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Mrs. Adele Silver
2841 Weybridge Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120

Dear Adele:

I was attending a meeting of our Publications Committee this past week, and
mention was made of Daniel’s wonderful book, Images of Moses, which we
understand is out of print. Jeffrey Salkin, who chairs the committee, noted that
Basic Books had published it in 1982, and he felt that it remains one of the very
best books on Moses that has ever been published. It deserves to see the light of
day again.

I was therefore asked to explore what it would take to bring this book back to print,
and wonder if you have some idea as to where the copyright currently resides, and
therefore with whom we should be holding this conversation. If you have any
advice on this, I would be most grateful.

I hope that you have been keeping well, and look forward to hearing from you.
With every good wish.

Sincerely, " -2%2-99

Elliot L. Stevens
Director of Publications
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Rabbi Hugo Gryn West London Synagogue
21st February 1991
Dearest Adele,

I cannot tell you how touched we both were to receive 'The Story

of Scripture' and how eagerly I fell upon it. It is truly a fine
work and I am very grateful to you for your thoughtfulness and
generosity. The photograph on the cover was so touching and I am
glad that you chose one that tells so much about Daniel in the time
when he laboured on this book. I also find it very moving that

his closing sentence should be 'life defined the text'. Nor could I
help thinking that Daniel's finest work - and sermon! - was his life.

You are also very much in our thoughts when we were in Israel a few
days ago. We were taken to see the SCUD dammage in Ramat Gan and
Ramat Chen and to find that one of the devastated sections was on

Abba Hillel Silver Street! A bitter irony.

We also met there Mr. Herzl Levy who was the 'hero of the day'. An
elderly man whose house was in absolute ruin but who endeared himself

p.-t.o.



to the Israeli public by being pictured planting an Israeli flag on
top of the rubble. I asked him why he did that and his answer was
"T had to do something and I couldn't think of anything else".

Again I thank you and send you loving greetings.

iy

Yours as always,
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February 15, 1994

Adele Silver
2841 Weybridge Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120

Dear Adele:
Thank you so much for your note. You are much too kind in your praise. Daniel owed a

great deal to you and very little to me. Most of all what remains with me is the memory of
his amazing courage. I hope you are well and wish you all the best. Please stay in touch.

With warm regards,




\ BABYLONIAN COLLECTION
STERLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY
¢ | YALE UNIVERSITY
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06520

Curator
WILLIAM W. HALLO
Professor of Assyriology
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August 24, 1990

Look at Books

By Sol H. Marshall, written exclusively for The Messenger
Continuous Reading For Constant Study

HERE MAY BE FOUR

major movements
within Judaism, but there
are divisions within these
streams of belief In the
same manner, there are
varying interpretations of
the “written word” of

Judaism,
Scholars and teachers
exchange ideas and

develop new concepts and |
interpretation 8, J.ht.}” are
disseminated in ¢
mons, chh es, P
and f’na'n intheirb
The vast sc

orderto keep
the new !
Judaism which comes into
the marketplace each
month.
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The Stary “of Scripture:
From Oral Tradition to the
Written Word. By Rabbi
Daniel Jeremy Silver. Basi¢
Books, Inc. $22.95,

Rabbi Silver challenges
the popular convietion
that scripture is a sacred
text, the literal! word of
God that may not be tam-
pered with. He argues in-
stead that the truly crea-
tiveeraineachofthethree
major Western religious
traditions—Judaism,
Christianity and Islam—
occurred before they had
developed a written scrip-
ture, Thus, much of what is
now reported to be the
word of God originated in
oral traditions that were
subject to frequent revi-
sions through the ages.

“The Story of Seripture”
recounts in detail how the
spread of. literacy among
the upper classes, more
than any religious impera-.
tive, prompted the commu-
mty to write down its living
oraly ° traditions.  The
emergence of a scripture
helped define a faith’s
teachings with greater pre-
cision but, at the same
time, hampered the faith’s
freedom to adapt to chang-
ing eircumstances.

A second scripture in-
evitably arose—the Tal-
mud in the case of
Judaism—which was more
systematic and pedantic,
less evocative and poetic
than the original scripture,
and which tended to justify
and interpret positions
adopted by new religious
leaders.

The history of scripture,
says Rabbi Silver, de-~
pended on who controlled
the interpretation and
what readings they au-
thorized. “The Story of
Scripture” provides a cor-
rective to the dangerous
dogmatic pronouncements
that have marked the re-
‘cpqt glopal explosion of re-



o PLEL B

- 5
R

A matter of biblical interpretation; a Vi

The Story of Scripture
By Daniel Jeremy Silver
Basic Books, $22.95, 302 pages

A Time of War
By Michael Peterson
Pocket Books-Simon and Schuster
$19.95, 580 pages

Our first entry for today, “The Story of Scrip-
ture,” subtitled “From Oral Tradition to the Writ-
ten World,” is the last book by Rabbi Danie!
Jeremy Silver, who presided at The Temple in
Cleveland for more than 30 years until his death
Book in 1989. In an easy, almost con:

00 versational, style, Rabbi Silver
review wrote 1o express what I would
call his dismay at “the resur-
gence of scriptural innocence in our imes.”

He is distressed: “Powerful forces are at work
in the Jewish, Christian and Islarme worlds: black
hat orthodoxy, evangelical churches and the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, each out to coerce its comumue
nity to organize around rules and practices that
each insists its scripture prescribes. . . . As the
successful activities of the Ayatollah Khomeuni,
Rabbi Menachem Schneerson and the Rev. Jerry
Falwell have testified, the literal understandi - of
scripture is very much alive.

As its subtitle hints, the book’s central thesis is
that the Bible (and most especially, the five books
of Moses or Torah) were not penned directly by
God, but represented an oral, developing sense of
a community of faith. “The historical fact is that
for most of what is commonly described as bibh
cal times, there was as yet no Bible. Each tnbe
had its own oral traditions. Oral traditions use
and reuse incident, image and idiom. . .. The
tribes had no written literature. Theirs was an
oral culture, an amalgam of law, saga, chenshed
genealogies, sacred hymns and of course a many-
sided folk wisdom which was both practical —
when 1o plant and when to harvest — and philo-
sophic — how life had begun and how evil it had
cometobe.”

He makes a clever point (which I had nevei
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JOHN LINSENMEYER

heard before) that because the Hebrews adopted
an alphabetic or phonetic system of writing, rath-
er than “pictographs” like Egyptian hieroglyphics
or Chinese or Japanese writing, this “may ac-
count for their remarkably consistent literary pref-
erence for simplicity over complexity. Did Israel’s
Jate arrival into the world of the written word have
something to do with its ability 1o conceive of one
God over many, of one creation over separat¢
natural forces, of one human {famuly over separate
and distinct tribal ancestors?”

1 enjoyed Rabbi Silver’s book. 1 share his lack
of regard for literalists and fanatics of any persua-
sion, and enjoyed his deft demonstration that
they are not even consistent. What right-wing
fewish fanatic, he asks, takes literally Mose<” <tip-

priesthood™ or insists ““that a witch
humed and an adultress sioned.” Bottom i

you have any interest m matiers biblical, regard-

less of your denomination, I think you will enjoy
Rabbi Stlver.
®

“A Time of War” is the latest in a growing line
of novels about the Vietnam War. It is primanly
the story of an upper-crust liberal Democrat and
former Kennedy protege, Bradley Marshall, whe
was chosen by President Lyndon Johnson to be
his special ambassador to Vietnam in late 1967,
to bring back “the truth” in lieu of what Johnson

(MM Tmﬂ
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correctly suspected to be large amounts of baider-
dash from the military and the CIA. :

As with any good war novel, there are a num-
ber of stories going on simuitaneously: U.S. Ma-
rine Lt. Luke Bishop and his platoon on a hillside
near Khe Sanh, Wilson Abbott Lord, CIA fanatic
who is willing actually to murder Marshall to pre-
vent him taking home a report that the war is
politically unwinnable, U.S. Marine Cpl. Ron
Mead, Marshall’s heroic bodyguard, and Mead’s
beautiful Vietnamese girlfriend and a host of bit
players, including a sleazy French voluptuary
named Lacouture, who eamns his living and gnar-
antees his survival as an information broker
among all sides, and possible accomplice to mur-
der. j

If this sounds like fairly routine stuff, it isn’t.
“A Time of War” is a first-class novel. The pringi-
pal characters are three-dimensional and well-
drawn rather than stereotypes, and Michael Pe-

terson even went so far as to give the truly sinister”

spook Wilson Lord some plausible motivation
for his behavior. To be sure, some of the charac-
ters, like the saintly Teresa Hawthorne, an ex-nun
working with Vietnamese children who became
the target of the ambassador’s ever-roving eye,
seemed a bit too good to be true. But I have
known peopie who, like her, did indeed seem too
good to be true, yet who are just as real as the rest
of us. | particularly admired Peterson’s talent for
dialogue; rather than the wooden cliches of Rob-
ert Ludlum or Eric Van Lustbader, these charac-
ters sound authentic. : :
Peterson not only has impressive writing tal-
ents, he also has a good sense of time and place
(gathered. no doubt, during his term of service as
Marine officer in Vietnam), and has, moreover, a
good sense of politics, both American and Viet-
namese. If you are rationing yourself to only one
Vietnam novel or one war novel this year, you
could doalot worse than “A Timeof War.” -
John Linsenmeyer is a Senior litigation part
in the international firm 3[ Morgan, Lewis and
e.

Bockius. He lives in Riversi
‘—

L -

.

etham Warnovel

i

pord
.



H

§f{>’(‘fo

lruanad

—




	ms5493.001.002.pdf
	img20220331_14401093
	img20220331_14404107
	img20220331_14410033
	img20220331_14412654
	img20220331_14414700
	img20220331_14441894
	img20220331_14444286
	img20220331_14450858
	img20220331_14453883




