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Religion

New Challenge to

SEP——

Jewish Seminaries

Protestants and Roman Cath-
olics are accustomed to the fact
that their seminaries are often
at the forefront of radical
change—witness the recent stu-
dent sit-in at Union Theological
Seminary in support of demands
by black militant leader James
Forman.

In Judaism, however, semi-
naries have traditionally per-
formed the opposite function.
Whether Orthodox, Conserva-
tive or Reform, they have seen
their role as the chief guardians
of their particular tradition and
tended to view criticism, much
less reform, with suspicion.

Last week this stance came
under fire at a symposium spon-
sored by Judaism, a quarterly
magazine published by the
American Jewish Congress. In
the principal address Rabbi Dan-
iel Jeremy Silver, president of
the National Foundation for Jew-
ish Culture, called for major
changes in Jewish seminaries on
the ground that they were
“placid, past-oriented and
pedantic.”

In doing so, he reflected a
growing anxiety among younger
rabbis and students that is al-
ready leading to some radical
experimentation in Jewish relig-
ious training.

There are three major Jewish
seminaries in the country with
a combined total of about 400
students. These are the seminary
in Yeshiva University (Ortho-
dox) and Jewish Theological
Seminary (Conservative) in New
York, and the Hebrew Union
College Jewish Institute of Re-
ligion (Reform), which has fa-
cilities in both New York and
Cincinnati,

Without mentioning names,
Rabbi - Silver, a Reform rabbi,
made two basic charges. First,
he said, Jewish seminaries have
degenerated into little more than
technical or “trade” schools
aimed at churning out congrega-
tional rabbis. “Scholarship is
sacrificed to courses in tech-
nique,” he said, “and the ‘re-
sulting mix is neither the meat
of learning nor the milk of coun-
seling.”

Second, despite their urban
setting, today’s seminaries have
cut themselves off from modern
life and culture. “Almost all rab-
binic training is carried out in
splendid isolation,” he said,
“even in the middle of New
York.”

Rabbi Silver is not the first
to make such observations. The
main article in the current
American Jewish Yearbook is
a detailed critique of American
seminaries by Charles S. Lieb-
man, chairman of the Depart-
ment of Political Science at
Yeshiva.

Dr. Liebman noted that to-

day’s seminaries are still mod-
eled on 19th century European
institutions. They reflect either

the “yeshivot,” where ‘the Tal- -

mud was studied in isolation
from contemporary culture, or

the “Wissenschaft des Juden-,

tums,” where Jewish culture was:

studied in a broad sense with;
the emphasis on - dispassionate,

examination.
There is a growing convic-

tion, however, that both models’
are now inadequate for a young-.

er generation that seeks to com-

bine a strong sense of ethnic’
identity with radical social in--

volvement and a new sense of.

communal identity.
Rabbi Silver had at least three

suggestions for reforming semi-:
nary education. He called for!
an end to *‘“sectarianism” and

urged that seminaries become

part of modern university sys-:
tems where students could study’
Jewish law in conjunction with"
Eastern philosophy, psychology,:

Semitic languages and other dis-
ciplines.

He urged the development of
experimental curricula, includ-
ing an end to the present sys-
tem where each particular aca-

demic discipline is more or less:

a world unto itself. Finally, he
suggested what may be the most

radical change of all: the or--

daining of women.

Rabbi Silver drew some harsh. -
criticisms from seminary offi-
Emanuel |
Rackman of Yeshiva University,

cials present. Rabbi

for instance, said that an at-
tack is being waged on the Tal-

mud “at all levels” and called

the situation “pathetic.”

In actuality, experiments are’

already under way to implement
the sort of changes envisioned
by Rabbi Silver.

A new reconstructionist Rab-

binical College was started last’

year in Philadelphia where stu-
dents are required to explore
other religions
courses are integrated into the

program of Temple University. '

Even more radical is the
Havurat Shalom, an experimen-
tal seminary in Cambridge,
Mass., where students and facul-
ty have established a community
and make decisions on courses
and other matters on a group
basis. The first graduates“will
receive the title of

rather than rabbi. s

and where:

uhave'r’rnx
meaning fellow or associate,.

In New York another group

of about 15 graduate students

and others have incorporated

themselves as the Havurah, an
experimental community and
academic institution that seeks
to “clarify and deepen, beyond
current formulations, the mean-
ing of being a Jew in twentieth-
century America.”

—EDWARD B. FISKE
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® There are many historics of the Jew:, bt histories of
Judaism ave relatively raze. It may be argued that the
two cannot be separaled, and Daniel Jere vy Silver and
Bernard Martin, authors of "A. History of Judaism” (Ba»
sic Books: $30; two vols, boxed, illustrited), concade
that "the story of Judaizm cannot be told without ves
ference to the story of the Jewish poonle-=its fiving
bearers.” : .

Inevitably, it is a question of emphasis, andthese im-
pressive volumes (the first: "From Abraham to
Maimonides” by Silver; the second: "Evrope and the
New World" by Martin) -those aspects of socigl and
political history are given which are e ground to
the dey vh)prm it of an ¢volving religion, 1 hilosophy, it
tellectiial and spiritual ¢l

Hure, . 4
"What we bave atternpied here! the authors say, %8

an account of the spivitual odyssey of the Jewish pea-
ple from its beginnings to the present dav, We have re-
fused to restrict owr understanding ut’ Judaism to &
-ereed, code of conduet or cultic system. Judaism is aft
-of theze and more, It aleo includes t. o eptive intellog.
Jtual culture of the Jewish people and t + vhenomena
that have significantly molded its inner | ;

This is an ambitiovs undertaking and e haps even
an arrogant-one. The astonishing thx ‘.: that the au-
thors hot only have delivered en l} I promise, they
- : SWotory cry have done so with elegance of style, bre adth of \n;di»
A — , » e g ¢ %
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| The Children of

lsrael and |
How They Grew

Continued from First Page

. source and expression. It is a richly informing, always

stimulating reading experience.
Each generation must test its understanding in the

‘light of its own values and standards, its scholarship.

‘Tha authors quickly define theirs: They are "products
of the Western intelloctual tradition, now in their mid-
dle years, liberal and critical in their orientation to-
ward the Jewish tradition, but nonetheless committed
Jews. We were trained to respect intellectual honesty,
to strive for truth and to avoid twisting facts to fit pre-
conceived ideologies. These pages were written in the
spirit of love, but not as apologetics." :

It is not a stance that will satisfy all readers—though
the governing approach is a judicious one, to do justice:
to the contending belicfs and philosophies which are
touched upon in these pages. For Judaism, though it
has an irreducible common core of covenant and law, a
unity, is a way of life, thought and faith which has pro-
duced the the widest range of philosphical and imagin-
ative response. And within its own community, certain-
ly, from the period of the Prophets, interpreters of
God's will and meaning have injected an existential
note, or an emphasis on life-style, or a means of re-
sponding to a particular challenge. Pharisee, Sadducee,
Essene, Karaite, Hellenist, Hasid, Kabbalist, Reform
Jow, conservative Jew, Orthodox or neo-Orthodox Jew,
Haskalahnik or Zionist—Jews have argued doctrine,
ideals, moral values and imperatives, and have found in

" law, literature and history provenance for their acts

nd beliefs.

Which is the authentic Judaism? In the light of the -
marrative here, each reader will give his own interpre-

tation, The authors do not shrink from giving theirs:
"Our studies confirm our preconception that, despite all
the changes, there has been no age which has not lis-
teaed reverently to the divine voice of Sinai, no gener-
ation without a gripping tension between the word of
God and palpable realities of the present day. The Jew
has always looked baclk, and his historical past has al-

AV infarmad his necs

ning: "Can a community that bases its life on a revealed
law undergo endless change?" 8

History says yes. That record is documentéd here in
the literature itself. One cannot read about Judaism
and its long development—its confrontation of spiri-
tual and worldly matters, its linkage with Western cul-
ture—without sensing that its experience somehow
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a result of the antagonism of ouvfside communities
Would Judaism have survived without anti-Semitism
and persecution? The question is not casily answered,

‘but the evidence adduced here is in:istent if not a total

answer. There is a positive current at the center of Ju-
daism, a commitment beyond defense and response.
While it is true that no period, however hospitable to-
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., sponding o 1 particular challenge, Pharisee, Sadducee,

Essene, Kaoriite, Hellenist, Hasid, Kabbalist, Reform

Jew, conservative Jew, Orthodox or neo-Orthodox Jew,

Haskalahnik or Zionist—Jews have argued doctrinp,
ideals, moral values and imperatives, and have found in

" Jaw, literature and history provenance for their acts

and beli_efs.

Which is the authentic Judaism? In the light of the -
‘narrative hera, cach reader will give his own interpre-

tation, The authors do not shrink from giving theirs:
"Our studies confirm our preconception that, despite all
the changes, there has been ho age which has not lis-
tened reverently to the divine voice of Sinai, no gener-
ation without a gripping tension between the word of
God and palpable realities of the present day. The Jew
has always looked back, and his historical past has al-
ways informed his present. *

In the mists of history, Silver seeks to trace from his-’

tory, archaeclogy, comparative ancient cultures, ety-
mology, myth and folklore the nature of the semino-
madic tribes called the Hebrews, emerging on the
stage of history under the leadership of Abraham of Ur
in Mesopotanir. Mesopotamion myths, culture and

laws profoun liy influenced the earliest Hebrews. Their

Gilgamesh epic, suitably modified, parallels seriptural
stories: the Carlen of Eden, the Flood, the Tower of
Babel. -

There is sorve speculation in Silver's reconstruction of

this earliest poriod, but it is informed speculation, It in

no way demeins the Hebrew genius or tradition to ex-
amine the w7 in which ideas in the air becane part of
their faith. T{ommurabi's laws are announeed to be "his
words” Biblical law 'has no source but God himself:
"God spok: all these words saying . .. " In Babylon and
Assyria, the “ings and nobles had special rights; the
Hebrews accepted in their covenant the commonality
of men before God. Even Moses the lawgiver was a

messenger. No saint, no unflawed man, a stammerer,

he was capabl» of disobedience to God's command.

The Helrew covenant was not negotiated with Cod.
It was handed down, binding, cternal and without are-
lease clause, Isracl, of all the people of the area, invest.
ed an intense psychic energy in the covenant, sealed it
by circumcision. Why? "Possibly for no better reason
‘than that theie had been a covenant with Abraham,
and this coverant had been renewed at Sinai and peri-

odically thereafter. Covenant may be a primary datum.:

Great spiritual moments are original happenings!

And once they happen, they are foundation. Men
may discuss and exhort, may falter and doubt, may ra-
tionalize and cmbroider, but they must inevitably re-
turn to that scurce. That is the paradoxical essence of

ning: "Can a community that bases its life on a revealed
law undergo endless change?" ‘

History says yes. That record is documentéd here in
the literature itself. One cannot read about Judaism
and its long development—its confrontation of spiri-
tual and worldly matters, its linkage with Western cul-
ture—without sensing that its experience somehow
dramatizes the meaning and significance of history it-
self. This is true, of course, of other histories and ways
of life; but none offers so continuous and pervading a
theme of men grappling with events and destinies as a
riddle of God's purpose, power and law.

Primitive Judaism, unlike other Asian faiths, did not -

emphasize the miraculots power within nature which
animates life; it stressed the miraculous power within
the covenant which bound God and man. ", . . The He-
brews saw God primarily in history, while others saw
God primarily in nature,” ’

To establish the narrative, Silver must work with the
care of someone trying to restore the original and suc-
‘ceeding words of a manuseript written on by genera-
tions of scribes, seeking the several truths of what hap-
pened and what succeeding generations of men be-
lieved had happened. His reconstruction is nothing less
than brilliant. v

Martin's task is different but no less arduous, He
takes up the story after Maimonides and tracks the re-
sponses within Judaism to the shallenges of the later
Middle Ages in Spain, France, Germany and Italy,
through the ordeal of the Spanish expulsion, the Refor-
mation and the Counter-Reformation, the rise of Hasi-
dism, and the Haskalah, the movement of enlighten-
ment, which sought to meet the most profound chal-
lenge of all—the civil emancipation of the Jews in the
19th century.,

. Each historical experience, as in the past, brought its

own response or collection of responses. Each exposuré

to other cultures stimuiated attempts to absorb or un-

derstand but always to survive; Jewish communities
were never hermetically sealed even in the worst of
ghetto times. There were always reaction and interac-
tion.
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a result of the antagonism of outside communities.

© Would Judaism have survived without anti-Semitism

and persecution’ The question is not easily answered,

‘but the evidence adduced here is insistent if not a total

answer. There is a positive current at the center of Ju-
daism, a commitment beyond defense and response.
While it is true that no period, however hospitable to-
ward the Jews, was free of the memory of disaster and
defeat, it is equaily true that many of its most creative
and convincing thinkers write out of a love and fealty

- to their poeple and its covenant.

However, seductive that question may be, what the
authors deal with here is the reality of that history.
"Am Yisrael hai, the Jewish people live—and will con-
tinue to live" Martin says. Beneath and beyond the
text, there is the sense of those martyred, of those who
may have opted out, of those who assimilate and those
who disappear. In short, the Jews, despite their uni-
queness as a people, reflect the broad spectrum of hu-
manity. And another truth cmerges: the covenant is re-
newed by choice.

But it is never a simple choice. The range of response
covers a diversity of view and temperament from Mai-
monides to Joseph Karo, from Hillel to Herz!, from Phi-
lo to AD. Gordon, from mysticism to rationalism, from
Hasidism to Zionism, from Josephus (in. these pages

~somewhat unfairly designated a "stooge”) to Akiva. But

in the tension between the inherited history and the
challenging reality, we see the powerful creative forces
of Judaism, the unity and diversity. Jewish life was as

- complex and compelling as the ‘world in which it was

lived.

The two volumes not only are fascinating reading
but are, in addition, a virtual anthology of Judaic liter-
ature. Notes, appendices, an excellent and comprehen-
sive glossary and a critical bibliography are provided.
One may question some of the assessments as being too
harsh (Salo Baron's ‘massive "A Social and Religious
History of the Jews" is described- as "verbose and
murky" and ML Dimont's "Jews, God and History" is
somewhat facilely dismissed as "popular because it in-
vents what every Jew would like to believe his history

" had been"), but these are minor lapses in what is, on

the Judaic 2xperience, the drive of its survival, the ba. .

-~ One of the enduring questions is whether the survi- <-<# the whole, a brilliant, informed and, mogghtﬁu},gccm:\x- .
Si¢ answer Lo & question posed by Silver at the begins Sk I -

““=val'of Judaism in ils various forms and approaches was. :Q@zhﬂirﬁent
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