 
people the Parbers would not dare any more than the Physicians to dress the 
wound without first baTing asked permission of the Emperor & eTen if somebody 
wants to have a tooth pulled they would not dare to do it without His con
sent because it it should happen to them to do this for money or other re
compense the great Lord would have one extraotod to themselves. These 
Barbers also haTe some salary from the l'rince outside of their practice 
among the people. 

As to the dress of the Turkish Physician it is not different in any 
way from that of the common people; but the Jew wears on his head1 instead 
pf the yellow tutban which is proper to the Jewish nation, a high pointed 
cap in the shape of a loaf of sugar which is of a scarl~t color. They also 
haTe a long and very wide robe in form of a doliman, but shorter,having small 
sleeves which hang behind a foot or so shorter than the end of the robe 
and do not carry any belt on top being dressed all in one piece. The shoes 
resemble to those of t he Janizarias. This is about the description of their 
dr~ss, & of their charge and condition. 



Jewish Woman fro. Adrianople . 

In the samr:, way as the city of Constantinople,the capital of Turkey, 
serves as retreat to several foreigners Adrianople (Andrinople) in Thrace 
serves as a shelter to many Greeks1 Jews and others who always retain a 
particular garb as a mark of their nationality altho they live there 
steady. The Je~ish women who are living there wear a kind of head dress 
•a la Tillageoise" the ends of Y.i.oh are wound around the neck and which 
looks rather bad. They wear a robe just fitting the body rather stiff and 
vnth few wrinkels on the back, roaching down as tar as the ankles of the fee 
They also have a belt twisted around the body like the crape ribbons which 
the men here wear on their hats. They have a certain jewel suspended on 
a ribbon in front in the Sam3 manner as some French women have the Cross 
or Agnus Dei,and besides a valuable golden chain according to their 
means and quality without other rings or embellishments. They also have 
a kind of long cloak1very wide on the shoulders which seems to be fastened 
in front like the cloaks of our priests, turning up with the hand one of 
the sides which cover their entire arm and the other side) can be turned 
back leaving the left arm free; this reminds a little the Bohemian or 
Egyptian woman. 

Their shoes resemble very much to sabots (slippers) except that the 
foot is more uncovered. This kind of foot dress is very unpleasant and 
disagreeable t.nd so are those who wear them because they are very ugly 
and ungraceful. This miserable nation living thus whereever they are 
received, haTing no abode or shelter of their own, but being in perpetual 
banishment so that they are always vagrant all over the earth without 
being able 1 +tt~xfci:B:m■■ t■<jK«Jy.xpbn« to live in any place except as 
slaves paying tribute. This is how God's judgment expresses itself always 
on them and they are so hardened that they do not resent their ill-fate 
and therefore they do not care to find a remedy. 
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SHQR'!' .A:ID EASY , :ETHOD 
'7ITTI '!'RE 

JEWS 

BEV. GHARLES LESLIE,A.,:. 

1~, 1825 

(section VI-p.29) 

The several false .!essiahs set un by the Jews, after the Destruction of 
Jerusalem, to this nresent A~e. 

The history of these false .:essiahs has been lately wrote 
by Joha..11nes a Lent, e.nd printed Herbonae, 1697, with sufficient 
vouchers from the :1abuies of tne Jews themselves. Let me biit 
ne.me them, to shew the succession of celusion in the Jews. 
You have heard before, out of Josephus, the multitudes of false 
.. essiahs before the destruction of Jerusalem. Afterwards, A.C.114, 
you set up another, in the rei6-n of '.:'re.jan; one Andrew, which 
occasioned the destruction of many thousands of you. Again, in 
the reign of Adrian, another, whom ye called Bar Cochab, i. e. 
the sor. of a star; allud.in-'-· to the star of Jacob, Uu. xxiv.17. 
and again rebellin; unter this essiah, caused a most dreadful 
c..estruction amongst ~•ou, insomu.ch that, as yourselves have told 
it in _:our own books, there was twice the number of Jews that 
perisned u~on this occasion, more than all those that came out of 
:Egypt; and t:b.z.t you suffered more under Adrian, than under :Tebuchad.nezzar 
or ~itus. "'hen you were at last undeceived (too late) then you changed 
the name of this false .'.essiah from Bar Cochab, the son of a star, 
to Bar Cosiha.h, i. e. the so11 of a lie, as being F- false .. essiah. 

And how oft have you been neceived since? In the year of Christ 434 
in the rei~ of ~heodosius the younu_er, another Pseuclo-. essiah arose in 
the island of vrete, wi.10 said, that he was .. oses, and sent from heaven to 
carry the Jews in Crete, on oxy ground, tri.rou~;h the sea, anci -pers'.laded 
several of them to throw themselves into the sea. 

(p.30) 

In the year of Christ 520, another Pseudo- .essiah, one Dunaan, arose 
in Arabia, and, with the Jews who followed hhi, set upon the Bishop and 
Christians in the city of Hegra and cormnitted great outrages, till he 
was destroyed. 

A.c.5·29, the Jews and Samaritans in Palestine were seduced into rebellion 
by Julian, a Pseudo-.. essiah, which occasioned the destruction of many of them. 

And when :.ahomet appeared about the year 620, the Jews flocked to him, as 
their .~essiah, to which be at first pretended. And they stuck to him, 
till, as some say, they S8" him eat camel's blood; or, as others tell, 
:::or other reasons, they left him. Ina.eed he left the"1, and set up 
other pretences. 



After, A. C. 721, they followed a certain Syrian, who said that he was Christ. 

A. C. 1137, they follov.eo. anol-ber in ~ranee, which occasioned their banishnent 
out of that countr), and the slaughter of ereat ~umbers of then. 

~he :rns:r followin •·, viz. A. 0.113s, in Perst<t, a alse-:,:essia.h, talcing 
arms, brou::-ht great mischiefs upon the Jews there. 

A. C. 1157, the Jews rising under another •.• essfa.h, in ;5pain, had well nigh 
all of tnem been c,.1.t off. 

A. C. 1167, they suffered cm.ch under e..nother .~essish, in the kingdom of Fez. 

And the sa:ne year, under another in Arabia, who gave for a sif-n, that 
after his head r.as cut off by the King of Araoia, he would rise to life • 
. ,nich he did not: but by this escaped a ore cru.el death. And not long 
after, in the same twelfth century, they suffered much by another beyond 
Eu.p'hrates; who :ave for his sign, that he uould go to bed at night leprous, 
and rise sound in the morning. 

About the year 1174, another arose in Persia, and led the Jews into rebellion; 
which occasioned great destruction among the~. And one Javid Almusar 
occasioned the ltke to them in .. oravia in 3-ermany. 

(p. 31) 
And again in the same century, another Pseudo-.. essiah. All mentioned by 
! ai~onides, and ot'l:ler Jewish Ra.;bins. 

'7h.o likewise tells us that most famous Pseudo-.. essiah in Persia, called 
Javid ... 1 :>avid, alias, David Alroy, about the yea.rs 1199 or 1200, a r-rea.t 
magician \7J.1.0 C:..eluded many of the Je\1s. 

A. C. 1222, many Jews followed a • alse-!~essia.h in Germany, whom they ca:led 
the Son of David: and the same year expected their .:essiah to be born of a 
\70!:lan, then with child, at .. orms. But it proved e girl. 

A. C. 1:...65, when the Saracens made such inroaa.s upon Christendom, the Je'\7s 
t:'len thou:ht their . :essi1:.n nas co1ne to fin-ht their battles. 

And the same year Raowi Abraham Avenaris, a Jewish AstroloP,er, from the 
conjunction of Jupiter and S&t'.ll'n in the sign Pisces, !oretold the co~ing 
of the ::essiah to be then at hand. 

And afterwards R. berbanal, in his commentary U:?On Dar..iel, p. 84.86. ~athered 
the time of the '.essiah 1s comir.g from the like conjunction of Jupiter and 
~aturn in Pisces. 

About the year 1497 the Jews were again deceived in Ishna.el Sophus, v1ho:n 
they took for their .:essiah, who ha.vir1.o ~ot together an ar:ny of vile and 
profligate ~en, ...,ursued his victories successfully through ~~edia, Parthia, 
Persia, .'.esopotamia, and .Armenia. But at last cheated the Jews, and set 
up a new sect for ~ahomet. 

A. C. 1500, Raoci scher Le·1la appeared in G-erma.ny, as the forerurn1er of the 
.:essiah, who, he promised, shoulo come and restore the Jews to the land of 
Canaan that sa";le yea:r. And the Jews generally, every where did believe him: 
and appointed public L.sts and prayers to prepare for the coming of their 
.~essiah. 



• 

About the year 1534, a new ::essia.h rose up in Spain; who was burned by Charles V. 

(p . 32) 

As was another at .fantua, R. Salomo :.alcho; whom many of the Jews did believe 
CB.!~e to life after he was burned, and every ~abbath visited his wife Zephati . 

But the er.:1peror spared R. David, who called himself one of tJ:,..e emissaries of 
the ~~essiah, then so·on to cone. Who v,hen he was at Rone , is said to have 
fasted six days together . 

Another Pseudo-'.'.essiah rose up in the _ast Indies about the year 1615. 

And another in Holland, A. C. 1624. 

But the faT!lous Pseudo-_.!essiah Sabethai Zevi, A. C. 1666, is a story remarkably 
known; who , after all the eA-pectation of the people of the Jews , turned, at 
last, l'-ahometan, to save his life. 

And no longer sinee than the year 1682, there has got up another False-:.~essiah, 
R. ::ardochai , a German Jew; whor-1, almost all the Jews in Italy, a.nd many in 
Jermany, have owned; but, like wise men, have with due respect to the 
inquisition, and self-preservation. iVhether he be yet alive, or what stress 
the present Jews do lay upon him, I cannot tell ; nor do I suppose they will be 
willin9; to own. 

But, from the foregoin£ account , I would lay before them what a strange un
certair..ty they are at; running after every in..-postor for their .. !essiah; having lost 
all the marks whereby they -..,.J i::ay know their :;essiah; nay, being willing they 
should be lost; and disputing against them for this only reason; that because 
all the marks 6 i ven of the .. :essiah, in the Old Testament, do meet in our blessed 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; and can never meet in any other ; therefore 
they would have no mark s of him at all . 
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p. 828) R. Nechemja Chaija, son of Mosche Chaijo~, of Saf'ed, who was sent from 
. 

the Holy Land to collect alms, oecame so obnoxious on account of the new and dan-

gerous views, as they seemed to the Jews, prowulgated in his writings, that he 

moved from Be~gium, Germany and Poland, where he had finally betaken himself, into 

Turkey. Thence, however, he subse r uently returned and once more went into Belgium. 

Read about him B. Joh. Jacob. Schudt's Memorabilia Judaica, part 2, book 6, appen

dix p. 383; and pt. 4, 2d continuation, P• 447, where the writings signed C.T.V. 

are du€..to Christian Gottlieb Unger, once a pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Confession at Herrnlauschitz in Silesia, but through the fault cf the works, as is 

plain to me from Unger's letters, are so badly expressed as to need much correc

tion. For ka first he calls R.).-Nehemia Zeshotensis instead of Zaphetensis [of Sa

fed] and his book is called Or Lelohim, whereas it should have been called Os 

....eelohim, and it saw the lightpr day at Berlin, not in 1711 as an octavo, but in 

1713 as a auarto. The remaining words of Unger should oe corrected as follows: 

"R. Naphthali Cohen published in general in quar-,;o .form a work against 

./ R. Nehemiah, which was published in t~is year (1715) either at Dyrenfurth or at 

Frankfort on the Oder. At the end hu name is seen expressed in plain words. 
C. , ,.,._ 

This second kind of polemical writing appeared in octavo .form in 1713. About its 

author I am not clear, nor have I seen it complete. In both1 a letter of Ra:> bi 
a.,t,.. c,. 

Ayllon, head o.f the Spanish Jews of Amsterdam, is inserted, and is phrased so 
A 

( 
bitterly that he is not afraid to call in mockery the Spanish Zephardeim (frogs) 

instead of jl Sephardijim (Spanish). The third v,riting of this sort is by R. Moses 

Hagiz, printed in London the year before." 

This notice o.f the controversy, brought against our subject by his contem

poraries, I shall t'ill• out from Cl. Andr. Norrelius 1 , the Swede's "Prolegomena ad 
I ' / 5/ 6 

Phosphorum Fidei Orthodoxae", P• 23. 11Vle received," he says, "the noted book ••• at 

Berlin in the thirteenth year of the century, printed in ~uarto, to use the coillll':on 
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phrase, in which the auhtor Chaja Chajon, a man of immense erudition, with the 

f~ce and language of Jochai (i.e. R. Someon ben Jocaai in the book Sohar) and 

other learned men of his contemporaries tried to bring back his people to the 
I 

original and public confession of the Jewish church ( P• 829) 

"Here and there,moreover, in the aforementioned work he uses the same 

evidences as B. Kemper, a factwhich we have observed with great pleasure and 

~""--<l. 

delight. A bitter opponent of his was Zevi bar Jacob, a German, in charge of 

sacred things at the German synagogue at Amsterdam, who not only by his sharp 

sayings and flatteries picked lhdurmi:ak to pieces Nehemiah, who was the • here (at 

Amsterdam), but also stirred up the important Portuguese, as 11ell as the German 

Jews. The Portuguese, however, being in ~eneral more eqaable and refined, exam

ined the abov,~entioned book with quiet industry,and in a publicly expreesed 

judgment, acquitted it, as mll as the author Nehemiah, from the untav_ofable 

opinions of the Germans. Furthermore this same Nehemiah in the book ••• published 
'Z 

in octavo in 1714
1
in a publ~j legal .proceeding, gave 

' , r-1->( 
L~ns

1
there his teaching. At almost the sa1re time at 

a magnificent apology for 

arose against him a certain 
'f ~11 ...> T'I-:;? l~- _;r'J•> 1J0 

wealthy rabbi, Joseph Ergas by name, who likewise in two books .,. ,,,- and • • : ' - -
l I .J-''H-1/.e 

(Lyons, 1718,in octavo) dealt har~ly with him. But he, preparing a new apology •••• 

which appeared at Amsterdam in the ~ame year, turned his o"ll(ll weapons against so 
, · _j i n.J ...., . · , v 

impudent an adversary. He also published ••• against • •• i n which he cleansed the 

poisoned wounds of Joseph 1by showing seri ously that his thesis and his belief 

were altogether in conformity and agreement with the orthodox faith of the early 

church." To t his effect Norrelius; and at the sane time he promises extracts 

to be published later from those writings back and forth. 

Add a like reasonable opinion a. bout our Nehemiah expressed by~ C. Gui

lelmus Surenhusius which he uttered in a lette r to the af'oresaid Norrelius, pre

fixed to his Phosphorus, as follows: 11For when in 1713 the church of Jerusalem 
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had sent its envoy Nehemiah Chia Chion to our neighborhood, to collect alms, ina 

three-year period, as is generally the practise, and this learned ma.n during his 
('> I;') '6 

journey, had published at Berlin the cabbalisticalj book entitled ••• "Robut Sit 

~ Deo", in which he had taught out of the Zohar, the Trinity and other Christian 

doctrines, he had been declared a heretic by the ecclesiastics a~d his book 

given to the ff"m4es, whence a few copies were snatched from the fire which failed 

to consume them, but the author, ~th~ut i1'terference from ) he ecclesiatical ban, 

given in writing to other churches of the places by which he had to return, got 

back to his native country safely. Whence anyone may see how futile it is for 

Jews to teach the two doctrines mentioned above, when they reject them for them

selves with so much violence." 

Such are the views of Christian writers about the design and teaching 

of Nechemja. But in all other respects many of the Jews differ, especially the Ger

mans. For although our personage found among the Spanish and Portuguese Jews not a 
!' ,. 

few patrons and defenders, especially in Belgium, e.g. R. Ayllon, rabbi of the 

Spaniso Jews at Amsterdam (p. 830), many, however, attacked him vehemently. For 

an example let us adduce the preface of R. David Nieto, rabbi of the Spanish Jews 
...> 7 eK · 

at London, to the book against Nehemiah under the tiele •• which appeared in oc-

tavo at London in 1715, in Hebrew and Spanish. My translation from the Spanish 
J t1c 

reads as follows: "This little book, which presents a version of the book ••• 
1'~ I 

iLegal ~ire', which I wrote in Hebrew at the direction of the illustrious leaders 

of the synagogue, consists of two dialogues, one of which refutes and the other 

expounds. The former shows by unanswerable arguments that the doctrines which 

Nehemja clija Hayon tries to &Jh.lm«a adduce as in conformity with the Law, legiti

mate and revealed, are new, imaginary, spurious and false, and therefore contrary 

to our Holy Law, the doctrine of learned divines and scholarly Talmudists, as well 

as the infallible tradition which has been preserved through so many vexations and 



4 

calamities for more than 30 centuries, and the author should be held, without contra

diction, as an archheretic, and his teaching as heresy. 11 

"The expository dialogue conf'irms by suitable arguments what we together em

brace and believe, viz., that we have a mystical theology, which we call the Cabbala, 

and this is expressed in phrases so abstruse, ambiguous and metaphysical that no one 

could penetrate to its real maaning without the help of a divine and angelic revela

tion, or an ancient and received tradition. 

"The most obscure and enigma.tic :JJADEC phrases of this branch of learning 

induced the arch-heretic and apostate Schabtai Zevi and his menials and successors 

to expound them with a certain magisterial authority and such fidelity as if the 

inhabitants of the empyrean or the esoteric disciples of R. Simeon ban Jochai, author 

of the 1Zohar 1 , a learned man whose fame equals his piety and devotion, had arisen. 
and 

They claim for themselves the glorious name of faithful./\'elievers, and number th~ 

rest of the Jews among the heretics, blasphemers, doubters and apostates. Examples 

are to be found in Abraham Cardoso 1s book "Boker Abraham" and in Chajon 1 s "Os Lelo

him11 at the beginning of p. 83, col. 2m and at the end of the book on p. I 88, where 

he contends that he who does not admit his system concerning divinity and subscribe 

fully to his teachings is neither a Jew, nor can he keep the di vine precepts e xaotly 

and rightly .f 

"From this abominable and execra\rle hypothesis has arisen such a horrible and 

offensive schism among the caobalists that they are divided into two classes or & 

schools, the one calling its elf' Old and the other New. The Old foll01'ls I embraces and 

app~ovas the doctrine •nd teaching of R, Moses Carduero, R. Isaac Loria (who is 

called pre-eminently the German Doctor) and R.Menachem Asarja of Fano, men of the 

most complete knowle,e and remarkable character, of singular (p. 831) probity, 

devoted and blameless lite, and finally noted for their detestation of worldly 

honors, ambition and benefit, on which rocks man are wont, either from wickedness or 
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ignorance, to dash and make shipwreck. 

"Those later persons who have restored and encouraged and who followed this 

pernicious and execrable sect as if they were ignorant of the precept that the law, 

written or mental, ought not to be denied or contradicted under pain of exclusion 

and rejection from the sacred and mystical body of Israel -- with a detestable impu

dence and incredible audacity tyranically and despotically have set out to change or 

more properly speaking to overturn the chief articles of our Law, covering the exis-

v tence of God, also those about rewards and punishments -- by twisfting the text into 

the sense which they seem to prefer. Actually, however, they neiiner wish nor ought to 

tell the truth. And so they prepare them for approving their chimaeras, heresies and 

blasphemies, as will appear from the first dialogue. Therein I do not call up for 

examination all the matters that are susceptible of ref'utation, but only enough to 

show from the vain, barbarous and filthy remarks of Chajon, that his doctrine is im• 

piuos and false. 

"The Sacond Dialogue has the same scope, but in a different way. For when 

I saw that it was the design of Chajon the Arch-heretic to tear out of the souls of 

our people the roots of the firm and immutable faith and hope which they have fixed 

in the one,eternal and omni>potent God, and in this profession have endured so many 

and so great calamities, vexations and exile -- by bringing up objections that are 

light, sophistical, puerile and malicious building up his own system with vain, 

false and impiuus conjectures, created in the workshop of a barbarous and confused 

imagination, and fitting to his scheme the text of the Holy Scriptures, and the 

sayings of Talmudists and Cabbaliats. I thought it best, in aocordance with the 

worship of God and the preservation of our faith, to expound some points pertaining 

to this most grave matter. And here I should like to be asaured that wlhoever reads 

this work with due attention, without prejudice or favor to either wide, but with the 

true spirit that befits a pious and devoted Jew, will have a splendid antidote and 
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most efficacious remedy against the poison of Chajon the seducer, and at the same 

time will have a true, holy, sound and pure teaching drawn from out Holy La.wand 

our learned doctors, conforllling to sound reason, &c.• 

From this part of the preface it will be seen that R. David Nieto vio

lently attacks R. Nechemja for ta.king the cabbalistic writings of the ancients in 

another sense .froDl t ht,t commonly held among the Jews today, and specially attacl!s 

the doctrine of the unity of God. This is confirmed by what we see that Surenhusius 

and Norreliua have written to the same effect (p. 832). The same R. Nieto men-

tiona Shabbatai Zevi, as though Nechemja, a new attendant, has followed him in 

giving a new interpretation of cabbalistic doctrine. Ane hence, I think, it has coma 

about that some Jews, in order to conciliate a greater odiuni and disrepute, tried 

to throw the suspicion on Nechemja, that he had underta~ to defend the cause of 

Schabtai Zevi and the role of Messiah which he had assumed. This I myself also re

ported (part 1, p. 910) out of the mouth of certain Jews, who assured me that the 

v e.f'oresaid Schabtai still survived in the mentality of Nechemja. To me indeed Nec~em

ja, howsoever deeply innnersed in Jewish errors, seems in part to be held by the 

more recent Jews as a witness .for truth, and it is altogether regrettable that he 

has employed the manner of the Cabbalists, their umrw mode of writing which is 

so obscure that whatever he means can sometiires hardly be followed. Meanwhile that 

the Jews feared strongly for their welfare .from the writings of Nechemja, is evident 

from the fact that the Italian, English., Belgian and German synagogues not only,in 

public writings attested their dissent, and strictly forbade the members of their 

faith to follow his doctrines, but &lso the most learred Jews, including David ieto 

and Moselle Chagis, about whom anon, sharpened their pens &gainst him. 

So R. Nieto,in Dialogue l of the book just reviewed, testifies on P• 2 

that the majority of the synagogues of Italy, Germany and Turkey anathe1r.atized the 

✓ author and his books. First, moreover, to oppose him was R. Zevi Germ.anus (about 
1 (cJ<l'6 

vrhom above)/ in the succinct declaration prepared against his • •. int he month of 
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1, 
Tammuz, 1713; he was followed by R. Jehuda Bariel of J.lantua, who:& stirred up other 

heads of synagogues to do the same thing. And they obeyed this behest, as is apparent 
I ..>,{,;1 

from the letters and responsa which they issued under the name••• , about which book 

we shall speak anon. 

Nechemja indeed, either in accorance with the custom common among his peo
a 

ple, or through fear of something happening to his book, had prefixed the censures 

' ' and approbations of various rabbis to his treatise •• ; viz., Naphthali Cohe~ then 

rabbi of Frankfort on the Main, David Oppenheim, first rabbi of Prague, R. Gabriel, 

rabbi of Nikolsburg, 4aron, rabbi of Berlin and through the whole ).,ark, Jehuda Le!', 

rabbi of Glogau, Joseph b. Schelomo Fla.mmeta, rabbi of Ancona, a.nd three Venetians, 

h Solomon b. Jesohaja Nizza, David b. Solomon Altaras and Raphael b. Solomon de 

Silva. But some of them, viz., R. Gabriel, Joseph Flarometa (p. 833) & Jae. Aboab 

testified by the letters which Dwid Nieto (1. c. P• 7) adduces that they had neither 

seen the book nor ever approved it. 
_, ff cJ r'I -> 1 ~/A 

To understand this controversy#!, the boak ••• Letter of tali, is pertinent. 

This appeared anonymously, and without place or date in an edition of 20 leaves in 

quarto, at Berlin, as I suspect, by R. Mosche Chagis. In it the defenders of both 

sides to the controversy are recorded, but at the same time there is a reply to 

a work published by the Spanish Jews of Amsterdam, against u:u:Jr Moses Chagis in 

behalf of Nechemja. And let the facts in general suffice concerning the history oft he 

controversy and the excitement it aroused among the Jews. Now let us add a few 

remarks about Nechemja's writings and his principal opponent. 

1) ••• "Let there Be Strength in God" from bx Ps. 68,35, Berlin in the 

year••• 473, c. 1713, published by Baruc~ Buchbinder in 88 ouarto leaves. 

~ These are the facts about this book. The text, printed in square letters, 
, J N 1-:;i 

contains some cabalistic theses entitled••• This is ·sur~bunded by a two-fold com-
~, \?_ '6 .-\\i,11 -t-P. 

mentary, one calied ••• , the other••• The author has prefixed••• or "Innate Ideas•, 
, I 
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of which I disputes whether it is lawful to inquire into the mystery of the work Mercava. 

II. whether it is lawf'ul for anyone to teach the cabbala, or only one who resembles an 

angel of God. III. whether n.an can know God. The se Innate Ideas are examined by R. 

David Nieto in Dialogue I of the book heretofore mentioned. In the two-fold commentary 

various passages of the Holy Scriptures, the Zohar and other cabbalistical writings 

are explained. 

2) .••• at Berlin in ••• i.e. 473 C. 1713, published by Baruch Buch-

binder in 87 ouarto leaves. This is a commentary on the Pentateuch arranged in the order 

of the Parashiyyot, in which various passages of the Talmud, Midrash, Rashi and other 

interpreters of the Law are illustrated. The author writes in a preface that he, when 

on shipboard, -.s badly treated, and was deprived of everything, both books and resour

ces; however, he found a haven at Prague with David Oppenheim, head of the synagogue, 

..,,,. who helped him generously; he wrote this book in three months tine • 
./' 

3) •••• "Flame of God", from Cinticles VIIl,6. A commentary on the Zohar • 

.Amsterdam 474 D. 1714, in 27 octavo leaves, to which are added another work of 7 
.. ,,{; . Q) 

leaves:#=ll=IH/= entitled • .. J ' (p. 834) 
llCJr) 

4) •••• "The Secret of Unity~, at Venice in••• 471, c. 1711, in 48 
.-; 

fl 
l6mo leaves, published by Jehuda B. Joseph ••• It treats of the mysteries of Keriath 

' •/: A_, 

Schema. This book includes another .entitled ••• "Supreme Crown•, which comments on the 
I 

unity of God, in a cabbalistic manner. 

i;J That the first book of our writer had many enemies among the Jews, is 

evident tron1 the above. Chief of these was R. Zevi b. Jacob, a German, head of the syna

gogue of the German Jews at Amsterdam. He was followed by R. David Nieto in the book 

just reviewed a little more fully which we have also discussed above under his name; 
. c1\\'i)~ 1 

then by R. Mosche Chagis in • • • • a •,out whom also 
I 

see above under his name. Letters of 

other rabbis from various regions and synagogues, combined in one volume, appeared at 
~1 7) ~/ 

Amsterdam in 474, c. 1714, in octavo, with 51 leaves, under the title••• •wars of God, 

and the Sword of God." It contains the judgments of various synagogues, chiefly lt&lif.n , 
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e.g., h of Rome, Ancona, etc. that our hero should be expelled from the Jewish body. 

Add••• about which see shortly previously. 

To these was opposed Nechemja in various smaller writings, viz., in•••• "Hunter 

of the Stag", (Amsterdam 474, c. 1714, in octavo, 40 pages).. These the polemical writing 
,-

of R. Zevi b. Jacob, critical of' Nechemja under the title ••• ,"Poison of the Stag•, 
C> 

was refuted, with another refutation added on the side, entitled ••. Prefixed is an 

approbation of the rabbis of the synagogue of the Spanish Jews at Amsterdam, Solomoh 

b. Jacob Ailjon, David b. Atar, Sohemuel b. Aa.ron, David Israel Athiae, Solomon Abar

banel, Solomon de Mesa, doctor, and David Mendes de Silva, together with :to a rather 

lov.g preface of Nechemja, in which he goes over the history of the controversy affect

ing him. At the end, P• 37 ff, is an argument against R. Kaphthali Cohen, onetime 

rabbi at Frankfort on the Main. 
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