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South Branch of the Potomac 

French's Store, Feby 5/62

My dear and beloved Cary 

My sweet children!

I have written 4 letters since we arrived in New 

Creek and no answer. I rec’d letter from Oncle Joseph but 

have not heard wether you rec’d any of my letters. I fell 

uneasy about home, would give a good deal for a letter 

from you my dear. You are undoubtedly anxious to know how we

came here to this beautyfull spot of creation. Well Monday

we got Orders to draw 3 days rations, strike tents, cook the 

rations and be packed up and ready to move within 2 hours. You 

had better believe they huzzled them selves. We were ordered 

to report ourselves at Patterson Creek, Virginia, 8 miles 

below Cumberland, Maryland. We got there at 5 o’clock in the 

eve, when we were ordered to report ourselves at this place 

to Brigadier General Tyler, my old friend from Ravanah 

[Ravenna, Ohio] who is now our Brigadier General. (I saw him 

and you had better believe he was pleased to see me) and he 

told me he would try and have our Regiment in his Brigade. 

That’s lucky for me. When we got here, however, at 12 

o’clock night before last, Tyler had gone with 6000 men to 

attack the Rebels but when he got to the place they had 

left. Had we arrived here an hour sooner, we might have had 

me, would giveeee a good deal 

r. Youuuu arararare undodododoububububtettt dllllyy ananananxixixixious t

s bbbbeeeeaaaauuuuttttyyyyffffuuuullllllll ssssppppoooot ooooffff ccccrrrreeeeaaaattttion

drrrraaaawwww 3333 ddddaaaayyyys rrrraaaatiiiionnnnssss, sssstrrrriiiike

cckkkeeddd uupp aannddd rreeaadddyy tttoo mmoovvee wwiiittt

ee theyyyy huhuhuhuzzzzzleleleledd dd ththththemememem sssselelelelvvvev s. WWe

veess at PPPPaaaatttttttterrrrssssoooonnnn CCCCreeeeeeeekkkk, Virggiin

, MMaarrrryyyylllland. We ggggot therrrreeee  aat 5

e orderreeeedddd tttto rrrreeeeppppoooorrrrtttt oooouuuurrrrsselves 

eral Tyler, mmmmyyyy oooolldd ffriend from



the pleasure of a night march to the enemy but unfortunately 

we were too late and had to wait all night. The Cars being 

open stock cars and awfully crowded, I preferred sleeping on 

3 Rails in front of an awful big fire yesterday. I felt 

tolerably good yesterday, all except the crevices on my body 

from the soft side of a rail. It rained all day yesterday, and 

sometimes we had Orders to unload and pitch tents and 

sometimes not, still waiting Orders to march across the 

mountains after the Enemy or rather to reinforce Tyler. But 

at 10 last night we heard our forces were coming back and 

found no enemy and I had made preparations in a freight car 

for Chapman and myself. I slept “bully” and never felt 

better in my life than I do this morning, as bright as a 

dollar. My “bile [boil] is busted” and I am all right. We 

have sent a new [communication?] for the removal of our 

Colonel and are looking for his arrest, as charges and 

specifications are made sufficient to arrest and court 

martial any man.

I can say nothing about the folks about and through 

the country wherever we have been, from the fact that 

neither my Lieutenants nor myself make a practice of going 

through the country as a great many officers do, to get

familiar with families and so forth. We stay with the Boys 

all the time.

till waiting OOOrrrrddders to march 

the EEEEnnnneeeemmmmyyyy or rrrraaaatttthhhher ttttoooo rrrreeiiiinfo

weeee hhhheeeeaaaarrrrdddd ooouuurrr fffooorrrccceeesss wwweeerrreee com

nd III hhhaaaddd mmmaaaddde ppprrreeppparrraaatiiiooonsss in 

myselllfff. III slllepttt “““bbbullllllyyy””” anddd n

e thaannn III dddo ttthhhiiisss mmmooornnniiinggg, as 

[boil] iiisss bbbuusssttteeeddd””” aaannnddd I am al

commmmuuunnnication??]]] for thhheee rrremov

looking fffooorrr hhhiiisss aaarrrrrreeesssttt, as cha

re made suffiiicccieeent to arrest 



Write to 67th Regiment Western Virginia.

Just now we received orders to move further down the 

road towards Hancock. Good buy my love, kiss the children & 

give my respects to all and rest assured that I am all 

right in caring respect. It will not be many days until I 

can give you good news and probably see you.

Lt Chapman wishes to be remembered to you.

Ever your loving 

Marcus 

 Wiggins has a pair of Boots at Spence have them sent 

by Express with mine. I need mine very much. Ask Spencer 

wether he has made my Boots send them by Express. Tell 

Hamlin to be a good boy & Lizzie to be a good girl. Tell 

Oncle Joseph to be easy, that allthough it may be trying 

for him for a few weeks all will be right. I have to write 

in the car sitting up and have no ink.

a pppaaaiiirrr ooofff BBBooooootttsss aaattt SSSpppeeennnccceee h

minnneee. III nnneeeeeeddd mmminnne vvverrryyy mmmuuuch

ddde myyy BBBoottts senddd ttthhhem bbby EEExp

ood bbboyyy & LLLiiizzzziiieee ttto bbbe a goo

be easyyy,,, ttthhhaaattt aaallllllttthhhooouuugh it m

w weeeeekkks all will be riiiggghhht. 

ng up aaannnddd hhhaaavvveee nnnooo iiinnnkkk.











Camp New Burg 

Morgan Co. Va. Feby. 8/62 

My dear and much beloved Wife, 

The enclosed letter we wrote on board of the Cars and was 

sent off with the Regimental letters and we supposed them to 

their respective destinations when to our dismay he returned 

this morning saying that he could not get through our lines to 

take or bring us any mail. We have heard nothing, that is we 

have had no mail since the 2nd of this month. We pitched our 

tents yesterday and are to a measure comfortable again. The 

Millersburg Band came up to us last night at 12 o'clock. They 

slept with us scattered among my Boys and this morning I invited 

the whole Band and their Colonel who is a splendit man and a 

very good friend of mine, to breakfast with me, in my tent. My 

boys killing 3 young hogs during the night, gave me a couple of 

nice hams which with other things made us a splendit repast. 

I begin to feel very uneasy and quite unhappy for not 

hearing anything from you since I saw you last. If you can, do 

write 4-5 letters every week. Tell me every little thing; you do 

not know how it interests me to hear from you everything that 

happens, about our little children and everybody else. 

Bodily I never felt better in my life, I am not as fat as I 

was by a good deal but stout, rugged and hardy. 

As I am writing, the Report comes our Colonel is under 

any mail. We havev  heard nothing

since the 2nd oof tht is monnth. We

nd aree toto aa mmeaasus re comfoortr aba le

came up to usu  last niight att 12 

ttteterered d amamonong g mymy BBoyoyss anand d ththisis mm

dd their Cololonele  whoho iis a splendnd

of f mine, to breakfast with me,,

ung hhogo s during the nightht, gag ve

ith othherer tthings madede uuss a sple

eel very uneeasasy anand d quite unhap



arrest. Hope to God it may be so; if not to day it will be to 

morrow.... 

The mail sergeant just now comes in my tent and says he is 

now going to try again to get our mail off; hope he will succeed 

and this may reach you. I will kiss this right here Kiss it off. 

My love to all my children and say to them their father is well 

and hopes to see them soon. Keep up spirit my love, all will be 

right. I will come out of this with honor and Money. All I am 

sorry for is that our Colonel was so worthless; that keeps our 

Boys back and I am feared we will never have the pleasure of 

being in front of a Battle but always away off. 

If we stay here two days we will be paid. 

Good buy my sweet, my good, my dear little Cary, may God bless 

you and keep you in good health so that you may enjoy a many, 

many pleasant time in the Arms and on the Breast of your ever 

true and loving, 

Marcus 

My love to all 

address 

 Capt Spiegel 

 67th Reg. O.V.I 

Western Va. 
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I have no postage stamps and we can not buy any in this 

county 

Camp Paw Paw, Va.

Feb. 13, 1862 

My dear beloved Wife

My faithful Caroline!

 You will see by the above that our watchword is onward, 

onward. We are now in front of the celebrated Paw Paw Tunnel. 

Our Camp is situated this time [with] the Potomac and Baltimore 

and Ohio Railroad now back or to our West, an awful Hill or 

mountain in front or on the East side, the Paw Paw Tunnel and 

its mountain on the north and any amount of camps on our South.

 There must be 20,000 troops in this camp, artillery say 40 

Cannons of all sizes, plenty of Cavelery, and Infantry. The 

drums and fifes, Bugles and trumpets and the numerous Brass 

Bands are continually heard over the voices of the Commanders of 

Divisions, Brigades, Regiments, Battalions, Companies and 

Squads. Guard mounting here, and drill in the manual of Arms 

there and every thing is practiced here to make one think and 

ask "who wouldent be a Soldier?"

After giving you a rough outline of our Camp situation I 

will commence and describe to you how I came here or rather 

give you a history of what had happened since I last wrote to 

you my dear. 

wwwww in front of ttttthehehehehe celebrated PaPaPaPaPa

ted this time [[[[[with] the Potom

d nooow ww bababack ooor tototo oooururur Wesesest,,, an

 or ooonnn thtt e Eaststst sidii e,e,e, ttthe Paw

hhe nortrtrthhh ananand d d annny y y amammououountntnt ooofff camm

ee 20,000000000 trtrtrooooo pspsps iiin thththisisis camp,,

zeses, plplp entytyty oooff CCCavevevelelelerrry, ananand In

Buglelesss ananand trumumumpepepets andnd ttthehe nu

ally hearard d d ovvvererer ttthehehe vvvoioicces of t

es, Regiments, BaBatttalions, Comp



 I had just mailed two letters to you, one of which I had 

sent off 4 or 5 days and came back when I received notice 

that I had to sit as President of a Regimental Court Martial 

over 3 privates and while we were examining the witnesses 

of the first case Lieutenant Colonel Voris came in and said 

we just received orders to march immediately without our 

tents and probably would have a fight that night and also 

gave me a letter from you, my love and kind wife. And when I 

say to you there never was a streak of fortune nor any thing 

in this world that had a more electrifying in- fluence than 

that letter had upon me, I was a new man, could have licked a 

thousand Rebels myself. I read it and such a letter, so kind 

and so encouragingly [worded] and just at a time when I 

expected to meet the enemy. When I came to the words: "be 

careful of your health, be brave, be kind, be noble and be 

generous but above all be cautious," I called out Company C 

in a hurry, had them drawn in a line and they could not 

think what made me feel so good. I told them, that I just 

received a letter from my good wife and read to them the 

above Passage. They gave 3 cheers for the Captain's wife 

and we marched out and were the first Company in the line 

of battle, all of us feeling good. I never felt better in 

my life. 

 We marched 9 miles on the Railroad track when we were 

from you, my lllloooove and kind w

neverrrr wwwaaaas a sssstttrrrreeeeak ooooffff ffffoooortun

at hhhhaaaadddd aaaa mmmmoooorrrreeee eeeelllleeeccctttrrrriiiiffffyyyyiiiinnnngggg in

upoooonnnn meeee,,,, IIII wwwwassss a nnnnewwww maaaannnn, ccccou

mmyysseelllfff. III rreeaaddd iiittt aannddd ssuucchhh aa lll

nnggly [[[[woooorrrrddddeeeedddd]]]] aaaannnndddd juuuusssst aaaat a tt

tthhe eneeeemmmmyyyy. WWWWhhhheeeennnn IIII ccccaaaammmme to tth

heaalllltttthhhh,,,, be braavvve, be kkkkiiiinnnndddd, b

ve alll bbbbeeee caaauuutttiiiooouuussss,,,,"""" II calle

them drawnn iiiin aaaa lliine and th



taken to our "file left" up to a considerable of an 

elevation where I think I saw a very pretty sight: about 

8000 men all in Regimental line having big fires in front  

and their arms back of them; the men laying  down on the snow  

in  front  of the fire and the Snow about a foot deep; the  

men  all  evidently well satisfied with  their  situation.  

We were marched in front where we took up our position by 

Companies the same as the rest, build big fires. I got 3 

Rails, spread my Blanket and laid in front of the fire but 

my boys insisted on me taking 3 more blankets and I slept 

tolerably well, except that the pointy side of one of the 

rails would not soften down. The first time I ever slept in 

the winter on the snow out doors, but I had a letter from 

you and when I tell you I felt as good and as well 

satisfied as though I slept in a downy feather bed. My 

conscience is clear and I had just heard my family was well.

 The next morning when our Scouts returned they 

brought the news that the Enemy had fallen back. We were

therefore ordered about a half a mile along the Railroad where 

we were told to try and make ourselves as comfortable as 

possible under the circumstances. Our Boys fixed themselves 

shanties out of Rail, one end on the ground the other up about 

4 feet high and covering the same with pine and spruce brush, 

also spreading pine and spruce on the floor and they slept in 

me as the rest,,,, build big fir

Blankkkkeeeetttt and llllaaaaiiiid iinn fffrrrroooont o

onnnn mmmmeeee ttttaaaakkkkiiiinnnngggg 333 moooorrrreeee bbbbllllaaaannnnkkkeeeets

excccceeeeppppt tttthhhaaaatttt thhhheeee ppppooooinnnntttty ssssiddddeeee o

soofffttteenn dddoowwnn. TTThhhee fffiiirrssttt tttiiimmee III

ee snowwww oooouuuutt ddddoooooooorssss,,,, bbbbuutttt I had 

teelll youuuu IIII ffffeeeellllt aaaas ggggooooooood and a

ugh IIII sssslept in aaaa downy ffffeeeeaaaatthe

ear andd IIII hhhhaaadddd jjjjuuuusssstttt hhhheeeeaaaarrdd my f

rning when oooooourrrrr SSccouts retur



[them] two nights. They fixed me a shanty, a big fire in front. 

The 3d day I was ordered with my Company about 3 miles on 

Picket guard, to report myself first to head quarters. I there 

saw the celebrated General Lander, the Commander of all these 

forces, a very nice looking General and a Gentleman. I received 

my instructions from him, went out and spread my Company in 

Picket Posts of from 4 to 8 on every little road and so forth 

for 4 miles, with instructions if they see anything or get 

attacked [to] fire and fall back to my quarter which was on 

the side of a hill where I kept my body guard of about 10 men 

and my 1st Lieutenant. We had not much happen to us of any 

note. At 8 o'clock at night I sent one of my men in to see 

whether the mail had come in. I thought what a pretty thing it 

would be to get a letter from home and lo behold I got your 

and Oncle Joseph's 2nd letter. You might as well make up your 

mind I felt bully. When we returned next day to Camp all safe 

and sound when after I received a compliment from General 

Lander's Aide-de-Camp that I was the best Officer on Picket that 

he had met for a great while. We found our tents and baggage 

had come.

 We commenced pitching them and last night I slept in my 

own bunk on a lot of fine Spruce and pine Sprouts, 3 Quilts 

over them and 4 woolen Blankets over me. I slept like a baby 

and feel good.

instructions iif f they see anyth

e andnd ffalalll baackck to mymy qquuarter

l wwheherere II kkepeptt mymy bbododyy guguarard o

enanantt. WWe hah d d nnott mumuchh hhapapppen

kckck aattt ininighghghttt III sese tntnt oonene oofff mymy

hhad coomee inin. II ththououughghtt whwhat a

lel tter ffrorom hohomeme andnd lo behool

s 22ndndn  letter. YYou mighttt aass wel
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fter I receiiveveedd aa coc mpliment fr



 I am none the worse for wear, feel exceedingly good, take 

good care of myself, quarrel with nobody except Colonel 

Buerstenbinder whom I despise worse than any other man I ever 

knew, but we had additional assurance from the Governor last 

night, that as soon as the war department in Washington can 

reach them he will go to h - - l and that will be in a few 

days.

 I had a good deal of trouble with my Cooks. I tried 

several and none was worth a d--n. We have a good one 

now, one of my boys. We had a nice chicken soup and some 

pork. Sometimes our eating is hard but I can eat most any- 

thing now. I have eat boiled cabbage (boiled with pork) and 

beef) like a major. In short you may rest perfectly easy 

as far as I am concerned. I am sure I will get out of 

this in good health and with plenty of tin. Tell Oncle Joseph 

that my letters to you are intended for him and tell him also 

that I expect in a few days to be able to send money enough 

home to make everything all right and tell him not to be out 

of humor, that whatever I do good for me I do for him, and 

that I soon expect to be able to call him to my side.

 Tell Hamlin that I was very much pleased to hear that 

he is such a good boy and that as soon as [I] come home and 

if I am in the war yet when summer comes, if he is a good boy 

ddd deal of trrrooouuubbbllle with my CCCo

e was worth a d--n. We hav

boysss. WWWeee hhhaaad aaa nnniccceee ccchhhiccckkken 

our eeeeattttiiiingggg issss harrrrd bbbbutttt I ca

vee eatttt bbbbooooiiiilllleeeedddd caaaabbbbbaaaaggggeee ((((bbbbooooiledd

oor. Innnn shhhhoooorrrrtttt yyyouuuu mmmmayyyy rest pp

coonnceeeerrrrnedddd.... IIII ammmm suuuurrrre I wwwwiilll

lth aannnndddd with pppplllleeeenty ooooffff tiin. T

to you aarreeee iiiinnnntttteeeennnnddddedddd fffffoor him a

a few days too bbe able to sen



he may stay with me four weeks.  Tell Lizzie that I felt so 

good when I heard that she is such a good child and that 

the teacher speaks so well of her, that I almost cried. Tell 

Mosey I am anxious to see him and that Pa Pa is at Paw Paw.

 I am writing on a chair on my lap and must close for 

to day, the Parade roll beats.

Ever your love,

MarcusMarrrrccccus



























Paw Paw, Va. Feby. 17/62

My dear and much beloved Wife 

My good and sweet Children!

 This is Monday morning amid raining, a regular blue 

Monday. I am sitting on my bunk, have a book on my lap, 

paper on the book and am communicating with my dear once at 

home.

 You may probably ask how it came I dit not write 

yesterday (Sunday); the answer I was on duty as officer of 

the day, (and a regular Summer day it was), had no time 

until after 10 o'clock last night when, feeling very tired, I 

laid down on my virtuous couch and slept fine, dreaming of 

my good wife and children and friends I left at home and a

sweet dream it was.

 I had just mailed my last letter to you when the Long 

Roll was beaten, which is a signal of alarm and calls every 

Soldier out armed and equipped, when we were informed to 

provide ourselves with 3 days' rations and march down to the 

Capon [Cacapon] River and attack the enemy. I never yet was 

sick since I am in the service except on the day I wrote to 

you the last letter. I had one of my old fashion headaches on 

the left side of my forehead over my eye, feeling as though 

it would "bust", but when we got the order to march I said 

bbaaaabbbly ask howwww iiiittt came I ditt   n

y); thhee aannsswweerr II  wwaass oonn dduutty 

regggguuuulaaarrrr SSSSuuuummmmmmeeeerrrr dddaaayyyy  iiiit wwwwaaaassss)), 

clockkkk llaaaastttt nnigggghhhht wwwwheeeennnn, ffeeli

vvirtuuuoooouuussss ccccoooouuuucccchhhh annnndddd sssslllleeeepppptttt finn

cchildrrenen aandnd ffrrienendsds II left 

s.

ailed myy last lletttet r toto you wh

which is a sisigngnalal ooff alarm an

d d i d h



nothing, cheered my boys and got ready, taking a piece of 

chicken which our cook had ready and a hard cracker in my 

Havresack, my Revolver and Sword and started on the Head of 

my company, which position I held during the whole of the 

march, without once complaining. We were marched right behind 

the 13th Indianah Regiment, Colonel Sullivan. We started here 

at 4 o'clock in the afternoon on Thursday, mud knee deep for 

the first 2 miles until we got on the Winchester Pike. There 

it was not muddy, but a soft slippery snow. We were led on 

the Pike for 3 miles when the Order was given to turn off to 

the left through a rough and newly made road through the 

woods. We marched on this road about 4-1/2 miles when we 

were ordered to counter march to where we turned off and take 

the Pike in order to cut off the Retreat of the Enemy, who 

would be attacked on the other side from the first Virginia 

Cavelery, the 7th Virginia, 4th and 8th Ohio Infantry (the 

latter Dr. Ebright's Regiment). We marched on the Pike until 

2 o'clock in the morning when we were ordered to halt, squad 

right down, and go to sleep if we' could on our arms. 

 Hold on, I forgot to tell you that on our march we 

had to climb a Hill of at least 3-1/2 miles  long and awful 

high, a grand Scenery to behold by moonlight; an awful 

hill, all the time on one side of high Rocks and Scattered  

Pine and Spruce trees and on the other Side the grandest  

s until we got onoo  the Winchest

buttt aaa sososoft ssslililipppp ery y snsnsnooow. We

lesss wwwhehehennn thththeee OrOrOrdded rrr wawawasss gigigivevv n 

a rrrouououghghgh aaandndnd nnnewewewlylyy mmmaada eee rororoaada

onon ttthihihiss roro dadad aabbobo tutut 444 11-1/2/2/2 mmililil

ounterr mamarrchh toto wwheheree wwe turn

r to cutt ooffff tthehe RRetetrereat of t

d on tthhe other side fromom tthe f

h Virginniaia,, 4t4thh anand d 8t8thh Ohio I

t's Regiment). WeWe marched on t



precipice down, down, as far as men could see, with an 

awful rolling of Water which at first sight, would 

naturally stop a person and make him look, admire and 

chill at the awful, romantic and fearful sight. If I had 

not had an advantage I should never have got up the Hill; 

the advantage was that by step- ping 3 paces forward I 

only slit two backward, gaining one pace every time. Had it 

been Visa Versa I never should have got up. But I got up  

the foremost of my Company too, with an awful Headache, 

the Sweat pouring down off my forehead almost equal to the 

East Liberty Spring and when we got on top we stopped, 

rested, I wiped the sweat, blowed off and at once my 

Headache was gone and I felt extremely good, free, light,  

and healthy  and  not  a bit  tired, as though I just got 

out of bed after a good night's rest.

 Now let us go back to where we stopped and think of 

the happiness I enjoyed when George Wygand stepped up and 

told me that he and 2 other boys of my Company, had taken 

a Blanket apiece from my Bed and brought them with them for 

me. I then laid down, one Blanket that I had under me and 3 

Blankets that the Boys brought over me and slept as good as 

ever I dit in my life, nice and warm and soft until the 

Sergeant major came to me a little before the Break of day 

and told me, let my Company fall in quietly and march on.

I never should hhhhhave got up. B

my CCoommmmmpppppaaaaannnnnyy toooooo,,,,, wwwwwitthhhhh aaaaannnnn aawful

g dddddooooowwwwwnnnnn  oooooffffffffff mmmmmyyyyy fffffooooorrrrreeeeehhhhheeeeeaaaaaddddd  aaaaalllllmmmmmost

inggggg aaaaannddddd wwwwhhhhheeeeennnnn wwwwweeeee gggggoott onnnn toooooppppp w

ttttthhhhhee sswweeaattttt, bbbbbllllloowweeddddd ooffffffffff aannddddd aattttt 

ee and IIIII   fffffeelllllttttt eeeeexxxxxtttttrrrrreeeeemmmmmeeeeellllyyyyy gggggooooood, ff

 nnot  aaaaa bbbbbiiiiittttt  tttttiiiiirrrrreddddd,,,,,  aaaaasssss thouuggh

 a ggggggooooooooood night's rest.

go backkk tttooo wwwhhheeerrreee wwweee ssstopped 

enjoyed whennn GGGeeeorge Wygand 



After marching about a mile we came to the north River 

close by the fork of the Capon [Cacapon] River. It had no

Bridge and we had to wade it. I jumped in, called for the 

Boys to follow the Captain, water up to my hips, a rapid

stream, and sang Dixie and crossed it over first; Christ 

Keller, the boy that stayed at our house one night, 2nd. 

I think I never done any thing since I am a Soldier that 

endeared me as much to my Boys as that crossing the River.

 We were marched on from there and halted in front of 

the big Capon [Cacapon] River, awaiting to hear the 

booming of the cannon on the other side and then cross it 

and give the Rebels fits.

 We were allowed however to build big fires and try [dry] 

our clothing and for the first time I left the Company and 

went with Dr. Westfall in a House close by and got a room 

with a big old fashion fire place, where I stripped and tried 

[dried] off. My drawers, stockings, pants and so forth felt 

bully after we got all try. Mrs.  Loy, the lady of the House, 

was [a] very fine old lady, very kind and a Union lover, (as 

she said).

 When I say to you that my boys, my officers and your 

humble servant felt keen for a fight I say to you only that 

which is true. If we had been permitted to cross the River 

and have a little fight on our own hook, we agreed as soon 

uch to my Boys as that crossi

ched ooonnn fffrom ttthhheeere aaannnddd hhhalte

acaaapppooonnn]]] RRRiiivvveeerrr,,, awwwaaaiiitttiiinnnggg tto h

annnnooonnn ooonnn ttthhhe ooothhheer sidddeee aaand

eelllss fffiiitttss.

wwed hhoooowwwweeevvvveeeerrrr ttttoooo bbbbuuuuiiiillllddd bbbbiiiigggg firree

ffoor theeee ffffiiirsssstttt ttttiiiime IIII left tthh

stffaallllllll in a Hooouuuse closssseeee bbbbby a

ashion fffffiiiirrrreeee ppppllllaaaacccceeee, wwwwhhhheeeerree I st

drawers, sttooccccckkkkinnnnggss, pants and 



as the fight commenced to throw off our Blankets and over coats 

and go it. I felt just as certain of success and that I 

could give you a description of a Battle as I am now giving 

you a sketch of our march. But we dit not get into the fight 

any nearer that 1/2 mile and as the Rebels had been in- formed 

by some spy or other of our position they changed their road 

and dit not come to us. The Cavelery done all the fighting; 

they killed about 40, took 58 prisoners and wounded some 40 or 

50. Our folks lost 2 killed and have two wounded. When we 

waited until about 3 o'clock in the afternoon, our other forces 

met us and we were ordered to march back to camp. We waded 

the River and camped in the woods for an hour and made a big 

fire and tried our- selves.

 Since I wrote on the opposite page, I was called to 

dinner; Lieutenant Chapman cooked dinner to day. We had fresh 

beef soup with desicated vegetables and desicated potatoes 

in, fried hominy, fried desicated potatoes, beef, blackberry 

pie (which the Boys traded for cream), opened the can of 

peaches which Werner of Berlin gave me for the Surgeon 

General, coffee, crackers and molasses. A bully bully dinner of 

which I eat harty and after dinner we were called to Head 

Quarters to hear a dispatch read from Washington stating our 

troops took 15,000 prisoners and gave them H--l generally.

 This desicated vegetables are pressed and tried [dried] 

40, took 58 prrrisii oners and wou

st 222 kkkilililleleled ananand dd havee tttwowowo woun

t 33 ooo'c'c'clololockckck iiinnn thththe afafafteteternrnrnoooooon,nn o

e ooordrdrderererededed tttoo mamamarccchhh bababackkk ttto oo ca

mpmp deded iiinn thththee wowo dododss ffoforr anan hhhouourr

urur- selllvvvess.s

e on theee  ooopppooosssiiitttee pppaaagggeee, I wwaas

nt CChhhaaapppman cookkkeed dinneeerrr ttttoo d

esicatteeddd vvveeegggeettaabbllleeesss aaannnndd desic

fried desiicacatettt d ddd popotat toes, beef



vegetables consisting of Cabbage, Carrots, turnips, onions, 

salat, and so forth pressed in the shape of a "Butterkooche" 

[butter cookie] which if you soak will swell up and make a 

french soup. Desicated potatoes are tried and pressed and by 

boiling swell and are like other potatoes. We draw them of the 

Quarter Master as well as Molasses, Coffee, Sugar, Candles, 

Soap, Beans, Rice, Peas, Pork, Bacon and occasionally fresh 

Beef. We buy of the Quarter Master for Lieutenant Chapman, 

Lieutenant Childs and myself. It is hard sometimes on account 

of getting nothing but pork for weeks and still if we had 

Bread instead of the Sole leather crackers ["hard tack"], I 

think we would do bully.

 I have trespassed on your patience with eatings and now 

go back to our march. We left the woods this side of north 

River at 3 o'clock and reached here at 10 o'clock. Nothing 

happened on the march back of any note except that the Boys of 

the 60th Ohio hearing of our returning send a lot of whiskey 

and give every Boy of the 67th, their older sister, a horn of 

whiskey.

 We arrived in our Camp at 10 o'clock Friday eve, an 

absence of 30 hours, having marched 41 miles over the 

mountains, slept on the ground and waded the river twiced and 

had a fair prospect of a fight and I am happy to say I felt 

strong and good and now 3 days after the march I feel better 

he Quarter Masttttererere  for Lieutenan

and mymymymyseeseselflflflf. ItItItIt iiiis harrrrdddd sosososometi

g bbbbutututut ppppororororkkkk fofofoforrrr wwwweekekekekssss anananandddd sssstil

theheee Sololololeeee leleleleattttheheheher craaaackeeeersrrr  ["h

o bbubulllllly.y.y

assed ooonn yoyoy ururur pppatatatiiiencncnce wwwith e

arch. Weee lllefeffttt thhheee wowowoododods this

ck andndnd reached hhere at 111000 o'cl

arch backckck ooof anananyy nononotetete eeexcept t

aring of our rettturning send a 



every day. I was somewhat disappointed after I came home in 

the Eve; and making big calculations on a nice roost in my 

bunk and finding it occupied by Colonel Anisansel, a friend of 

mine (the Colonel of the 1st Virginia Cavelery where our 

Bandboys belong) who got ruptured in the fight that day and my 

friend Kolbe was very carefully attending him and I had 

consequently to sleep on the floor but slept bully.

 Their tents not being here yet, he and Kolbe stayed with 

me till last night when they got their tents, the Band boys 

stopping with my boys, except Tip Irvine who was quite unwell 

stopped with my 2nd Lieutenant.

 Our Regimental affairs are still undecided. We had a 

letter from our Messenger who went to Columbus that the Governor 

sent him to Washington and he intends to be back by tomorrow 

with the Order of the Suspension of Colonel Buerstenbinder's 

Command. Would to God he may succeed. I hate and despise that 

man as I ever hated or despised man and you know I don't very 

often hate. Him and I are at the nicest quarrelling relations.

 Lieutenant Colonel Voris and I still continue to be as 

good friends as ever was born; he is a friend, a man and my 

style. Our Major Bond and myself are very intimate; he is a 

jolly good fellow. I like all the officers of the Regiment 

except 4; the 4 I only dislike but one I hate above all. 

 You may tell Hamlin that I am well and very anxious to

not being here yeyet, he and Kolb

t whenn ththeey gotot ttheh ir ttenentsts, th

boyys,s, eexcxcepeptt TiTip p Irrvivinene whwho o was

2nd d LiLieueutetenanantt.

aalll fafaffffafaiirirss araree tststillilillll unundddede iciciddededdd

eessengegegerrr whwhwhoo wewewentntnt ttto CCColululumbus tt

inngtg on aandndnd hhhe ininintetetendndndsss tott  be bab

thee SuSuSuspensionnn of Colonnnelelel BBuer

o God heheee mmmayayay ssucucceeceededed. IIII hhate a

ted or despipisess d dd man and you k



see him. Tell him that I marched off for a battle, with 

Cannons and Cavelery; the Cannons loaded and the Guns all 

loaded and tell him I felt like fighting for him. Tell 

him that I have a nice Revolver that shoots five times at 

once. Tell him it would kill a cow across the Killbuck. 

Tell him when the War is over and I do not lose it, he 

shall have it to keep providing he is a very good boy and 

behaves himself first rate to you while I am gone.

 Tell Lizzie that she must be a very good Girl, that 

before I come home I will get a Sesesh [Secessionist] Relic 

for her, which must be very nice. She must be a very good 

child and mind you and then she will get the nicest thing she 

ever saw. Tell Hamlin to write a letter to me in his A B C 

book style, and I will be very much pleased.  Tell Mosey 

about me so that he won't forget me and kiss them all [a] 

thousand times for me.

 Of course Oncle Joseph will read my letters that I 

write to you; they are no secret. Tell him that I often wish 

he was with me and tell him to keep in good Spirit and not 

leave Millersburg till I send for him. We do not want to 

leave Millersburg. If the war ends by Summer, I can raise 

quite a nice little pile of money and we stay in the 

Warehouse; we do not want to sell the Warehouse. I will 

send home about $700 shortly. I do not feel like selling 

first rate tooo you while I a

thatttt sssshhhheeee musssstttt bbbbe a vvvveeeerrrryyy goo

me IIII wwwwiiiillllllll ggggeeeetttt aaaa SSSSeeeesssseeeesssshhhh [[[[SSSSeeeece

ustttt bbbbeeee vvvveeeerrrryyyy nnnniiiicccceeee.... SSSShhhhe mmmmuuuusssstttt b

ouu aanndddd tttthhhheenn sshhhhee wwiiiillllllll ggggeetttt tttthhhhee n

aamlin ttttoooo wwwwrrrriiiitttteeee aaaa leeeettttteeeerrrr to mm

I will bbbbeeee vvvverrrryyyy mmmmuuuuchhhh pppplllleased.. 

he wwoooonnnn't forgeeettt me anddd kkkkiiiisss t

or me.

ncle Josephh wwwwiiiillllllll rreead my lett



the warehouse; if we owe anything to Henry and I should not 

succeed in getting the Quarter mastership for Henry, I 

will send the money. We are making out our January and 

February Payrolls. Things will soon be all right.

 We may probably stay here for some time, tell Oncle 

Josey that my fortune is his and what I make he shall have 

his share, just live well and feel easy.

Tell Elizabeth to keep herself in good trim, be a good 

girl; and say to her, if she is first Rate, for her she may 

have my 3d Sergeant for her husband, the best boy in the

Regiment.

 When I tell you my sweet good wife that my thoughts, my 

all, my very life concentrates in your wellbeing and that of 

my little children and my brother, mother, and sisters, I mean 

more particularly that you should take good care of yourselves 

and keep up your Spirits. Just feel that I am all right and 

that if you just take my advice you will write often, sing, 

laugh, and dream of me as I do of you. I had a letter from 

Cohn; he says that you were all well as far as he knew. How 

does that come? Does he not know whether my family is well for 

sure?

 Have you done anything about my boots? If you have not 

sent them yet send a pair for Geo Wygam along, his wife knows 

all about.

o keep herselffff in good trim,

her, iiiffff shee  issss  ffiirrssssttt RRRRaatte, 

ant fofofofoforrrrr heheheheheh r rrrr huhuhuhuhuh sbsbsbsbsbananananand,d,d,d,d, ttttthehehehehe bbbbbeseeee t 

yyouou mmyyyy swsweeeettttt gogogogo dddodod wwifififififee ththththth tttatat mm

conceeenene trtrtrtrtratatatttesessses iiiiinnnnn yyyoyy ururururur wwwweeelee lbeiin

n and my yyyy brbrbrbrb otototototheheheheher,r,r,r, mototototothhheheh r, andnd

thaattttt yyyyyouooo  shoullldddd take gooooooooooddddd cac re

Spiritsts.. JuJuJuJuJusttttt ffffeeeeeeeellll thththththatatatatat II am a

take my advdvicicicicici eeeee yoyouu will writ



 You may send me something nice to eat in the Box; it will 

not cost any more. A bottle of something to drink won't hurt 

anybody. You may direct the Box to Cumberland, Maryland, and 

write me about it. Direct all your letters for the time being 

[to] Paw Paw, Virginia.

 My good wife and children, good Brother and all, having 

written 3 sheets of nonsense I hope you will excuse and write 

soon to

Your true and loving,

Marcus

YYYYYour























Paw Paw Feby. 19/62

My dear Brother Moses

I suppose you think I have forgotten you, but not so. 

There is not an hour passing but I think of you and frequently 

have I dreamed of you and very often in the day I see your 

form standing right before me; a friend as you have always 

been to me is not to be forgotten. I suppose you think "Why 

dit you not write then" but dear Moses in my new calling as a 

Soldier I really have so far had but very little time for 

me so as to recreate or even write to my friends. Thousand

things to do and to attend drill and Parade, marching and 

countermarching, requisitions and descriptive lists, 

clothing accounts and Regimental orders and everything has 

to be attended to. You know I am a Captain of Company C, 

the Color Company of the 67th Regiment and I will now give 

you a little history of the past, present and future of my 

military life, if I do not break down.

When I went into the service I calculated on being 

Quarter-Master of the 45th Regiment which by order of the 

Adjutant General was consolidated with the 67th and the 

67th formed, by which arrangement my Quartermastership of 

course nocked into a cocked hat, to the great displeasure 

of many of my friends, and [it] then rather chagrined me.

 then" but deararar Moses in my n

haveeee sssoooo fffar hhhhaaaadddd butttt vvvveeeery li

reaaaatttteeee oooorrrr eeeevvvveeeennnn wwwwrrrriiiitttteeee ttttooo mmmmyyyy fr

d ttttoooo aaaatttttttteeeennnndddd ddddrrrrillllll aaaandddd Paaaarrrrad

 rreeqquuiiiissiiiittttiiiioonnss aanndddd ddddeessccrriiiippttttiiii

ss andddd RRRReeeeggggimmmmeeeennnntttaaaallll oooorddddeeeerrrs andd

oo. You kkkknnnnoooow IIII aaaammmm aaaa CCCCaptainn o

ny ooffff tttthe 67thhh Regimennnntttt aaaaannd 

story oofffff tttthhhheeee pppaaassstttt,,,, pppprrrreessent a

if I do nott bbbbreeeeaakk down.



But since that I am not sorry as I think besides the 

Sutler there is no position outside of military in a Regiment 

that pays. Sutler must pay from $50 to $100 per day as they 

sell from $100 to 300 per day at enormous prices and their 

money as sure as the State Railroad of Ohio whether the law 

protects them or not. I was home on a visit from 16th to 

18th of last month and the day that I started for Uniontown I 

got a dispatch to join my Company forthwith as we had moving 

orders. When I returned to Columbus we left next day for 

Virginia in order to reinforce several Regiments who were in 

danger from an attack of the Rebel General Jackson. When 

we arrived at Benwood Va. The Ohio rose so rapidly 

that we had to run up hill about 2 miles and camp 

on a very nice slope of land along the banks of the 

grand Ohio River. We camped there 2 days when the 

River fell and the RR passable we were put in stock 

Cars and hurried on to New Creek, Va. where at that 

time there was a force of about 7000 Inf. 1200 Cav. 

& 6 guns of Artillery. 

 Before we were there a week there was a least 20000 Inf. 

2000 Cav. & 60 Guns Art. there I acted for the first time as 

Brigade officer or rather Field officer of the day. I had to 

visit all the Pickets, outposts, Guard & C, transmit the 

Countersign & Parole and go out again once after 12 o’clock 

o join my Comppaaannny forthwith a

eturneeeddd tttoo Collluuuummmbbbus wwweee llleeeffft n

r tttooo rrreeeiiinnnfffooorrrccceee ssseevvveeerrraaalll RRRReeegggiiime

ttaaaccckkkk ooofff  ttthhheee RRReebbbelll GGGeeeneeerrralll Ja

BBBeennwwooooddd VVVaa. TTThhhee OOOhhhiiioo rrooss

 run uuuppp hiiillllll aaabbbooouuut 222 mill

 sslopeee ooofff lllaaannnddd aaalllooong thhe

ver.. WWWeee campeeeddd thereeee 222 da

d the RRRRRR pppaaassssssaaabbbllleee wwwee were

ed on to NNeeew CCrreeek, Va. 



at night having acted several times in that capacity in Camp 

Chase Columbus I knew all about it the only diff. is that 

when you gallop round at Va. there was a possibility of 

meeting an enemies Scouting party, while Camp Chase the 

severest thing you could meet was an Officer with a Bodle, We 

stayed at New Creek 10 or 12 days when we got orders to march 

to Pattersons Creek and report to Genl. Tyler (a friend of 

mine from Ravanah) and go with him to Romney to attack Col. 

Loring of the Rebel Army that night, but unfortunately 

something happened to the Engine & when we arrived at the 

place of rendevouz Tyler had left with his brigade. We layed 

in our Cars that night and the next night, the Cars being so 

extremely crowded and old freight cars at that, I preferred 

to try for the first time to wrap myself in my blanket and 

lay on the ground by a big fence Rail fire and I slept bully. 

 After the 2nd night we were ordered to pitch our tents 

and as in New Creek we pitched between the RR track & the 

Potomac we had just slept in our tents one night when the 

next day at 4 o’clock P. M. we rec’d Orders to march without 

knapsacks & only Blankets and 3 days Rations in our 

Havresacks. We started being ready in a short time (the Col. 

Compy) allways is and after marching 12 miles we were stopped 

about 1 mile from here where we expected an attack from the 

Enemy, slept on our arms and on the Snow for the Rest of the 

h) and go with hhhim to Romney 

bel AAArrrmmmyyy ttthhhat nnniiiggght, bbbuuuttt unfo

ed tttooo ttthhheee EEEnnngggiiinnneee &&&  wwwhhheeennn wwweee ar

uz TTTyyyyleeerrr  hhhaaaddd llleeefttt wiiittth hhhiisss br

nniiigghhhttt aannddd ttthhhee nneexxttt nniiigghhhttt, ttthhh

dd and oolllddd ffffrrreeeiiiggghhhttt caaarrrs aaat thaa

irrsst timmmeee ttto wwwrrraaappp myyyssseeelf in mm

d byy aaaa  big fenccceee Rail ffffiiirrreee an

d nighhtt wwweee wweeerrreee ooorrrdddeeerrreeedd to pit

eek we pitcchheeeddd bbbeettwween the RR



night and next morning our Cav. Scouts retd. with the 

information the Enemy had fallen back to 8 miles from here. 

We then commenced fixing Pens of Rails covering them with 

Pine and Spruce brush which is plenty in this country and 

covering the ground with them we got along pretty 

comfortable but for Mars stern com- mands. [On February 10,] 

I was ordered on outpost picket Guard with my whole Company 

which I cheerfully done, as it was something I had not done 

in the service yet. Nothing occurred that night safe a 

trunken [drunken] (I suppose) Aide-de-Camp party who 

endeavored to pass my Head Quarters by all means, when I 

got my 3 nearest Posts, 27 in number, and gave the Command: 

prime, ready, aim, when Mr. Aide-de-Camp and party [of] 8 on 

horses thought best to retreat, by first however saying, 

don't shoot we meant no harm. Next day I got Complimented by 

General Lander who commands this Division of the Potomac, by 

saying I, that is your humble servant, "Was the best 

Officer he had met since he took this command." 

 Three days we laid out that way when to our joy our 

Tents came, we pitched them Wednesday last and slept bully on 

Thursday at 3 o’clock in the afternoon we got Orders to march 

within an hour, with 3 days rations no Knapsacks only 

Blankets & overcoats & arms & 50 rounds of cartridges.

ly done, as itt wwas something 

et. NNNNooootttthhhiiiinng occcccccuuuurrrrreddd tttthhhhaaaatttt nigh

 (IIII ssssuuuuppppppppoooosssseeee)))) AAAAiiiidddeee--ddddeeee----CCCCaaaammmmpppp pa

ss mmmmyyyy HHHHeeeeaaaadddd QQuuuuuaaaaarrrrtteeeeersssss byyyyy aallllllllll m

PPPPPoosstttttss, 2222277777 iiiiinn nnuummbbbbbeerr,,,, aannddddd ggaa

mm, wheeeeenn  MMMMrr. AAAAAiiiiiddddeeeee--ddddde----CCCCammmmmpppp and 

esst to rrrrreeeetttttrrreaaaaattttt,, bbbbby fffffiiiiirrrrst hoowwe

eanntttt nnnnnoooo harm. NNext day IIIII  gggoot 

ho commmaaaaaannnnndddddsssss tttthhhhiiiisss DDDDiiiiivvvvviiiiisssssiioon of 

s your humbblleeeeee ssssseerrvvant, "Was



 We left Camp at precisely 4 o’clock I had been quite 

unwell and had it not been that my motives might be assailed 

I should not have marched, as I was very unwell with the 

Headache of my worst kind and a severe cold all day. But I 

started and at the Head of my Comp. as we started for the 

first 4 miles the mud was fully knee deep a soft smashy ugly 

mud when however we got in the woods the snow had not melted 

all but was just going away. When after 6 miles over Va. 

Hills we came to a fork in the Road when we were ordered to 

take the left Road the 13th Ind. Regt. was ahead of us & 

several behind us we had marched on this Road over the 

awfullest roughest and highest mountain I had seen (except 

one which I will hereafter mention) about 6 miles when our 

Cavelery Col. Came galopping up & saw that the Rebels were 

retreating & we must cut off the retreat at the forks of the 

north River and the big Cacapon “about face”, “march” was the 

order and we dit about face untill we came to the forks of 

the Road, where we filed left and left oblique & went it & 

such squirming picking out of Road & yet the best way, was 

the go straight through as it went up far above the thighs 

wherever one went. When I had crossed I turned to my Co. & 

screamed “the man that can not follow his captain is not 

worth having” going right in ahead of my Co. & the 

consequence was, my boys followed without breaking ranks, for 

going away. Whhheeen after 6 mil

a fforrrkkk iiinn theee RRRoooad wwwhhheeennn we w

ad ttthhheee 111333ththth IIInnnddd... Reeegggttt. wwwaaaasss aahe

s wwweee hhaaaddd mmmaaarrrcchhheeedd ooon ttthiiisss RRRooooad

sttt aannddd hhhiiiggghhheessttt mmoouunntttaaiiinn III hhhaaddd

hhereaaafffttteeerr mmmeeennntttiiiooonnn) aaabooouuut 6 mm

mee galoppppppiiinnng uuuppp &&& saaawww that tthh

mustt  ccccuuut off thhheee retreaaaatttt aaatt t

the biigg CCCaaacccaapppooonnn “““aaabbbooouuuttt fface”,

about facee uuunnntiiillll we came to



which we were praised by the whole Regt. After we got across 

we hid in bushes fixed a fire kept in line of Battle and 

waited for the enemy, but they having recd information from 

some source changed with ½ mile from us and when we came up, 

none safe the Cavlry got a chance to fight as they had the 

start & men moving, the Cavelry killed 43 took 56 prisoners 

among them a Col. and Adj. Genl 2 Capt & 12 Lieuts and 

wounded 48. We had 2 killed and 3 wounded. 

 It is late I am tired, it rains like h—l the Roads 

awfull & we are likely to be idle awhile. I will finish my 

letter some other time. I am as hearty as I have been for 16 

years not quite as much better but stouter. Let me hear from 

you. Give my love to Oncle & Aunt, Marx, Simon, Michael & 

families, Oncle Hanz & family. Herman & all Simon Wholf & 

family. 

Ever yours 

Spiegel 

Moses in my next I will give you a discription of Soldiers 

life, tents & c. 

Address your Letter 

Capt M. M. Spiegel 

Comp. C 

67th Reg, O.V. 

Paw Paw, Va. 

ad 2 killed anddd 3 wounded. 

am tttiiirrreeeddd, ittt rrraaaiins llliiikkkeee h—l 

likkkeeelllyyy tttooo bbbeee iiidddllleee aaawwwhhhiiillleeee.. III w

r tttiiimmmmee.. III aaammm aaasss hhheeearrrttty aaas IIII h

ass mmuucchhh bbbeetttttteerr bbbuuttt sstttoouuttteerr. LLL

ee to OOOnnccclllee &&& AAAuuunnnttt, MMMaaarxxx,,, Simoo

Haannz & fffaaammmiiilllyy. HHHeeermaaannn & all SS

EEEvvveeerrr yyyooouuurrrsss 

SSpppiiiegggeell 



 How is your wife & boys? I hear from home & C twiced a 

week only when we change it sometimes takes a week before we 

get a mail those are our hartest time. Give my respects to 

Jac Mohler Geo. Frank Fran & Geo Boleiver & all the E Liberty 

folks. I wrote to Wm. Wise a few weeks ago. Dont be mad when 

you hear some time that I should be major. Good night me 

thinks I hear Marx say. Chalomn, but if he were here he could 

see things, which he can not find in the best Solo Herz he 

ever played give him my very particular respect. I have not 

stamps & can not buy any therefore have to let this letter go 

unpaid hope no offence. Oh but it rains, how glad I am to be 

comfortably seated by my little Camp stove & can hear the 

rain against my tent without getting in. 

Good night 

Write soon 

I feel easy now having written to you. 

I just hear the off of the Guard call 3rd Relief fall out 

AH ah.

h he can not fiiinnnd in the best

him mmmyyy vvveery pppaaaarrrttticulllaaarrr rrrespe

buuyyy aaannnyyy ttthhheeerrreeefffooorreee hhhhaaavvveee tttooo le

ffeeennnccccee.. OOOhhh bbbuuttt iittt raaaiiinsss,,, hhhoooow 

eddd bbbyy mmyy llliiittttttlllee CCCaammpp sstttoovvee &&& 

tteent wwwiiittthhhoouuuttt gggeeettttttiiinggg innn.. 

GGGooddd nnniiigghhhttt 

Writeee soon 

having wwwrrriiittttteeennn tttooo yyyooouuu. 

off of the GGuuuaarddd ccaalll 3rd Reli











Paw Paw, Va. Feby. 19/62 

My dear and good Wife! 

 Although I have not heard from you since I wrote to you 

last, nor have anything new to report, yet it will I am 

satisfied be pleasing to you to hear from me again! 

This has been an unpleasant day, raining all day, so 

much so that the mud is almost a foot deep in our camp 

and our tent floor is covered with mud from the many 

coming in with muddy Boots and shoes. 

Chapman and I get along about as well as any two 

"mail" folks could get along. We never yet quarreled for 

"keeps" but are always abusing each other for fun and as 

soon as one is out of sight of the other for 10 minutes, 

the other is on the hunt of the one. My Lieutenant Childs is 

a very quiet unassuming Christian Gentlemen, very pleasant 

and a good fellow. Of course my orderly Wiggins you know is a 

brick, no discount on him. We board together and right 

here I must "countermand" of what I said in my last about 

our good "Grubb". Since Monday last we dit not live very fat. 

Getting tired of pickled Pork, we have nothing but Rice, 

Coffee and Crackers, Crackers, Coffee and Rice. Our 

Quartermaster has not been very flush and we feel as 

though we came here to save our money and not to spend it and 

I at any case, feeling like dieting somewhat, just as leave do 
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without meat a week. 

What are you doing? How do you spend your time?  Are you 

in good Spirits?  Is Oncle Joseph in good humor? If he is 

tell him for my sake to be wide awake and pleasant. I feel 

bodily as well as ever I dit and think this War will improve 

me in two respects. In the first, I can eat most anything; 

cornbread and cabbage is first rate. In the 2nd, I think I 

will not be half as much of a "Complainer" but always [in] 

good humor if you agree to be.  In spirit I feel well and if 

only I hear once or twice a week from you all is right and 

if this War would only give me employment even in the 

position I hold now a year longer, I would have about $2000 

of my own earnings subject to nobody and loans paid for and 

the Warehouse partly and all would be right. All is right 

anyhow. I would like to have you safe all my letters I 

write so as to show me something of the War after it is 

over. 

To night our messenger is coming back from Washington 

and brings us intelligence in regard to our Colonel. We all 

hope it may be cheering. While I write and sit comfortably 

by my little stove and a little camp stove presented to me 

by Lieutenant Colonel Voris, it blows and rains furiously out 

doors and I pity the poor boys on Guard. 

I have at present 12 of my Boys sick in the hospital with 
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measles and mumps and about 8 unfit for duty in the tents. 

Soldiering is hard sometimes and more especially at first; when 

they get hardened to Camp life, it is pleasanter. 

While you would go through our Camp at this time 8 

o'clock P.M., raining and blowing, you would hear passing the 

tents coughing like everything, the fiddle, singing, 3 

cheers, probably all in one tent; snoring, some fellow 

telling a funny story; half of the boys laughing like every 

thing and the rest snoring in sweet repose. Really it is sad, 

strange, awful and amusing. What is my big son Hamlin doing? 

Is he growing and learning? Does he behave well? Dit you 

tell him to write to me? and about his Pistol? How is my big 

daughter Lizzie? Is she still learning as fast? I know she 

is a good child, because she allways was a good daughter. 

How is my sweet Mosey? Has he forgot me? How is his eye? I 

must quit or else I’ll get homesick. Tell Oncle Josey that I 

have a very pleasant letter from Chicago all right there.

 Give Elizabeth my respects as also Henry, Cohn & family 

and remember to write to your ever true and afecionate, 

Marcus 

Send me 50c worth of stamps 
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Paw Paw, Va. Feby. 25/62

My dear Wife

and sweet children: 

 Your very good letter of the 12th I recd. some days ago 

and should have answered ere this, but I supposed that I 

would get another one soon after that as I saw by your letter 

that you had not recd 2 of my letters. 

 In the first place I was very much grieved to learn of my 

good Son, Hamlin’s falling and straining his ancle, but as I 

see in your kind letter, that it is not very bad I am in 

hopes it will be all right by this time, he ought to be 

carefull, else he will have a lame ancle all the time and 

never make a good Soldier.

I say as you, dear Wife, I think the War will soon be over. 

Yet I do not think we will be mustered out of Service very 

soon, neither do I care much, as long as I am safing

$125 per month, think that is about as well as a man can do, 

considering hard times, and would it not be for being away 

from my family I would not care if I would have to stay 3 

years, but I am really getting to feel as though I ought to

go home and see you. It would be such a delight; nobody can 

appreciate it, as I could. I have not seen but 2 families 

since I came to Virginia and both of them were not very 
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sociable. I am in hopes that I can go home in April and stay 

during Wool season as I have a very nice "Family 

Arrangement" to report on which I am sure our Commanding 

General Lander will excuse me and grant me a furlough.

There has nothing of any military importance transpired 

here since I have written to you last, only that there is an 

Order   here from the War Department at Washington for the 

investigation of the charges against our Colonel. We were 

examined once before a Military Commission and they have 

reported to court martial him, so far so good. By the way we 

have a new Flag presented to us by the Ladies of Cleveland, 

which the Commanding General Lander presented to our Regiment 

on the 22nd with a very nice Speech.

Dr. Ebright and myself are together almost daily and I 

believe we enjoy our visits pretty well.

I think I might as well tell you, that I had the 

biggest bile [boil] I ever had right in the back of my 

neck, as big as a hen Egg. It has been running now for 5 

days and the core is not yet out. My Lieutenants Chapman and 

Childs have poltest [poulticed] it regular with Linseed or 

Flaxseed poltess, washed it twice a day with Cast Steel 

[castile] Soap and squeezed it and been just as good to me as 

you ever saw, but before it was open I was almost homesick. 

They say it was so much fun to squeeze it as it ran out by 
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spoonfulls. It does not hurt me anymore, I am still 

poltessing to get the core out.

This is my day for "Officer of the Day" and it is now 

11 o'clock in the Eve and I will soon have to make the "Grand 

Rounds" and then go to bed. We get paid the 2nd of March 

so the Paymaster said this week and then I will send you some 

money, or all that is over after I pay the note in [the] 

Bank. I want Brother Joseph to hold on and not get the 

"blues" as I will soon see him. Can he not get something to 

do in Millersburg for awhile? I have no idea that we leave 

here until the Roads get better, as they are too muddy to 

move men, horses, or artillery. I think you can not complain 

of me now, as I write twice every week. 

 Say to my good children that you write me first as they 

be have and what they do & if it good it makes me feel so 

good and love them so much, but if it is bad, I do not like 

it a bit. Hamlin ought to come first, although Lizzie is the 

first girl after since Hamlin is the first boy after me and I 

am the oldest. 

 That really tickled me, I had to laugh over it yet in my 

bed at night, as it seemed so much like there Quarrels. 

 You must not let Mosey forget me, as I would feel bad if 

I should come home and he not know me. 

 How is Henry Heizer getting along? Joseph & B Cohen & V 
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and all the rest, I was very sorry to learn in a letter of 

Mr. Dial to Lt Chapman to learn of my old friend Chipman’s 

death. Dit the Methodist make any impression on friend before 

he died? I do not care if you do not write me anything about 

the Millersburg News as I generally hear all that is going 

on; only write me about you, you my dear, the children what 

they say and do, oncle Joseph and Elizabeth. Let me know 

every little thing going on in the family, every thing; write 

often and long loving letters; you have no Idea how 

refreshing they are, to a Soldier and more especially to such 

a one as me, whose whole soul is home, home, Sweet home. 

If the mail comes in to morrow and brings me no letter 

from you, I shall be disappointed. While I write on my home 

made table, under which sleeps my boy, Chapman is snoring in 

and Bed, the Sentry trotting up and down in front of my tent 

although late you can yet hear a good many things. 4 of my 

boys came home from the Hospital among them Jacob Grassley

the Gentleman “I have yet of in the” Cumberland Hospital but 

all one doing well, but one John Ammon is pretty sick.

 By the way how is Mrs. Ammon? I wish you would find out, 

as Mr. Ammon can not get word from her. Ain’t you getting 

tired of getting such long, long letters from me? Write often 

and long letters, you can not write too often your letters 

are always a God send. If oncle Joseph has any rather, I 
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commence corresponding with him, first let him say so. We are 

now getting daily mail. Good night my love, my dear my all, 

Remember yours 

Ever true husband

Marcus 
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