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Head Quarters (left wing) 120th O.V.
Board Steamer Fort Wayne off Port
Island No. 10, December 5/62
My dear dear Wife and Children!

It 1s just now 10 o clock In the Evening and 1 have
only a few minutes ago dismissed the Officers School which by
the way Is getting very interesting and our Steamers have just
landed for the night and the Officer of the day has reported
the Pickets out throug the woods (a precaution necessary 1In
these parts to prevent being surprised by “Guirillas”) and as
I slept about 3 hours to day 1 thought best to go to work
and give you a little history ot ovur journey.

In doing this I might as well tell you at once that as
far as Sceneries and Landscapes are concerned | can say but
little, having spent but very little time on deck.

We left Covington Barracks the 21st and Covington Shore
the 24th ult and have ever since with but very little
exception been confined to the narrow limits of a Steamboat
crowded with 475 living “men” with all their “exhume” of
impure and foul air, 31 of that number sick, twelve of the
thirty one very sick. You know that 1 never feel very well
while traveling either on the Cars or Steamer and on this
long and tedious journey 1 have not enjoyed as much

comfort as usual.



The continuous noise of the Steamboat Machinery,
with the yells, the disputes, the songs, the coughs &
the gruntings, and even some moaning of the Soldiers,
the Ho Eh oh of the crew and gay and festive little
laughs and otherwise produced merriment of the Officers
and the diarehea which has run me pretty well, all
these together have made me wish frequently that we
were at Memphis.

When we left Covington the Water was very low but a
rise was expected to come ftrom Prttsburg, which however
dit not reach us untill artter we were Tour days out
during the four days stuck vun numerous Sandbanks while
sticking on one ot those Sandbanks vur Captain who has been
working hard all night came to the Cabin in the morning
about 5 A_.M. out of humor on a/c of this slow progress in
getting his “vessel” of the ground, tried to ‘““vent his
rath” on the many boys who vn a/c of being sick were
laying on the floor in the Cabin, he came to my room and
commenced swearing and cussing about the d—n men filling
up the Cabin &c & he was not going to live like a hog
&c. 1 rubbed my Eyes and did not feel very kind to him
for so unceremoniously waking me, besides many of the boys
gathered around and by their countenance 1 perceived, that

they expected me to say something, not to kind to my



friend the Captain. 1 therefore told him, “the boys in the
Cabin are sick boys and must lay in there nights and 1f
you do not like 1t 1 am sorry for i1t, and just let me
caution you, never to come so early again and making such
an infernal mess & noise, 1T you do I think 1 shall find
boys enough on board this boat, to throw you over board
about as quick as any double quick maneuver was ever

performed” and from the “thats so Col,” “Just give the
word” &c and the gestures ot the boys, | believe he
concluded to let well enough alone and trom that day to
this he has never tried to intertere with my own domestic
affairs on board the boat, and 1 have to day no better
friend than old Captamin Bob Whitney ot the Fort Wayne.

On our way here we stopped at Matison |[Madison],
Evansville and Candletown |Cannelton], Ind., the latter place
has a very large Cotton Factory which however at present 1is
working only at half time, we also stopped at Louisville Ky
at Cairo 11l and at Columbus Ky at all these latter places we
have to report to the comdg Generals at the first Genl Boyle
the next Genl Tuttle at the latter Genl Davies commands of
the three Genl Tuttle suited me best him and 1 got quite
familiar. 1 made the acquaintance of Capt David Heilner who

fought & beat the Rebel Ram Arkansas he was wounded seven

times, 1s an old cuss & quite an original Character, is an



awfull Democrat and can drink as much Whiskey as most any
other man, without getting “beastly drunk” besides him I made
the acquaintance of many Gunboat fellows who have been in all
the fights on the Mississippi, but they expect Vicksburg will
beat them all and 1f I mistake not, 1 think to be able to give
you a discription of that as an Eye Witness and participater.

We had some fears of being ordered off from Columbus and
take the Cars but we are now permitted to go on to Memphis
for which I am glad as that will give us an opportunity to
take our Land transportation with us. We have with us 16 Six
mulle teams, our Mules 1n good order, and 2 two horse
Ambulances, which makes gquite a respectable transportation
for one Regiment 1t we will only be permitted to keep it we
will be as well fixed and equipped as most any Regt. that
ever took the fTield.

You have frequently asked me what became of our women,
well the youngest one of the two went home the oldest one the
“matron” is on Col French’s Boat, she left the Hospital and
talks of cooking for some of the officers I do not know what
they will do. She does not speak to me because 1 said that
wherever there is woman in the field she generally does not
amount to much and her husband is not worth a d-n for the
service. We have two Women on board of our boat one iIn

Conyers Company, a Mrs. Steel and looks for all the world



like Mary Lawson, and the other a Mrs. Haggard in Braytons
Company who everybody would swear her to be the sister of
Mrs. Weaver of Uniontown iIf one dit not know that, that
sister was married & lived at the "old forge"™. They are
however both of them 1 think very kind and good women and are
going to cook, the Mary Lawson looking one was very kind to me
when I was sick and had it not been for the ldea that she
looked so very much like my old friend 1 could have enjoyed
the little dainties & Tea she cooked but as 1t was I really
dit not. Ezra had not had his discharge when 1 left but was
promised it & if he has not got 1t yet will get It as | mean
to write to the Col & Lt Col this evening yet.

I this eve recd your dear letter trom the 27th with
Hamlin’s & Henriette which gave me such comfort & happiness.
I dit not think Yettche could write as well I will write to
her & Hamlin when 1 get time at Memphis. 1 hope to get about
20 letters when 1 get time to Memphis oh but I will cut a
dash. 1 hope that mother has reached you ere this. Why dont
Oncle Josey write? he iIs a pretty boy wonder how much he
would take for himself? Can’t he write a little iIn every
letter? Wish you wound send me the “Times” dayly after you
get through with down here they say it is the best Paper in
America. Cant Mich & Sarah Henry & Theresa write 1 would like

lots of letters. I must now stop to only hope that 1 will



have a chance of mailing this letter to morrow.
With my love to Hamlin, Lizzie Mosey & Hattie & all the
rest 1 remain
Your ever true & loving

Marcus



- - I
- - f -~ .
-

D e N e

'w;:g:?/' mr e ff/ij B ~o 22 L

-~

-.\ . %’J“rﬁ-“z fﬁﬁeﬁﬁfu/ 'f-'a_...._:fa.-f
\ -

= . ¢ = -
§€ﬂ+ /‘}Q,d_‘,_,{" . /:’;'.ﬁ-r r'ff(-:‘.- .f

=

. oy a5 e ,{"’m/,.fﬁ*uﬁ' :5'0715“4.:{#
- e B . A e N8 g
zz‘f’f“’{/ -.::”H.L. s S ,,-é.f_.'.ﬁ.-..i .
Z- 0 > il
- ;’“ > #,wamss,ﬁ mmz::;
= Loy i y)éiv ﬁ-“f - T f:mw.//
| Ko B Drrioe L Fai L. ,ﬂ:‘,m,.ﬁz.
: Zr cfzﬂbc:c’w‘&,r AP i . B /J;'ﬂ,#?wﬂ’r#-
i M/c/ﬁ x,,,,,/ Cazr e’ ,-;.,;.L,,;cfg %,
| ﬁaﬁ e’ /f.-b.ar st N st S ke /7-’%:.,“,.-:: N~ e
Byt ./‘s- f-f “V‘d-ﬂ/f:"/ fzr/.ﬂz’z" /f/ﬁf‘?r«"‘_
e ff.n"f T t’;’:; ‘-j £ e P e T a:-r
/’éq»a;f Jf-})r..ﬂ" o ﬁi".:r-f;f_ e ﬁ%//f«é,r é
/ﬂ~ d’/ﬁz;f‘ 4&;: Cos Ll Ao az'E.ﬁ-..:! =P
=

Hacs  Loers coes Feidl Coicon o mz.u .-_,,4-3,.}-4,

/ﬂéﬂw ff/t"f(iﬁc"'ur i T *’W oy s . ..nu_...j

Jﬂ!i( af.f.uk-c.fpd‘:m"ry //‘fdh.d{-ﬂ* #f’%f? ?{' f#-‘-”"ﬂﬂ--"
zg :

}éﬁ&.ﬂdﬂf A Zce .a....f’—" A;T,..., 4~£:a-~_

‘e M.—'F{ / 1::!:.-?'- M::ty' ""’r"' @ -"‘"-({ﬁﬂ-;{.
%—#‘I & rendlct e v .-'ﬂ:.'fr;-/ M*H-'L-- 63,’&;:'/

# J,/;_;é- -r'_,.‘; .A—/ﬂ ,.g,-__.,gr{.f Jéﬂt--r'p 4‘!'-'2:- % -2.-:-—--—-




/Z,;" /1.":7/#7 pa CZlew PO 2 .4:' B e W EI'Z:-.,.,___;.-{,
&

Va /z:e'; / f&u,,/{,{ /é:"_ﬁ Za fﬁ7/é.2
/ gy L2EAL fﬂ—’//ffc_zﬂ A o, €2 -
e Lovo /;/I’h.-:t - e SR A f"’/f“f,.; ?f'ﬂié_’:—-
Bcsils it ,7 oo, 457 ._,a_et,%,ji—
5o i /7" e Z A Cera
O ez o //gﬁ/, Aadi, Gt i,
<, z’é o e B B )
M‘iﬁﬁﬁ T e ﬁ/ﬁfgﬂ",ﬂ:”'u o e
e L A el #p P > P D

4.5;.- .‘ié;,*#-/ﬂ J%... T | e w atl 2 4:-53"2@
&J{/ P / ,/( /?zg::m / wee &

%gu’ T a’x,;/%/ ﬁ’é/ Cy?cz:ré‘z/”'#‘ﬁ/ dr,rﬁ ﬂm!ﬂ,,‘g
/;/‘-—c / Pz P rzﬁq:: /&*JJ’ --""J"-?f Jfﬂ-ﬂ -ﬂ—ﬁ.—-{i
é‘ﬁraﬁﬁrﬁ:m’& yﬁ’-—"f J{“ f{;/ 'l'-ﬁ/?-dfﬁ- -ﬁﬁnﬁ[ '
%ﬂ.f’ - o S .q_/f ﬂf?% L Jé‘-_./;./z; 2% L g —
% A Ees /W— c"‘ﬁ.:".?’/ﬁ.r--f e -:5!"&7 @'—aw«?
ﬂ‘{f (/ Eﬂ’?‘ﬂrf:ﬂt 4:."4/;'__’._/ dé- e’/ ,4{ ﬁﬁtﬂ," /“-__
e ‘é‘/ﬁﬂ:f;/ 2/‘/ /fcf;/;'a.: /-ﬁ'
L///ﬁ'_@.iﬂﬂ-f M:’ﬁ?x:/zr . p//cf'ﬁ-'.#..r.g.ff RN i
P
ﬁf Mﬁf’.’&rdﬁé Vs 2> D . .5 ﬂ we’gfﬂ'-/é—_ :
ﬂﬁzw EZ %? M} e ,.d'z 4@9,4&
jf- /M#—#:f- '__M" ZH" . Q,%f?//ﬁ__"{-fd[ S e ;
/Aﬂﬂé?f‘// —~al L £ e fr;é«-wétﬂnﬁ'
et Sy S Free et zzé.» S i /ﬁ’ﬂfﬂu|

—



Zeoirens, Crtinny Gt Lo trmi e
il 2 /{ ”z/‘é,, /ﬁ;@z:- 2D e
e /7(&'-#4/ ﬂf:;e.f},l P ﬁ/ﬂy‘*ﬁ;
//A ﬁé;;%yefﬂa—m < 4.'9//*?‘ Cloie enui
A/{: ﬁ%ﬂf«fr’_{* (&/5’(’ i L 2 g s P o e
Lot Gt il e T Z > @fﬁﬂ-/%m
> ,a-df;'-‘f’.g."— s cf"z{ L ,./::{.}iu P A A S
é’/ 4;?{5& /«*J!émc{?-ﬁ/ Z= (ff-?-r:s-:-— "—'-fﬁ"-‘i:-n-c,
& //z' s N, WP i e 4;:1,,4 4'{5' /
J-;'f--zf/l-// 2 J/,A_g,
ﬂg[/wf"“ .&r’#z /ﬂ_;f’_{gy fg&uﬁécdﬂfsﬂ___'
Ll LBt Erat 2218 / ces /r..w,.»ffz,( PR
//ﬂf(ﬁg.t/ ‘//Zu / mﬂm;

ﬁ.q?:/ / ,,..f,.,ﬂ_,,,) féﬁ.uﬂ e R
gﬁfﬁ ?nﬂ-/{’ﬁz-ﬂ X Aiﬂ [Zﬁ-:-w "/_;3-\7 -l"r:f‘_:’
d"héé} ;’ﬁ | e b 0 N =R

EF . . r-.-'ﬂ--_.-,.n__..oda. ..:'-.....-' [ W

= F oS
/ / -sm ” ,/;’}AM fw JJ/M# <
/:—1'-- P n.}ﬁ:.f /:7:'2_ c"'f_d‘;*-:-h—m—t.,a\é E D -
. / ~
_/) ‘/"fr ,g? ::j /_,.f R e T ; .::E_...-- .-»‘-"—r
é% e e ,,,J_',_-;;f,.-’ ﬂ*;i,, é:x-g g’
/.:’/?’ h;é:#" Ex F R i e ‘;é:.g,r- %ﬁpf /-;,.e'/ fﬁa..._.-
t.’fa-‘-'“e: FA#‘.&* . 4‘-&.-....-:"' P ?w -’#’f‘?‘—':l"—d—ah-ﬁ—r;/
Lo "”ﬂ#f—*d&[ 4_/4?‘/_/‘—’ éﬁ_—{- %”#’Mﬂ_ﬁ,ﬁ: T i
(ff/.-rfrv P -I-P/qux.r ﬁ Qb‘:nﬁﬂ-cw /% P

Jﬁ‘f '!z'ls;-:drl_d% 22’#@;;9 @-_‘-/ ez M:ﬂ*




T N —— — —_ p— — e — ——— —————

Jg-‘?"fﬁ' r (J'::'J.'—JJ - j_.,. %/;’/G - .‘ﬂ-—/ ’P—‘—-,. EE— :,-' .r"’:;-' -d'-_f-., "'.:::r‘-’"- R
f’/;:r"' ar .-;e---: g e R 4""' J’J‘/{" o ft.(/r A:-_ f}/:..- a' f/f-r'hy/
r - g ".-il.

9 ‘Zj ﬁ"r{;’ F-‘C/l _,.'f“. o t.p-""_.,. P e (;‘3"-.,-1 — ﬁf""\)
ﬂ/r ot ....r(-;-: - ..f'-'d'r"'f ﬁ/’ = - - ~ ":";'_":""-'"—-;- lh.;} 4

\ \
ﬁ;.r ’!,- i'_'-'_...-'__,-f‘-:;’r g = P S T g A € o T .,_-f':ﬂ_

- //-?/7 -.z./?‘:-ﬁfff o A P R a:../’ J'.-F' - -5--—\_..._,,__,..-’7

3;:;;{/.-, s Z':d > 4o /?..{ ..n’-..a Z""a-(_’:’ PGl =
[ e J e[ e Fw Zoae
/f{éw_ i @’:,fzﬁ* i W i /,__T_b
7= é{; R .J/?f::f’ i ,.-n;»?/'zd;..-gf..'.--‘—-
e i G S st /'44,_._.; S e 2
i P SR LA (O e STt |
(.ﬂ/n,../ .&_7 ;_,(_;;4 i e .«r.-’-«zfx%.-#w-ﬂ |

Z e -'“1-7 - S (-3-{-" - {/’t,/-- e SV W Noaaie

= :“'/;'.4-‘.-1_-#{.: P e e fr?‘-—.:l_ ﬁ(ff%_‘-é - f«&-"’%
> WL ﬂ"/./‘-‘ﬂz'fiyff'ff--'w d: k-7 s e En &.’- 'ﬂ-f’:‘

I

|
a

I

P e T ¥t M Ew I S S — .;;_‘ e ko e
o S r/"‘_"""" e L e w A ﬂf&#_m :
-l i 1
4 o ——— o Bttt EE ot B L oo iri ol Coii i

i, CRERS R o i T, Wyt A |
A,/.., 4&¢?;¢4; P g ate |
‘/z:ﬂ-.—u.,., P AW e 5 "*‘Mw’é},&i
- e jf H/?/f/ LA /;;‘,ﬂ._& émm#j
.-_'_"Jj é.ﬁ-( %(/c:(mﬁw/ﬂ* ';g?:ﬁ d}/.-f i
.-/g'z e M;‘fgé ﬁf’#‘#r'z:ﬁ* /‘—/:/ - .J"r:_,?, e = ddaq
//4.{:{#_{;1?&# ‘éf S P #’&Z - - ﬂ—*f"t.,—:..-ﬂ'

/?‘*f .i;gg,..;—/, 51.4'/ . e ol dhorg = Pag oo s /M"ﬂﬂ7_



i - 4
jﬂ,‘.{ ——— .--?;’Jl' r@';grlp}'ﬂ./:_ﬂff

—Z ,'_"‘"—:;:' 7 A
#ﬁv — /—.ﬁarm__,‘__,? Hu??y‘?ﬁ

Gicic 2iy it A re<y /./éa,.-.t.-,/ ﬁfz/% .r’f::-,ﬁf.ﬂ,/ _
}e/*"‘-fffﬁ“" ﬁk/‘f"-"ﬁ W/’?fﬂt /ﬂrﬁ;—"’éﬂ (k‘.e/,,f-
Lo Cr il Hrrlr s Riaal n /:’r/-s/ PR, SN s
ot zes #"'zf.rl-)/o“ﬁaf a' znf.a.-%i/,,./r" o L L

..Jé?' PR DT S {’dfvfz;fw—;:f ';}/; ..r*k.-_/ u?,lJ-- _.rf-i’"'-
\/]fﬂff ﬁpﬂ/rfmf é_ﬁ‘rﬁl‘"uﬂ?.‘ﬂ!‘rf /4? dﬂaz---_.pf" == Mdé__

&){;ﬂ #‘gfﬁy ot 2 ("f’{/" " L (frfﬁy—-?@-ﬁ
e WMWMM *ffgamﬁfﬂézfsw e A e A
Jﬁf.f-ﬂ‘{:-ﬁ' j ./él’;rﬁ';/#’ e cg/wf' s Wt ﬁa%
IJ{!#; ﬂzf,&%ﬁf e L crene 2 e /4/
}‘—." /Lr,ér‘{“ S ‘/?J‘i-“wﬂi—' j/‘c.-.-:f/“"'
A reel Prrr zzm:.v" ?/ ;p—?""— C/J/xﬁf;"?&tn/‘ﬁf#
R i /f./.:.,#-._- i g A L
rf'/ f;--* .ém/@ éfffdr?? s /-,;.—-:‘/‘{‘ ,(_{ .:'ar.-z:n-p-7,
aé,j(.. Z ot v o i S S o> mand o ol e, Hom ™
A ,,..m.,f*u’-;l_. L £ ‘d e yjﬂﬁeﬁqfﬁ
(e PR e S i R
,.;/4 ebe /”' ' '”'u- v A SR N T oA
fd"ﬁdrﬂfqﬁ / (4 gl,-_f.f# e ﬂ/'_j.(x-’-
(ﬁr / //" o ez Zo= e e
kﬁﬂzcﬁ% oo Zfé_’é-_,fzﬁ..f' N e i e
> f//" 5#,7(2'. .zt.ﬂ% mg_?/ﬂé_;{;
A e s ﬂﬂtiw#"— e o £, 4.476144“’
?//,f#’éﬁ o Af:—r/&/#’&*ﬂi %t‘i Q’;’/{za
,;"J & a’fz».g/.-, / e 4.4/,;_;,



7

e T u"s L - :..,.,. "’A}.ﬂ";ﬂ#‘ﬂﬂ' S = e o

| _ e s

\\\/ M/&«m*/‘f e, & .t:f';;,.s Erewt v /'4' SR
N

Cxwnw =2 ‘l’—v<-_-'r-: g L ..a"/ e —-é "-n"l:
.; - ,..f/’-/ /:/ P

\.E.’-’;" iﬁ("'/ @fo! ffﬁ‘-:—nff f/ L%E‘L ﬂ._-...} f_:ﬂ_/,
Eq;....-f" ///7 Y f'é -j.ﬁ.::w-rd::e ﬁ"’f.ﬂf%:__ E

2 Ll e

= ey ﬁ!r?fxr"d;‘d’ ﬁ/% < -ty :ﬂg/ﬂd’&{
h{«/ > 4‘:35/;/ /,.-".-?L{_ //4 é—ﬁ

T /Jaf/ PP % G F&Ez:’."cd{’ o
B - S g wl '—7‘:4—{ i T /é’f::.f—-r-

R ji%ﬁﬂ{/ﬁdv é-ﬂ: #Hf’f J"’f;?a M—-—-..-lﬁ.{-*

N

[:;-. ...a-’;:: 5:‘21«~ Prg fove ﬂmrn{:’ mz%? AR

? e -f(ﬁ? 2/./2,” M&%

k /fﬁ[/ M/M = A#—J’/ME EE gy .-c‘_f_uL_F--_——l._-

j'l\.{-'/-ﬂq_.-?rf’ e .g..fl—/d' /-E'R.-f--——-ﬂ- e ﬂdl-.-b-;.,f‘-—/tf-:

\ e w2 fiff‘& (T ceal (:—/—/’;fm.- f}?’f ‘Hﬁé‘&
) % Mﬁé ﬁﬂ,f//.fgﬂ, /%/2-: ﬂﬂfﬂfz)
\

\h Eéyc-- ﬂ/é-v' ﬁ-ﬂ_ﬂi‘-—t—-f’g.:. Zf_—- a4 L ﬁ?/
h

k S, /J‘:‘_,y ﬂ;/a-d- f}' 2wt Vﬁﬁv ‘ﬂ-ﬁw-{'(
‘Z’x/ [ T .// «:.itg Eaé /¢c7(¢¢

A:‘&é. S fow /‘?f& /" f,ﬂ’?"’:,ﬁwﬂ_

ﬂfﬂ:#ﬂ-ﬂf’ éj o ,..r/(’{.r_. ' J‘é;’,. ‘&*“V‘*{Jv/ ‘ﬂ—’{fgh g -

ffﬂ:ﬂ/ V%}Zfﬂc Zz > 4:/—4:,“ 'é--ﬁ----p—r

— Jass | g R

N

-



[upside down at top of page]
Col. French & Major Beekman send their best regards
Hd. Qtrs. 120th O.V.1 Camp
Oliver near Memphis Ten. Dec. 14/1862
Dear Friend yea Brother!

Your very kind and congenial Letter english & German I
found here Monday the 8th after arriving on the 7th. You may
ask then why not answer i1t immediately? Answer: for the first
time since | have been iIn the service | have been taken with
the diarehea on Board the Boat & dit not get entirely over
it untill a few days ago 1t run me down 1n tlesh & spirit so
much so that I dit not feel like writing and with all this 1
dit not dare to report untit Ttor duty on ac of disembarking
for the first time with a new and green Regt, when one does
not wish to have it appear green requires the united
unflinching and unceasing efttorts ot every officer In i1t that
had any experience, more especirally when there are but two
who can boast of any thing in that line. Disembarkation,
joining the unjointed Wagons, unloading Mules & horses, Stores
& Subsistance, Men and Officers fix everything In order so
as to move through a City like Memphis. After a weary journey
of two weeks on Government Transports over two Rivers iIn a low
stage of water and selecting Camp, lay i1t out pitch Tent, see

to the ditching cleaning, wood, watering and feeding a Regt



of 950 men takes labor and when one has to do a full share of
that sick weak and weary at that [it] is truly not a trifling
affair and a little rest i1s like a precious Jewel. Such was
my Ffix, yet I stood it and am happy to announce to you my
true and trusty friend | am to day hale and hearty and only a
little the worse iIn flesh say 12 lbs.

We were two weeks and one day coming here, | commanded
the left wing of the Regiment on the Fort Wayne a large and
spacious Transport Steamer and Col French commanded the right
wing on St. “Silver Wave”, a boat of same Size. Though both
were boats of good size, yet when loaded with 475 men Mules,
Horses Wagons &c, they were well crowded. Our progress on the
River was slow and tedious, owing to the lIow water, we had to
lay by nights and dit not travel overly tast i1n day time. When
about 30 miles above Cairo the Steamer Silver Wave ran a rock
and sank, we took off men & stock and landed them on the beach
proceeded to Cairo where 1 procured another boat the J. L.
Prinkle and upon these boats without any further accidents we
arrived safely at Memphis the 7th inst. Memphis i1s a
beautyfull City, full at the present of trading Yehudim
[Jews], Women and Contrabands [escaped slaves], the
Cotton buying attracts many men here and often large
fortunes are made In a short time. Men from St. Louis,

Cincinatti, Baltimore &c are here with large Stocks of



Goods & making money fTast.

We were assigned to Genl Smith"s Div but when we
arrived here, Genl Morgan of Ohio (of Cumberland Gap
notoriety) ascertained that Col French was commanding the
Regt and Col French having been a Lieutenant under him iIn
Mexico, insisted upon having us transferred to his
Division, to which Genl Sherman consented. We are now iIn
Morgans Division and yesterday In the reorganization the
General gave us the position of honor as the 1st Regt in
the 1st (advance) Brigade. We had two Brigade Drills and 1|
am proud to say our Regt done splendrit and certainly feel
good since | done nearly all the Battalion Drilling our
Regt had.

I find myselt very well known among our Ohio Officers
and have allready many good ftriends, the noble animal
presented to me 1n Chicago and beautytull rigging &
mounting from you are attracting attention and I am as well
mounted as any officer i1In this Army no General excepted.
Our Brigade consists of 120th O.V. 118t 111 69t Ind, and
22nd Ky our Brigade Commander is Col Sheldon of the 42nd
Ohio (Garfield"s Regiment), a very amiable Gentleman &
represented as a fine officer, he called on me this
morning and we had a very pleasant talk. General Morgan

is from Mt Vernon Knox Co Ohio a good man and feels very



much interested in our good opinion of him as he comes
so near our neighborhood. [German translates to “It
doesn’t hurt”] We are ordered to be ready for land or
water by the very latest at the 17th inst 3 days yet
cutting us down iIn tents & transportation which means |1
think an expedition on Vicksburg well, we are ready for
it, our boys are keen for a fight as for myself I don’t
care 1T 1t comes I am ready if not I shant make a fuss
about 1t. A. Ruhman is well he sleeps 1n my tent every
night, he 1s doing duty regular, makes a good soldier,
but he will [German translates to *““not fight”] he says
[German translates to 1 don"t mind bering a soldier but
I don”t want to Tight”] When the time comes 1 shall
manage to have him out ot the Tight. 1 will fix It so
as to send him honorably to the rear on an errant for
me, that is, 1T really any Tight appears Emminent if
only prospective 1 will Iet him swet a little he i1s a
very good boy.

The relation between me and my fellow officers iIs most
happy. Col French is a Gentleman of the first Water, a true
and trusty friend and a splendit officer. Major Beekman a
very clever fellow, the Adjutand gay and happy & the Quarter
Master who is allready promoted to Brigade Q. Mstr like a

Brother to me. All the Company officers are vying with each



other to please me and the men 1 could not wish any better. 1
woulld very much like to see Esther and her little daughter
give them my love. 1 am expecting to come to Ohio in May if I
live and then will see you all and 1f we wont have a gay time
its because we dont know how. Give my love to Oncle & Aunt,
to your dear Wife and Children Joseph & his Wife and Children
Marx Wife and Children tell Marx that the time is still
coming closer when according to my oath 1 dare play Solo
again & then 1 will take him. My love to Simon Wife and
Children. Also Michael Wite and Children Oncle Hahn Wife
Yette & Herman tell Herman to write. My respects to Mr.
Jesselsom and tell him his letter made me teel like Frankfort
again & my love to all.

Ever Ever your

Marcus

[upside down at the top of page 5]
Write soon direct your letter
120th 0.V.l1. Memphis Ten

Morgans Division

To follow the Regt

[side of page 6]

My love to Geo Thank Rabos & Balendes & old Muhler 1 saw Jerry
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Head Quarters 120th O.V.l1. Camp
Oliver near Memphis Ten., Dec 15/62
My dear Good Wife & Children!

I can not say that it is with a cheerfull heart that I
write to night not but what I am bodily well enough, for I am
again as hearty as | ever was, but simply 1 can not hear
anything from you the last letter I had was dated Nov 23 and
here we have Dec 15 to day 22 days without any news that is to
long alltogether to make me teel happy; oh but for a reiteration
of those little takes ot Hamlins going to School & Lizzies
playing Mosey hearty eating & Hatties playing with her hands &
growing big & I would be a happy happy boy.

Here my dear wite I have nothing so tar to mar my
happiness, a good position a good military reputation, well
mounted In a good Regiment, a good Brigade, in a favorite
Divission, with a fair prospect ot promotion & plenty of friends
as a Soldier what in the World do I need else to make me happy,
than a good letter from my dear Wife assuring me of the health
of my dear and beloved ones at home from Suffolk 1 recd a letter
of Girty which I enclose you with all its contents. | am sure
you will enjoy it, also a letter from Moses Joseph.

We belong now to General Morgan Divission the 1st Brigade,
our Brigade the 1st is commanded by Col L. A Sheldon the 2nd

Brigade is commanded by Col Linday and the 3rd Brigade by Col De



Courey besides this Fosters Battery also belongs to our
Divission. We are ordered to embark by the 17th so is also Genls
A.J. Smith & Genl Morgan Smith Division in all about 25000 men &
from all reports and appearances we will go to Vicksburg. We
have the advance i1n our (Morgans) Divission and who knows but
what we may be the fortunate party to replant the first Union
colors upon the Forts of Vicksburg 1 trust it may be so, and 1
hope soon to be able to give you a history of another
expedition, in my opinion there will not be a Tight there, I
think the Rebels are so situated that they will evacuate
Vicksburg ere we get there. 1 Tind many ftriends here among the
Ohio troops & like 1t very much. The weather 1s warm folks are
making Garden & the locust trees are In blossom, for two days we
had the awfullest warm ramins & storms you ever saw or heard of.
I feared last night my tent would Tly away with me. 1 have
written you such a long letter last time that I will not tire
you much longer. My love to all

Ever your true & loving

husband who i1s all in

anxiety about you all

Marcus

Has mother returned? Dit Reese ever get the money I sent him?



Brother Joseph!

I want you to keep yourself in readiness to come down here
shortly I think 1 see a big sight to make money enough here so
as to quit the service or I am much mistaken

More In a few days when sure of it
Ever yours

Marcus
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Head Quarters 120th O_.V.I.
Camp Oliver near Memphis Ten.
Dec 17/62
My dear dear Wife!l
I just returned with my Regiment from the Brigade Drill
Ground, a beautyfull level piece of ground and one of the
most loveliest of days, the sunrays just warm enough to make
one feel comfortable without even a Coat on and In short one
felt like, the tropical clime was just the clime for one to
be happy. Everything went oft so pleasantly, my boys
performed so beautytull, Col French who 1s so very kind to
me, has now for the last three days given me the chance to
take out the Regiment, an opportunity tor which I would not
take a great deal, Trom the Tact that 1 can take my boys
right among 5 or 6 old Regiments among them the bully 16th
Ohio, who drilled for the last 15 months under the great
English Drillmaster Colonel De Courcy and my boys say, “with
Col Spiegel to drill us we dont care a d—m for any of them”
and really 1 don’t, my boys are doing bully and 1 think
when mounted on my “English Grayson” and everybody says
“Charlley” is full blooded, I am putting on “more than airs”,
well well when everything went so nice, I told the Adjutant
(the only one who assisted me today on drill) now 1f I can

find a letter from home when we return and find all well, 1



shall be gay and happy, and as expected so I found i1t. Your
sweet good letter of the 14th was waiting for me, after
interval of 21 days, the one last before that was dated Nov
23.

Allthough your letter was not quite as cheerfull as many
a one that 1 have received from you, yet it was you out and
out the care, the love, the uneasiness, the scolder, the
Comforter, the [illegible] and last but [not] least, the
reassurance that I have a woman who is best, kindest and most
loving of all women l1iving. God bless you.

Now to your questions. When at Carro 1 would gladly have
come home but could not, without running the risk of being
left behind and that 1 dit not dare to risk as I was in
Command of the lett wing ot the Regt. How 1t came that I had
the diareah I can only explain by the fact that I am a great
water drinker and not berng used to the River Water 1| had to
get used to it. As to my state ot health now I am better than
ever, Teel real well and can eat like a Horse the only
trouble 1s that we have not got anything very good and not a
very good Cook even if we have anything. As for coming home
before 1 get real sick 1 intend to do by all means whenever
necessary. Your advice to quit soldiering I know you do not
mean, as | never before had half so good a chance and I do

really mean to rise to some distinction iIn this Campayne if



God spares my health and there i1s nobody in this World who
woulld feel prouder of i1t, than my own dear Wife.

I am extremely sorry to know you all have suffered
with bad Colds as 1t i1s very unpleasant in the winter and
I am uneasy untill 1 hear you announced all well again
inasmuch as cold allways sits so hard on you. You must
take the best of care of yourself. How iIs dear Mosey now?
Hope he i1s better. 1 knew there was something wrong when 1
had to wait so long for a letter. Poor boy, he must have
suffered much, I am glad you give him Codlrver Oil, as it
iIs the best thing a child can take how does he like to take
It? Hattie 1s comencing early with her teeth she must be a
fine child, God bless her.

I am glad to hear Hamlin & Lizzie are good Children,

I knew they would be as you allways say, ‘“they took after

me”” “‘umbeshreea’” [knock on wood]. 1 am happy to learn you
are satisfied, take things easy and 1 do not want you to
work very hard of course. I know Sarah dont want you to,

yet I know your disposition. Goodman wrote to me he gave
you a standing invitation to go to the Lectures this winter
and you had accepted like a good old friend. I want you to
go and also to the Theatre at least once a week so that
when 1 come home 1 talk war & i1ts iIncidents and you Theatre

& Lectures and then both of us about the children. 1 think



it as little as Oncle Josey can do to take you to theatre
every once a week; he ought to feel proud to take a
Lieutenant Col"s Wife and i1f he can not afford it he knows
I will cheerfully refund. 1 want Elizabeth to go once iIn a
whille 1T she 1s a good girl and I know she 1s 1 want her
to see something to. I hope my dear mother has ere this retd.
She will be a good deal of company, give her my love and Kkiss
her for me. 1 also had a very kind letter from Chapman to day
he and the boys are well, but awtully down on Col Voris as
you see out of the letter of Girty 1 send you.

Col French i1s as true and kind to me as any man can
be, he does not do the least thing without consultation, If
all Officers would Teel that way to each other the War would
soon be at an End. Major Beekman 1s the kindest of men he
woulld kiss my big toe 1t I would let him at least three times
a day i1t allmost makes me sick ot him, Quarter Master Dean
is now Brigade Q. Master I have no better friend in the
World. You must not get tired of my long long letters, when 1
comence | can scarcely quit. 1 could write you allmost a
quire of complimentary acts and notices our Regiment, myself
& Horse and Col received since we came here in doing this 1
might however appear a little on the "bragerdocia Order'™ and
I would rather wait untill I see you but suffice 1t to say

it Is as unexpected as i1t is agreable. Only one thing I must



say when General Morgan & Major Genl Sherman reviewed our
Divission, General Morgan said to French and myself
“Gentlemen 1 heard more compliments on your Regiment to day
than on any other in the Divission” and General Sherman said
before all his staff & Officers “this 120th Regiment is the best
new Regiment, 1 have yet seen in the field in regard to
appearance, drill and discipline.”

After several interruptions I quit there last night, my
tent 1s as usual the place to come, to ask questions, advise
& sit down the consequence 1s this morning that 1 dit not get
my letter finished last night and 1n all probability 1t will
have to be cut short. Why? As usual and as 1t used to be on
the peninsula & all through my Campayne that whenever 1 get
a letter from you atrter 1 had none tor several days or
quite a while, that the arrival of such a letter 1is
indicative of something will happen. So this time.

Though we had been ordered to leave on the 17t for the
Embarcation of an Expedition for the Capture of Vicksburg
yet the 17t past & we thought perhaps we go & perhaps we
dont but with your letter came the Order to move this
morning and now while I write, the Bustle of striking tents
packing & hurrah generally at this time 6 o clock A_M.
would at once convince any passer by that a bussy day 1is

expected. Now my dear Wife as to my going to Vicksburg,



the Order of Genl Morgan &c, 1 will discribe In a letter
which I comenced & intend to finish on board the boat to
Henry Greenebaum, but 1 mean simply to say, feel easy
this trip will do me good and good will come from 1t. The
Tent comes down over my head I must close.

God bless you & the children. Remember that 1 am
Engaged 1n an undertaking that 1f successfull will do
more to close the War than any thing yet done.

Ever your
Loving

Marcus
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Head Quarters left Wing 120th O.V._.I.
on Board U.S.S. Key West No. 2 afloat
on the Mis. River betw. Helena & Gaines Landing
Dec. 21/1862
My dear Brother Moses!

1 have just returned from the Hurricane Deck where 1
witnessed the getting loose from the Shore at Helena
[Arkansas], and superintended, the falling Iin the Column
of the Fleet at Regular Order of my gay little Steamer
Key West No. 2 which with Tive Comps. ot the gallant
120th comfortably quartered on her, 1 have the honor to
command. When 1 arrived 1n my State Room and commenced
taking off my boots 1 l1ooked at my watch and found 1t
to be only half past eight P.M., to early to go to sleep
so | concluded to put on my slippers and enjoy my hour
between this and bed time by writing to you, my true
and trusty friend, thinking that perhaps this being
Sunday Evening and out of business you might perchance be
sitting in your happy family circle & forsooth talk about
me and If so our thoughts might meet and embrace each other
a comfort which we may perhaps be deprived of, for some
time to come, but let us trust 1In our heavenly father &
hope for the best. While 1 write the boat shakes awfull but

iT we do not get a shell or two through our Ladies Cabin



I think my writing may be with a little care

intelligible, but 1f that little accident should happen it
might make me rather nervous and spoil my handsome
stenography.

I have, 1T my memory serves me right, in my last
letter from Memphis given you a graphic discription of my
situation which if I have told you at all, 1 am satisfied
that [1] have said, so far as Col. Brigadier & Divission
General i1s concerned 1 could not be situated better.
They are truly all my Triends and any ot them will go
as far to please me as any superior offticer ever dit
for an inferior, 1n tTact 1t seems to be their constant
studdey to do something that 1 would like. Col. French
is In command of the right wing on board Steamer Jesse
K. Bell and our Brigadier with his staff are on board
of her, they send for me this aftternoon while we lay
coaling and 1 had to take supper and amid negro singing,
& dancing Guitar playing, Smoking and dancing joking
and laughing we whiled away a merry time untill the
Signal gun rang through the air, which reminded us that
the Flagship was leaving & we were to follow and then
they coaxed me the hardest kind to stay over night &
join my command in the morning. [German translate to

“But they didn"t know that 1 left my Major behind very



drunk, and he was totally i1ncompetent to iIssue even the
simplest order; a serious problem of our dear Major
which 1s very harmful to him since he unfortunately
understands very little In his most beautiful sobriety,
"a la militaire”, but he i1s a pleasant, nice fellow who
would kiss my big toe three times a day if 1 gave him the
opportunity.’]

As for this Department I must say that 1 am not much
impressed with its order, discipline, nor soldiery bearing
of the Soldier, 1 am sorry to say we Tind many Regiments
out here utterly demoralized, who instead of being able to
pride themselves ot berng Soldiers In the Great & glorious
cause of the Union & Tor the Constrtution, can boast of
being a debauched sett ot rufttrans & many of them might be
termed a perfectly lawless sett ot robbers & thiefes. My
God what will become ot such men atter the War is over, oh
for a McClellan in every Department that could go on
undisturbed by a jealous set of abolitionists and while he
would soon end the war we could after 1t is over boast of
having had a civilized mode of warfare.

Speaking of McClellan reminds me of the facts that the
last news we had was that Burnsides was agoing to have a fight

and somehow 1 do not know why, but knowing as 1 think 1 do that

part of the army I am ever since apprehensive, I am allmost



affeared to say it, but i1t just seems to me that Burnsides or
any other General in Command of that Army would get whipped
except McClellan. May be you will laugh at me, but Moses 1 think
I have sufficient knowledge of military to justify me in saying
that McClellan is the only man for that Army & ere this War 1is
over 1 think the whole Country will have to acknowledge it in
spite of all evil and malignant opposition of a jealous and
rodden hearted abolition crew, who are using all their efforts to
influence the President who 1 really think Is an honest man if
let alone. Enough ot this dark picture & let us hope Burnsides
may be successfull or may ere this have driven the Rebels from
the Rappahannock & Mattaponie % every other Anie and may ere
this have Richmond, he made a good General under McClellan.

Now Mosey you must allow me to run a little to night as |1
am all alone in the Ladies Cabin & nothing but the regular
puffs of of the steam out ot the pipe & the regular working up
and down & back & forth of the Machinery of the boat is all 1
have for Company. Officers & men are in the Arms of Morphis & I
feel like letting my thoughts run as they will knowing they go
to a friend, where the foolish part will be overlooked.

By the way, they may be the last I ever will have an
opportunity to send to you. 1 trust and pray they may not, but
the fortunes of War are as of the outside world, very

uncertain only a little more so but let us hope, pray and



trust that God 1n his infinite Mercy may as He has often
before protect & deliver me from all harm, for 1 have really
much to live for. Yet I mean to do my duty and my whole duty
and 1T my poor life will be any benefit and assistance 1In
ending this long and unfortunate Struggle i1n favor of our
glorious Union God knows 1 will gladly give i1t. Oh my dear
Moses i1t would do your Soul good to see a fleet of over 100
Vessels besides the Gunboats on the father of waters. The
Vessels filled with Uncle Sams boys gay happy and cheerfull,
all ready to meet danger and do battle tor the good old
Flag. Oh yes by the way I have not yet told you where we are
going to & what for, but 1 enclose you a copy of General Order
131 issued by our brave Divission General which will explain
itself. By the heading you will see where we belong & by
reading you will see where we are gorng and what we mean to
do and I will only say that the 120t & your humble servant
mean to do their full share 1Tt we get a chance, 1t will no
doubt be hot & bloody work the expedition consists of about
40,000 men under General Sherman (a Brother to Senator John
Sherman & also Col Sherman of Mansfield) and a fleet of
Gunboats i1n command of Rear Admiral Porter, 1 think that
force should take Vicksburg and clear the Mississippil River
to New Orleans and 1 think they will. About an hour before

I left Memphis I made the acquaintance of a Son of Loeb



Herrnsheim a brother to the one that married '"Cheuley'™ von
Gundersheim and also Charley Schloss they as a brother in law
to Esther they as well as myself felt most d--m sorry that we
dit not meet before. We met under singular circumstances.
[German and Yiddish translates to “After 1 had my people iIn the
boat, 1 walked along the riverbank and saw a Yehudah and his
wife. | remembered the Sabbath and decided to have a kosher
lunch. So, as my friend and his wife came closer, 1 said,

“Happy Sabbath, dear people,” Trightening the gentleman and

probably his wife, being offtered “*Happy Sabbath” by a man in
uniform with sword, spurs, and so torth and so forth. 1 asked
where one could eat a kosher lunch. The gentleman said 1 could
go with him, or to Mr. Levy who was holding a Jewish Boarding
house. 1 went to Levy and tound him and about 30 Jews very
surprised when I asked 1t 1 could have a Chanukah lunch (my
friend at the river bank told me Sabbath Chanukah). But when

I sat at the table and Levy took a good look at me he said,

“1 think the face looks familiar” and when I told him my
name he said, ‘“Dear God, a son of Rabbi Mosche of Abenheim,

a Lieutenant Colonel.” 1 was surprised and discovered soon
that he was a son of Loeb Herrnsheim. Carl Schloss is married
to Levy’s niece. We went to visit him and he was very busy
and 1 promised to return iIn the evening and stay overnight

but unfortunately the departure signal was given an hour



earlier and 1 had to miss a pleasure I would have very much
enjoyed and 1 am convinced it would have been very stimulating
for both of us.]

Just now the Signal of danger sounded. 1 must go and
see what i1t meant. Supposed Guirillas in the Woods on shore
& the whole fleet anchored i1t is awfull dark & 1 do not
believe we will make any demonstrations to night, the Gunboats
are plying up and down & I think they can attend to any thing
ordinary for to night.

With this interruption 1t 1s getting late & 1 must bring
my long Epistle to a close. Now Moses let me tell you write
often & do not wart Tor me ftor many times weeks may pass 1In
a Campayne like this that 1 may not have a chance to write to
you, but at any time will 1t give me undiscripable happiness to
hear from you my more than Brother. Give my love to your
dear Wife & boys, to Onkel & Aunts, Esther & child, Marx
& family, Michael & family, Joseph & family, Simon &
family, & all the friends don’t forget Ruhman Frank
Muhler Bolender & Raban & more Especially my old friend
Wm. Wise and tell him what Civillian Spiegel done wrong
Col Spiegel will make right do not be afraid old Bill my
horse, Saddle, Sword Sash &c are all right.

Ever your true

Marcus
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Head Quarters left Wing 120th O.V.1I.
On board U.S.S. Key West No. 2 afloat

between Helena & Vicksburg Dec 22/62

My dear dear Wife and Children!

I just finished Inspection of arms Acoutrements Knapsacks,
Blankets Canteens Havresacks and the general appearance of my
Command upon the hurricane deck and found them nearly all iIn
fighting trim after which I concluded to come down in the Ladies
Cabin now in the absence ot the Ladies appropriated for the use
of the Commissioned Offtcrs and see wether or not 1 could put
something or other together that might be ot interest to my dear
Wife. You unquestionably have my letter in which | anounced to
you that we were to sanl I have since written a Letter to Henry
Greenebaum on board the Boat and mamled at Helena which he
probably has ere this and aguainted you with its contents.

We are now sailing down to Dixie and the weather is truly
admirable and most congenial, 1 spend an hour on deck In my
Shirtsleeves and found it as warm as necessary for comfort, the
Sun is darting forth a refreshing warmth & the breath is just
strong to prevent oppressive heat & then just think of the ldea
at so fair a day of seeing a Fleet of at least one hundred
Steamers besides the Gunboats drawn up in Line and sailing at

proper distances to “take the Lion in his den”. There iIs no use



of concealing the fact hat 1 apprehend a serious and bloody
struggle as the taking of the stubborn Rebel Fort of Vicksburg
is the object of this Expedition I only hope that the
authorities in charge of this Important task are sufficiently
familiar with the Territory, force & fortifications of the Enemy
so as to be sure of having an adequate force to be victorious
for a defeat in a case like this 1 would look upon as ruinous.
The forces as near as | can find out i1s about 42,000 men and a
Tleet of Gunboats a torce which would allmost deem sufficient to
take any place and I teel sure we will take Vicksburg.

When I close or marl this letter I know not but I shall
continue to write and 1T a chance ot marling 1t presents itself
I will close It at once and ship 1t. 1 have nothing very
particular to write The River does not present anything very
striking to me neither have 1 spent a great deal of my time
looking. I have written long letters to Moses Joseph, Cohn,
Greenebaum, Chapman &c & read the Tactics | feel as well as ever
real hearty & I only trust | may get the same assurance from you
and all my beloved ones at home, 1 feel somewhat troubled about
my little Mosey, but hope he is all right. Helena is not much of
a town but a strong body of Soldiers are laying there many of
whom will accompany our Expedition.

The most of the small towns have been burned by our forces

in consequence of Guirilla firing. I met yesterday Captain Henry



Ankeny a Son of old General Ankeny who is as strong a democrat
as the old man is Republican and the nicest man | ever saw of
that Name. he belongs to the 39 lowa Regt. he is also going with
us. Col. French is In Command of the right wing on Steamer Jesse
K. Bell and sails imediately in front of us our Brigadier has
his Head Quarters on board of the Jesse K. Bell, he i1s an
excellent man, him and 1 are friends.

Our boarding for which we pay $1°0/100 per day is not near
as good as it was on the Fort wWayne and scarcely any better than
I could cook myselt. John & Charley are well, Charley is as gay
as ever, I had him shod a little while ago & he was a very
little lame which troubled me a great deal but 1 think he 1is
quite over it. | mean to try and get a cheaper Horse to take
into Battle if |1 need one 1 hate to take Charley in, though I
had him right alongside ot where the canons were fired 50 times

& he never looked.



7

/,:,; P, '«rr By \ALIEAEBE I, oo
P /,«/ e /—%,.- L B P il o

" ﬁ//,,;w/; 2. “5)3,_._, -’:‘.‘5-*4”:?

e
%ﬂ’:{ﬁﬁ' ..-,Q—,ﬂ./:,rw-.-/ ,.rrf};;‘-'f .J—é)(_j",:’,.'./g,_ i

. b '

R P / 17{;./4/‘-’#;»-- 4‘;:_,/;;(#/
J.i/ C‘”ﬁ*:p-—-‘- e e L Iﬁ’d jm//—,ssfdh-/r_ P
!2/..-. A/ﬁ . -e!"'y*,,n #éﬁx‘,,d"{zj:: e d_?_"'Z" ‘g,,?,xw-ﬁ
%/ﬁﬂm A (r.,{”//"' =2l L o W

’ s t’:’,:-:...J ﬁ?g: Pl o rd v P A

/}é;{r-’:+r?_ po s > yf‘fs el /‘(fz,
sl Poomnk st i s, il
f’f;#ﬁ-*"ﬁ 7 fﬁf f-*-y:".-fﬂx,-ﬁfﬁ-r: - q/ﬂ -
ﬁd&fﬂzgu”/ gf" L ("‘/ ﬁ-fxux*ﬂ# /.‘g‘ﬁ

/ﬂt/:;;-wr?_ﬂ;.-_; &){ﬂj (;;J = ﬂ’};.g—f e

C"fﬁ?fﬁfﬁuﬁf‘ ///ﬁiﬂp n;;,-j,. 2 o aP _g_,..
o> ?fp/‘_' A T /Z- 2 -r'-/t'{4 s e

A;é -(-:;;f:.-t" ./4/ .ﬁ-{/ﬂxﬁ ' fm;.ﬁ

/’f 2 / P . il -é..#a-r-t‘n-—-d‘z

il

"'{J-zf Can A -/.-Pv z r#ﬂr”‘ 1,.,,,.,.{.5 —

A%Hvﬁéljﬁ-n//é’ S, % <= 4@* a..bz;,
/f‘-ﬁz-&ﬁffr’ -ﬂt—n// N, /-n- B é‘/ﬂr e}

é.a:-—#'-—.nz:ﬁ’ 7/4#-&1-%:-‘--:; ﬁé.ﬁ;tﬂﬁ

e /4 A Se>




Bty o B T i enpin i B ol /Af.._
/’// 7S ! //,—;,;J e Pres o

/;}'t.-f—t."cﬁ ‘/;fa’,-ﬂ-xx..f o L AT e % e
Ly A r7 :?;.zf/_zz+£r /:z/fz.n,r‘*’-—

z,L/--.r/é’C/ e e 521:.4: O’I(f.-//zr/éﬁ <

oz’ .f,.-;,,- e« e /ﬁ*ﬂ“:ﬁ"
/ j’.r:c /4::#1:# A2l ra P a s €

Afﬁc’ < 'f:"*-e’-'/ // / <Ay —

_&f&t‘/f’;-’: g:'z..f.-r..r / A
/ 3/"":/4': f‘-zf’/ C/f:éz /é// ‘ﬁ‘fﬁ

;ﬁﬁ;/ CE s ELIM,‘, ez 2 27/ % (o4
K';’( /"’t” < t"e"t‘ ,....,[f_-,._,
/;’ d/azﬁ/é é‘ ; / -

: ‘fzz ,4-_:5.:» :.{ ff::.t’,';,wl
e {'7:' //{.'E"-r-a fiﬁ-—/(_/ﬁ* i Ao e o
L 77z cze /":‘{f s ("J(ﬂ/é— Fze s //Arf/
/f,{/ /ﬂﬁ"ﬂ" ?'lf; /«47/ z':_-- c.-/l?f

/f.n ..z’.:;-*.ﬁf("dff y Con i /(,_-r BT
/ / /:r-/ ﬁ*z&/f//;’ -w-*"’"j/gg o
o Lo e /g/ il e B, i e 3]
: ;///fo..r'e::L.# B IS R .V - f..-éa-.-_-..-@/
,/{ ﬁffm ('érz"".f - ,/;,, ef.ﬁif . 4;?{52
-"./;‘—ffﬂﬁf f //A:".-: 52':.: f/c,/‘/.fz_é.nd- e

%6' /éf*éE ff-ﬂ-l“’/ /‘;/r,. f-:él I BN
-:"/"de.'-M// i / - e e ;:"/ Jﬁ-’a:'".:

L o AR |
éﬁl“ ;_? g//{fz{—:ﬂ ffg;:- 2 %/:jj:: /42:,—:"_: N

/;‘//x/é P2t 1'73‘?.3:.- = gz-- A /Lm‘f—.r.- ﬂ_/
/f_’?-r/ ﬂ{}’:{f"{f e ™ f’_..-‘y ,;,1_,;,,__.5,-" a-""-"’r-.-'.an.-l- ’ffdff

“J =




e a} = £ £2N e ;c:fm:;iﬂ.-n
7 7
S -~ 4"‘1/&—:'..":‘5 v ~ ..-'_...:...-_/.../ /‘ ) fff.ﬂ---—u.—rw !ﬁ

o

B o o Copl et L
Lol - s .r.-.‘(h- L= /
fé;ﬁ,_.ﬁ/" 2K s % f:""-ft: N //Qv/
z f/«; 4: .a-.f ol 7
///ﬁf«r ‘f’:/f.-:aﬂ#/z/ﬂ;"’ ﬂ;’ifﬂ/m {
..f# /7/ R FE (L el {b}{rf 5 e
éf'rz.-;/c.rﬂ?.-f— A a’-ﬁ.ﬂ-_/‘(' .-'_”-2:-_ - z%/
o e e i L s e /
Q){-: = P /;"'.-c /t-*ecz = ‘j‘/ ,._g,i.-' &gly/z .:“;:{r; Y {2:-
N IR M i S A g |
//::'4'/( CA Al raser (/kj A --d'(...-r:/ — D a.._.#:.___';z_
/ P ;/ B - S P ‘ﬂ::’r-'f-'_":;---_

z/-t/ flncffﬁ’ 4:"51”' {fg—-,.—.--{ o -:-a-/"
& ] J’f’z e r! - #..:_--1_!‘-_-__ e -L‘l:—-‘-__,- /.E...f_.‘ —-q.--l'""'—-

j’“{' NS s S s~ Wf ____.‘-’J/#’r-,é"é___f7\
€C = f“f&-"*’ e ol e !7: — /‘-*-: i ?WQV

Lol By Bkl S e —
i S ) __..{,_,,L;f{,,zﬂ zj_: >RSI .
e - e {z--c--'a(:, i~ };ﬁ-fé L
NG i e a0 D Q/ ‘e o € A
e i e £ 2 .,-,.-,.,‘ = G e S Gae s
AR A AP {égu ff_..:fa.e..-é
a_/ é7( df’ (?{ C;(’ o IR |
Z?’f——ﬁ,&_.ﬂz_ ; ¥ S Cﬁ‘; Léawivﬁl

J;/A:/Qc:f EE e ce. ZE—. e s .aé,-‘;,:‘

A ﬂf’/‘lﬂ .:1.__: }/i-{ i P h e

.




m— e T

-
a T

| g.fﬁ"ﬁ\_\_._/,“;,“ﬂfr D P, |
S LT T
3

P e A i
/.-f-« s ff‘-/:,("?' /// / Ft e AL Z? ]
i ,Ef“ mm +.z,—.t ,5.4/4&.-,4;__,]
oz - c_/:z. ﬂ-r,‘_,/f:t{/f = N
M f”“ b SRR A A B R
Gyﬂ"/{c:'cﬁ- o 7 L ,-:.1,-4-——/‘*“?— MW
/7,,“. cfz.zé;; ,n.,.f,-d’ i i e S

ﬁ#.__./ a2y (? . g”/f«- 1 J"'A"_’g(/ﬁa
A’{{’ /x«fJC e E R .rr/g/éa::_ |

//_ﬁﬁu& P R frw %éﬁﬂ( ot i
Gl el el cor v Hz%\

éA {//fz’a.//' EZ7 Fel .._-_,.!m/ 5?2’ / dk«—ﬁ

.!L-,/ { o A Lz [”Z
-3

//szix#« Fzoe / /ﬁz’zf = f%j:‘: o T—
//A/Iz,//r i ,_(-/{'/f..--’ 54&;«:—-;‘_

N

Fae e j‘fwt__1




Hd. Q Left Wing 120th O.V.l. on board
U.S.S. Key West afloat 220 miles below
Memphis Dec 23/62
My dear dear good wife & children!

I find that I have been 1 day late, consequently the
Sheet send to you this A_.M. was written on the 22nd & given to
the Chaplain to mail to day wether he had any mailing
opportunity or not I dont know.

Since | last closed that last Sheet nothing of any
importance has occurred, except the burning of 2 plantations
which 1s a daily occurrence. Whenever any boat is fired into
from Shore by Gurillas they land take what they find fit to
use and burn the nerghborhood. This 1s my Order “Should you
be fired into by any person on Shore, land, clean out all
opposition, take such property as you think of any value to
the Government of the U.S. and burn the neighboring houses,
barns &c.” Now this may be necessary and may be just but I
declare I can not see i1t, for instance many good and true
Union men may live along the River and some malicious
Guirillas happening to know of the Fleet coming may
congregate on this or that ones property & fire into the boat,
the man, the widow or the Orphans who may perchance live in
that neighborhood will have to suffer, while the guilty

Gurillas long before the boat lands will be safe out of reach



miles away on their Horses laughing at the mischief they have
done. Such is the justice of War and such may be necessary
but such would surely not be my mode of warfare, yet if 1 get
fired into | shall do as directed. But my opinion is that such
acts of violence 1n my humble opinion, have a great tendency
of demoralizing the Army and creating an ungovernable spirit
of violence, while on the other hand it scarcely if ever
strikes “the guilty”.

We are hailed by darkies i1n the most cheering spirit
and great manifestation ot joy the poor devils frequently by
signs gestures &c mmploringly ask to be taken out of
bondage that seems hard to see and not to comply, yet if all
the agitation had never been and those poor and
unfortunate men been leftt 1n therr once happy state of
carelessness their 1s no question but they would have been
more benefit to humanity in a socral, philanthropic &
humane Auspice but as it 1s, 1t seems hard to deny a
privilege to be free. Yet when on the other hand you see
thousands of the Contrabands pulled away in the same manner
from their masters, in a miserable and starving & filthy
condition then in a spirit of philantrophy you will say,
better be in slavery than such freedom as 1 can give you.

The noise on the dock & the shaking of the boat prevents

me allmost from writing and really 1 do not know wether you can



read i1t often. I have written 1 am very well and feel as hearty
and Cheerfull as need be. ITf I could only get a letter from you

asuring me of your wellfare I would feel as well as | ever dit.
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On the same, boat, wooding
At Millikens Landing
20 miles from Vicksburg on
Christmas Morning
My dear!

They say we have a few moments time to finish a letter
and mail it. I would say to you that I am getting better &
heartier every day, | never felt better. The weather 1is
splendit, 1 enclose you a Tlower plucked 1n the woods this
morning, every thing 1s growing nicely.

I was this morning shown the plan ot operation 1 will
give it to you iIn short. We are to land somewheres near the
Yazzoo River, reduce rort Hamnes mn the vyazzoo, Grant will
Jjoin us somewhere between the Yazzoo & black River. General
Banks will come up Ttrom New Orleans with his expedition and
Grant, Sherman, Banks & Admiral Porter with the Gunboats will
jointly opperate together.

I saw the maps & everything & think their can be no
doubt of success, 1t Is a gigantic movement & 1f only the
junctions are properly and successfully made, we must be
victorious. Dont say nothing about this. In 32 days I had one
letter from you. How do you think I am to stand 1t? Are you
all well?

I wish 1 knew it.



The weather i1s like June & July at home everything
growing delightfully.
Good Bye. God bless You and the Children and all the
friends.
Your true & loving,

Marcus
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Hd. Qrs. left Wing 120th O.V.Il.

Str. Key West No. 2 Dec 26/62

9 miles up Yazzoo River

Mis.

My dear dear Wife!
It is with much pleasure and gratification that 1 again sit
in my Cabin after a day of unusual Excitement and have the
pleasure of writing to you my love. This morning we left the
Mis. River right at the mouth ot the Yazzoo and slowly &
cautiously made our way up this River tor 9 miles We are now
I believe some 10 miles ftrom Vicksburg. 1o day after we
landed a small Rebel tTorce attempted to trouble us and we
were ordered out & 1T ever 1 fTelt proud in my life I do
this night. Everything turned out during the Excitement
just to please me. When 1 recerved the Order to get out the
Regt. & form a line-o-Battle right in front of a piece of
Woods where heavy firing was going on, | thought I would
let Col French who was quite unwell and 1n bed, have all
the rest I could and get the Regiment out before 1 would
call him.

Whille 1 told the Adjutant to have the Captains bring
out the Companies, 1 told Johny to bring Charley from the
boat and I wish you could have seen him come up the Bank

Snorting dancing & pawing a fair representative of a "War



Horse'™ and as soon as I had him out & got on him 1 felt
as easy and safe as 1 never dit before at times of
battle. By this time the Comp came & the Gunboats &
Batteries comenced playing furiously Infantry was going
It at a very rapid rate 1in front of us and the Boys came
out & formed like Veterans not a bit Excited Every man to
his place & perfectly cool. Well well the Rebels retired
and our Regt dit not get a shot, Enough 1s known to
Everybody that the 120th will do to bet on.

Col French i1s just what 1 Expected as cool where the
Bullets whistle as he 1s 1n a parlor he can not be scared
nor excited

But to morrow §s the great day, to morrow Vicksburg is
to be taken and we are to pertorm a great part 1 just saw
the plan.

Mi1s River

Vicksbg
Steele
4@§
Morgan >

Smith "
Smith
Ft. Haynes
Steele’s Divission is to march directly on Vicksburg, our

Divission to his imediate Right to engage the forces &



forts, Smiths to our Right, while A. J. Smiths as a fTaint
is to try and reduce Fort Haynes about 5 miles from here
on the Yazzoo River. The Original Plan was for us to wait
untill Banks comes from New Orleans & Grant from Grenada
[Mississippi], but Sherman wants the Glory alone, 1 hope
to God we may be successfull. Whatever my part may be 1 am
satisfied 1t will [be] performed that neither you nor any
of my Children will ever have to be ashamed off (it is to
hot 1n here to write) and I trust and pray to my heavenly
father that In his i1ntinite mercy he may grant me the
privilege in telling you ot this mmportant event for many
days & Years to cuie.

God bless you and the Children. Remember me to all the
friends and since to morrow bids Tair to be a bussy day let
me go to Bed have sweet dreams ot my dear once at home and 1
feel that all will be right with me, in fact I know i1t. Your
ever true & loving husband

Marcus
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