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Religion 
New Challenge to 
Jewish Seminaries 

Protestants and Roman Cath­
olics are accustomed to the fact 
that their -seminaries are often 
at the forefront of radical 
change-witness the recent stu­
dent sit-in at Union Theological 
Seminary in support of demands 
by black militant leader James 
Forman. 

In Judaism, however, semi­
naries have traditionally per­
formed the opposite function. 
Whether Orthodox, Conserva­
tive or Reform, they have seen 
their role as the chief guardians 
of their particular tradition and 
tended to view criticism, much 
less reform, with suspicion. 

Last week this stance came 
under fire at a -symposium spon­
sored by Judaism, a quarterly 
magazine ,published by the 
American Jewish Congress. In 
the principal address Rabbi Dan­
iel Jeremy Silver, president of 
the National Foundation for Jew­
ish Culture, called for major 
changes in Jewish seminaries on 
the ground that they were 
"placid, past-oriented and 
pedantic." 

In doing so, he reflected a 
growing anxiety among younger 
rabbis and students that is al­
ready leading to some radical 
experimentation in Jewish relig­
ious training. 

There are three major Jewish 
seminaries 'in the country with 
a combined total of about 400 
students. These are the seminary 
in Yeshiva University (Ortho­
dox) and Jewish Theological 
Seminary (Conservative) in New 
York, and the Hebrew Union 
College Jewish Institute of Re­
ligion (Reform), which has fa. 
cilities in both New York and 
Cincinnati, 

Without mentioning names, 
Rabbi Silver, a Reform rabbi, 
made two basic charges. First, 
he said, Jewish seminaries have 
degener,ated into little more than 
technical or "trade" schools 
aimed at churning out congrega­
tional rabbis. "Scholarship is 
sacrificed to courses in tech­
nique," he said, "and the re­
sulting mix is neither the meat 
of learning nor the milk of coun­
seling." 

Second, despite their urban 
setting, today's seminaries have 
cut themselves off from modern 
life and culture. "Almost all rab­
binic trafning is carried out in 
splendid isolation," he said, 
"even in the middle of New 
York." 

Rabbi Silver is not the first 
to make such observations. The 
main article in the current 
American Jewish Yearbook is 
a detailed critique of American 
seminaries by Charles S. Lieb­
man, chairman of the Depart­
ment of Political Science at 
Yeshiva. 

Dr. Liebman noted that to-

day's seminaries are still mod-. 
eled on 19th century European 
institutions. They reflect either 
the "yeshivot," where the Tai . 
mud was studied in isolation 
from contemporary culture, or 
the "Wissenschaft des Juden- . 
turns," where Jewish culture was , 
studied in a broad sense with, 
the emphasis on • dispassionate, 
examination. 

There is a growing convic-1 
tion, however, that both models. 
are now inadequate for a young- , 
er generation that seeks to com- , 
bine a strong sense of ethnic , 
identity with radical social in­
volvement and a new sense of 
communal fdentity. • • " •• 

iRabbi Silver had at least three 
suggestions for reforming semj- . 
nary education. He called for' 
an end to "sectarianism" and 
urged that seminaries become' 
part of modern university sys- , 
terns where students could study · 
Jewish law in conjunction with ' 
Eastern philosophy, psychology, , 
Semitic languages and other dis- , 
ciplines. 

He urged the development · of , 
experimental curricula, includ­
ing an end to the present ·sys­
tem where each particular aca­
demic discipline is more or less: 
a world unto itself. Finally, be 
suggested what may be the most 
.radical change of all: ,the or­
daining of women. 

Rabbi Silver drew some harsh 1 criticisms from seminary offh 
cials present. Rabbi Emanuel 
Rackman of Yeshiva University, , 
for instance, said that an at­
tack is being waged on the Tal­
mud "at all levels" and called 
the situation "pathetic." 

In actuality, experiments are '. 
already under way to implement 
the sort of changes envisioned 
by Rabbi Silver. 

A new reconstructionist Rab­
binical College was started last 
year in Philadelphia where stu­
dents are required to explore 
other religions and where : 
courses are integrated into . the 
program of Temple University. · 

Even more radical is the 
Havurat Shalom, an experimen­
tal seminary in Cambridge, 
Mass., where students and facul: 
ty have established a commwiity 
and make decisions ·011 courses . 
and other matters on a group 
basis. The first gr1lduatesi"will 
receive the title of "haver," 
meaning fellow or associate, 
rather than rabbi. 

In New York another group 
of about 15 graduate students:· 
and others have incorporatecf. 
themselves as the Havurah, att 
experimental community and , 
academic institution that seeks ' 
to "clarify and deepen, beyond , 
current formulations, the mean- ~ 
ing of being a Jew in twentieth- ~ 
century America." • 

_ -EDWARD B. FISKE ~ 
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of I.srael 
How Th.ey rew 

BY ROBERT KIRSCH 

o There arc manv liistoric<l of the Je,•; , , - t hL t~Je~ (•f: 
Jud:ti,m arc rctai i•;e y ra:·0. lt may be a•:, .ul th,1t the 
two cannot be separated. and Daniel J< r~ .. :: Siln~r ar.:l 
Bernard ~lnrtin, author~ of ''A History oi Ju• ,aism'' (Bl• 
sic Book~: $30; two ,·ol -.. oxed, illu tr Md), concede 
that "the slo1·r of Jud:J i:::• n cannot be to'd v:itbout re, 

·rerCll('C to the story of the Jewish !,)CO 1•.!-itS liri '£$ 
bearer~.• • . . 

Ine,•ilably. il°Ei a qt1 C"[1, ,n of cnwhac•s, :1>'11J-thc:;e int• 
pres~il'\:: Yolume~ (thr fir t: _ "Fro1·1 t.Jraho.m to 
Maimonides'' l:>.\· Sil r cr; the second: •· E: i"t :! awl the 
New \\'orld' 1 b.v Martin\ those aspec t ~ ·ocial an:! 
politit ii history arc g1 \·c1 which are e- e:• '1.tl :;ro,md ti) 
the de ·clnpment of ,111 1:1,.Jying religio:11 : ; H, ,,ophy, it\• 
trllcl'L •: :-i l and ~p1ntunl t·• ltmr. 

"\\°ht1 l , 'C have at e:npt~d here," th,· - 1· hors ii:iy, 1,~ 
:rn ac:count of lh spi.ritu.il odyssey of t1 : J .wbh pN>· 
pie from il,, beginning,- to I he prc!'Cnt , In• , \ \ c ha Ye re­
fused to rcstri t out' U11< l"rstanding of Ju •..1is111 lo 9. 

. • Crcrd. code of concluC' l or tu\lir systrm .. Jurhism is all 
: of the=C' ,111ct more, It ,)1-'.,J includrs lh! 11tirc inlcllcc, 
. tua\ culrnre of th(' ,f('\,;j, )) people anti , • hC'n1m1~l\'.\ 
that ha l'C :-ignificantl,1 inoldrd its innr. " l 

'l'hi~ i,; an arnhiliOll~ ll ll(lcrtaking ft>1d J • h,1p, cv~ <l 
an arrogrmt one. The a~tonishing thii ; ; that the .~u­
thor~ 1101 0nl,v ha,·c dt% ·ercd 011 th il' p , :ni:;:c, they 
ha,·c done so with clcganC'e of style, br Ith or eruct\ • 

. lion :rnd fidelity to gr~a l complcxit.: . , I''! variety of 
Pico. r Tu , ,, /o l'ti{lt 1;4 

Index on Page 22 
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.Books-

The Children· of 

·Israel and 
How They Grew 

<;:onlin·1~ccl from First Pal)c 
s0urce ·and expression. It is a richly informing, always 
st irnu!ating reading experience. 

Kich gcner:ilion mu~t test its understanding in the 
·light of its own val u,~; and standards, its scholarship. 
Th? authors quickly dt'fine theirs: They arc "products 
of lhc Western intell.'clual tradition, now in their mid­
dle years, libel'al and critical in their orientation to-­
ward the Jewish tradition, but nonetheless committed 
Jew~. We were train '.'.\ to respect intellectual honesty, 
to sil'i \·e for truth and to avoid twisting facts to fit pre­
c0ncci 1·ed ideologies. These pages were written in the 
i;p1 it of Jove, but not JS apologetic_s.• • 

It is not a stance th, t will atisfy all readers-though 
the governing appro:ich is a judicious one. to do justice• 
to th~ contending b<' l1"fs and philosophies which are 
tourhcrl upon in there pages. For Judaism, though it 
hac; an irreducible coriimon core of covenant and law, a 
unity, is a way of !if , thought and faith which has pro­
dttced the the wiuest range of philosphical and imagin­

~ . at ire response. And \~ ithin its own community, certain­
o: ly, from the period of the Prophets, in terpreters of 
<( Cod's will and mcani11t; ha·.re injected an existential 
~ no·e, or an emphasi• on life-style, or a means of re-
m sp,:rnding to a partic111Jr challenge. Pharisee, Sadducee, ti= i, ,;;~nc. Kara ite, Helk:ni;;t, Hasid, Kabbalist. Reform 
• J rw. conservative Jew, Orthodox or neo-Orthodox Jew; 
~ JfJskalahnik or Ziornst-Jcws have argued ,oclrine, 
o ideals. moral values a·1rl imperatives, and have found in 3 • Jaw, literat ure and hi~lol'y provenance for their acts 
CJ) and beliefs. 

Which is the authentic Judaism? In the lighl of the 
·n:\rrJtive here, each reader will give his own interpre­
tation. The authors do not shrink from gi~ing their : 
''Our studies confirm our preconception that, despite all 
th changes; there has been no age which has not lis­
tened reverently to the divine voice of Sinai, no gener­
ation without a gripping tension between the word of 
God and palpable realit ie.;; of the present day. The Jew 
h:is always looked back, and his historical past has al-
, , , ... inf"~ r. • ....,_ . .. , ...... , "' 
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ning: "Can a communi ty that bases its life on a revealed 
l!'lw undergo endless change?" • • 

History says yes. Thal record is documented here in 
the li teratu re itself. One cannot read about Judaism 
and its long developme:1l-its confrontation of spiri­
tual and worldly matters, its linkage with Western cul-
turc- w°H"hout sens'.'.l~ - that its e:xpericnce somehow 

a result of the antagonism of 01 t ,id communities. 
Would Jurlaism ha\·e survived vi/11,1ut anti-Semitism 
:J1irl persecution? The question is n1Jl easi ly answc1 eel, 

• but the e1·idcnce adduced here is in is cnt if not a tota l 
anS\\'Cr. There is a positive current "l t the cen er of Ju. 
dai,;m, a commilment beyond defense and re~pon.;;e. 
While it is true that no period, ho \1 ever hospitable lo-

,. l,.. ' 



ai ,.. s n<l1 11{ to I p.1 rli ular lnll ng . Ph riscc. 
u.. & cne, Ka, .Ii , Helleni t. Hasid, K bbali t, Reform 
• J w, co sen· 1ve Jew, Ort ox or neo-Ortho ox Jew;· 
~ I-I skalahnik or Zioni t-Jcw • have ar ued d ctrine, 
o ideals, mor..1! v:ilues a 1 I im r ive , a 1d have f und in 5 • law. liter lure and hi ory I r vcnance for their acts 
Cl) and belief . 

Which i. the authentic Judaism? In the light of the 
·narraliv hc1"-' , each reader will ive his own inl 1·pre­
t lion. T he :.i thors do no shrink from gi'_'.ing their : 
"Our . tuch~· c- 11fi rm our pr conception that. despite all 
th changes, tlwre h s been no ag which has n t Ii~• 
ten d r er •11t1.r to the di vine voice of Sinai, no~ ner­
ation without. a ripping t ' nsi n between th word of 
God and palp l realities of the present day. Th Jew 
has alwa •s looked back, and hi· historical past h s al­
ways informed his presen t." 

In the m i;;l' of history. Sil\-.:r seek • lo trace fro 1 his-· 
tol'y, ar haeolor•y. cr;mpar..itive ancient cultur , ely­
molo y, ruyth nd folklore the naturt: of the ·emino­
_madic trib ·s c,tllcd the Hdirew , emergin" on the 
stage of histcry under the lcaJcrship of >raham of Ur 
ir1 111 o otJ ni 1. McsopotamiJn myth , c 1lture and 
laws profoun ll} in[lu need tl-i rarliesr Hebrews. Theit· 
Gi10 J.mCi, r ic, . uit bly 0, lific . par. II ls scriptural 
storic•· t (' tt · :en of Ed ·n, th Fico , the Tower of 
Babel. 
There is one -:; ulation in Silver•· reconstruction of 
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ning: "C;m a community that bases its life on a revealed 
l~w undergo endless change'!" • 

History say ye . That record is documented here in 
the literature itself.° One ca nnot read a bout Judaism· 
and its long developm nt-its confrontation of spiri- " 
tual and world ly matters, its linkage with Western cul­
ture-w'ithout sensing that its experience · somehow 
dramatizes th meaning and significance of history it­
self. This is true, of cou1 e. of other histories and ways 
of life;· but none offers so continuous and pervading a 
theme of men grappling with events and de tinies as a 
riddle of God's _p urpose, power and law. 

Prin itive Judaism, unlike other Asian faiths, did not 
emphasize lhe miraculous power within nature which 
animates life; it stressed lhe miraculous power within 
the covenant which bound God and man.• .. . The He­
brews saw God pr-imanty in history, while others saw 
God primarily in nature." • 

To establish the narrative. Silver must work with the 
care of someone trying to restore the original and suc­
·ceeding words of a manuscript written bn by genera­
tions of scribe , sccking the several tru ths of what hap­
pened and what succeedin<Y generations of men be­
lieved had happened. His reconstruction is nothing less 
than brilliant. 

•this earlie0:l p •ri, d, but it is inf rmed speculation. It in 
no way drmc . .n., the Hebrew genius or tradition to ex­
amine U1c w:11 in which idc.-is in the air becan p rt of 
their fail .·1 iammurabi's laws arc announced to be "his 
wurds.• B'bl:< l law ·has no source but Go himself: 
''God spok,' all these words s.1y ing . : . " In R bylon and 
Assyria, the l(n"s and nobleo; had special rights; the 
Hebre ws accc·ptccl in their covenant. the comm n lity Ma1:tin's task i::; different but no· less arduous. ·He of men -for..! ·:od. Even 1f•>~cs he lawgiver w, s a takes up the story after Maimonides and track . the re-m 'cnger. {o !> int, no un fl.1w m 11 , a sta m rcr, • sponses within Judaism to the ohallen es of lhe later • he wa ca1i:tl>I ~ of di,;obe lie .cc to God's command. Middle Ages in Spain, France, Germany and Italy, • · through the or eal of the Spanish expulsion, the Rcfor-The Hel,rcw c ,,enant was not negotiated with Cod. mation. and th Counter- ,cformation, the rise of Hasi-It was han,led do·.vn, bindin0 , eternal and without a re- dism, and the Ha kalah, the movement of enlighten-lease clau ., hracl, of all the pcorle of the area, invest• ment, which sought to meet the most profound chal-ed an intenS<: p ychic energy in the covenant, scaled it Jenge of all-the civil ema ncipation of the Jews in the by circumci~ion. Why? "Po ~ibl y f r no better re son 19th century. -than that th•~, e had been a covenant with Abraham, 
and this ccvc1• , 11t had been rcn wed al Sinai and pcri- Each historical experience, as in the past, brought its ociically th..:r Jfl 0 r. Covenant may be a primary d:1tum.' 'own response· oi~ collection of responses. Each exposure Great spiri ual mnme:1ts arc original happenings." • to other cultures timuiated attempts to absorb or un- _ And once the ' happen, they are foundation. Men derstand but always to survive.- Jewish communities may discur•; :uitl xhort, may f,tlter and doubt. may ra- were never h rrnctically scaled even in· the worst of tionalizc and ~mbroider, but th y must inevitably re- ghetto ·umes. There were always reaction and interac- , .• -turn to that source. That is the paradoxical e:·· nee of lion. . t~e Ju I· i~ erp, ri-:nce: ~~e dri1· of il:5 survival, the ~af :·., .;~ , -~_ne of. the ericlu ril1~. 9u~stions_ is whether thF ~~ryi-,:.: .. ~i sic am; vcr o quc tton posed by Stiver at th b i;m- • ··•., .. val o( J@£1ism i!l.ils.. •acious.(orrnli,aU.cl. approaclw& )\"a,ci , ,~ • . ' ~.. . ..... 

a result of the antagonism of ouf.side communitie . 
Would Judaism have survived witho t an i-Semi i m 
and p~rsecution?-The question is not easily an~wered, 

·but the evidence adduced here is insistent if not a t tal 
an wer. There is a po itive current at the center of Ju­
dai··m, a commitment beyond defense and respon· . 
While it is true that no period, however hospitable to­
ward the Jews, was free of the memory of disaster an 
defeat, it is equally true that many of its most creative 
and convincing thin"kcrs write out of a love and fealty 

. to their poepJe and its covenant. 

. However, seductive that question m·ay· be, ·what the 
authors deal with here is the_ reality ·or that history. 
"Am Yisrael hai, the Jewish people live-and will con­
ti nue to live," Martin says. Beneath and beyond the 
text, there b the sen e of tho e martyred, of thos \ ·ho 

• may have opted out, of tho who assimilate and th e 
who di appear. In short, the Jews, despit their uni­
queness as a people, reflect the broad spectrum of hu­
manity. And another truth emerges: the covenant is re­
newed by choice. 

But it is never a siinple ch ice. The 1:ange of resp nse 
CO\'er a diversity of view and temperament from Ma i­
monides to Joseph Karo, fro 1 Hillel to Herzl, from Phi ­
lo to A.D. Gordon, from mysticism to rationalism, from 
Hasidism t9 Zionism, from Josephus (in . these pa cs 
somewhat unfairly designated a "stooge") to Aki ·a. nut 

• in the tension between the inheri ted history and th 
challenging reality, we see the powerful creati,•e force 
of Judaism, the uni ty and divers.ily. Jewi h life wa vs 
complex and compelling as the'\vorld in which it w, 
lived. 
• The· two volumes not only are fasc inating reading 
but are. in .addition, a virtual anthology of Judai li ter­
ature. _ oles, -appendices, an excellent a11d comprehen­
sive glossary and a critical bibliography are pro 'idcd. 
One may question some of the assessments as being too 
harsh (Salo Baron's · massive "A Social -and Religiou -
History of the Jews'' is described · as "verbose and 
murky" and Ml Di111011l's "Jews, God and Historv" is 
somewhat facilely dismissed as "popular because it in­
vents what everv Jew would like to believe hb hi ton· 
had been"), but the;;e are minor lapses in what i,;, o;t 
th .•\ 1ole, a1brillia11t1 inionncd -ancJ., thouiht ul acco :1- . 1 , r s)j1 enL :i d .,,_ ,.·;, . . • .,, ! .•-: r. "' I ~ • • ; ·~ • • . ' 
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