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Head Quarters 120th O.V.I. 

Millikens Bend La

March 18/63

My dear dear good Wife!

This I am satisfied is the longest interval of my 

writing to you since I am a Soldier and if you will only 

forgive me and listen to my excuse, I will agree never to do 

so again.

On the 27th [of February] I received a letter from you 

and Uncle Josey stating (dated the 17th) that Josey would start 

in a few days. I had then written you three long letters for 

three successive days and according to that letter I looked for 

Josey in a few days, waiting with patience. On the first [of 

March], I received orders to change my camp on account of 

being surrounded by water and when moved & fixed, I had two 

of the most severe boils coming on me that I have had for 

years, one awful one in front right on the abdoman & one on 

my seat, and for one whole week I was laid up, not even able 

to get off of my cot. They were so severe that they threw me 

into a fever; there I lay almost swearing & swetting with 

anxiety &  fever about Josey & just a day after my boils opened 

and I was able to go round, I received Orders to move my 

Regiment to this place called Millikens Bend, 15 miles above 

Youngs Point.
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The day before we moved the Regt was paid up to the last 

day of October but I dit not get any pay but we are promised to 

get paid off to the last of December and then I will get pay 

for three months. You can easy imagine that I dit not feel 

very gay when our Regt was paid and Joseph was not here. 

Well, we moved up here and every day dit I look for Jo & 

postponed writing to you inasmuch as I heard that Joseph was 

seen in Memphis. Finally on the 14th he arrived at Youngs Point 

and I had a Lieutenant stationed there for three days, 

examining boats that arrived. The Lieutenant brought him up on 

the first Dispatch & thank God I saw him and heard such loving 

news from you and the dear Children & Mother and all the 

friends. Night before last he opened; Yesterday and to day he 

had opened. In the two days he took in thirteen hundred 

Dollars in Cash and sold two hundred Dollars for Credit as 

good as cash in a few days. Such a rush you never saw. Three of 

my Lieutenants sold for him all day; the seven hands were as 

busy as they could be. At night they had to work opening and 

fixing up. Joseph & Sinsheimer & Jim dit not get their 

breakfast yesterday till three o’clock in the afternoon. I am 

in their tent all I can but you know of course it would not

do for me to sell anything; yet I think I am doing him a 

little good anyhow. He sold every Hat & every pair of Shoes 

he had and at a good profit. If he had known as much as he 
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knows now what was and brought down the Goods, he could have 

taken $1000 a day for the next two weeks. 

You have no Idea how popular he is already. Everybody 

likes him except the other Sutlers. 

 He has the Trade of four Regiments. In a few days he 

will go after a new Stock. Sinsheimer said to me to night 

“when one has such a Brother as an Officer with such a 

reputation, the Sutlership is a pleasure.” 

I am as happy as any Soldier in the Army can be. If the 

Boys only keep their health & have no bad luck, they cant 

help making lots of money and to me it is a great comfort 

to have Josey with me. I will now commence writing about 

other matters. Uncle Josey cant tell enough about the dear 

children, one and all of them and my little Hattie more 

especially, Mosey more particularly, Mosey [Lizzie?] more 

emphatically & Hamlin more specifically. He brings me 

gladdening tidings indeed. 

I must tell you now but you must not feel jealous that I 

had calls from 5 very nice Sesesh Ladies, and they were all 

very much taken with me. You may ask how comes that; well, 

while at Youngs Point my Regiment was the first Regt to the 

Picket lines and all who came inside the lines were conducted 

to my Head Qrs. Many Sesesh Ladies came inside the lines to 

see about their runaway Niggers; among them were 5 who came 

h me. I will now commence wr

cle Josey cant tell enough a

all of them and my little

ore particularly, Mosey 

more specifically.re specificall

e 

th me. I will now commence wri

ncle Josey cant tell enough ab

all of them and my little

ore particularly, Mosey 

more specifically.

pre 

oree calally

oseey

pecifi

f t yf them and my hf th d

nl eeyJosey cant tell enoco cant tellJ

y

osey cant tell eno

re

a

y as any Soldier in the Army 

heir health & have no bad lu

of money and to me it is a

th I ill i

dier

y no

my

e

f

os

pecifi

la

em and

ant te

f t

l Jo ley no

re pp

oree caally

oseey

Josos yeyy 

hff

cacan ounnol el 

d yy

elte

f money a d o me it is

ir heeaaltth & h ve no bad



just at dinner times which of course I invited and they 

accepted. Since then they send me nice bouquets &c. 

When we came up here we came within four miles of one, 

a Widow Lady Mrs. Nutt. As soon as she heard it, she came & 

give a pressing invitation for me to come and see her. A 

few days ago I took the Quarter Master with me and went out 

& we were princely entertained. She has 3 grown daughters, is 

very aristocratic & lives in a very aristocratic Style. Since 

then she send me a very nice lot of Sausage, three large 

Rolls of Butter and a lot of Peaches and better than all a 

nice fresh Cow and Calf, all with her compliments. What do you 

think now? Aint your old man popular with the Ladies? And 

dont you suppose I enjoy my glass fresh milk and Bread just 

about right?

It is now 11 o’clock and at 7 to morrow I have battalion 

Drill & having been up last night late to help Josey, I must 

close.

Will write now often again and give you all the news. 

Josey intents starting up the River in a few days. Dont forget 

the picture.

Ever ever your true & loving husband

Marcus 
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Hd qrs 120th O.V.I. 

Millikens Bend La

M[ar]ch 18/63

My dear Wife

I have written to you last evening and have nothing new 

to say, only that this is a very hot day; the weather here is 

awful hot of late.

I had a very good Battalion Drill this morning; the Boys 

begin to feel young again.

Sinsheimer [it] seems can not stand the hart work as 

well as Josey; he was nearly worn out last night. I left him 

sleep in my bed; he is very lame this morning. I think that he 

will probably start North to morrow for new Goods instead of 

Josey.

I have nothing new this morning. Capt Eason & Capt 

Emmerich who have resigned on a/c of ill health, they are 

both very warm friends of mine and I am satisfied that they 

will do me honor wherever they go.

 I am fearful my friend Capt Conyer is dead before this. 

He was on a hospital Boat and last Evening I heard he was 

dying. I am very sorry I could not have seen him; he wanted 

to see me very bad. Poor man, how I pity his good Wife and 5 

handsome and good children. I wanted him to resign a good 

while ago but he would not do it.
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This morning I send recommendations for 16 Sergeants to 

be commissioned Officers in my Regiment. Among them I 

recommended my friends Sergt Major Sherman and Ben Jones as 

first Lieutenants. If I get them all commissioned, I will 

have as good a set of Line Officers as are in the field. I 

recommend the Major to be Lieut Col & the Adjutand to be 

Major and that Lieutenant Taylor that was so clever to you at 

Orrville as Adjutand, so you see I remember your friends. As 

soon as I get my Commission as Colonel I will inform you, 

though I get all my O.B. [Official Business] from the 

different Hd. qrs addressed to me as Col Spiegel.

The men are leaving.

Good bye  

ever your  

Marcus
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A Voice from the Grave 
Simon Wolf Submits Letter ·Written by Colonel Spiqel 

Patriothm of the Jew 

, w ... aulS0TON, D. c .. Augual 10th, 11108. wblc:b placed me ID th• colllJD&llj of 
Tu ou, Edilor o ·nu, JJ ' ri&h Ne-. Dearly 100. u 1:ood a Mt of meo u ••er 

l ID looklDI over my papera I touod lived. wboae very llf• ud c:area.- are 
· amooa otbera, a lettl'r from M&rcua M. • freely c1vu to pleue uad obe7 me. ·Thia _) 
S11le1el, 'A'bo at the lime or lbe wr1tlo1 m•Y_. aeem llke boulloc. but J:'OU Julow 
or tbf' )(.'!ter 'IUIII c-olonel of the 120th rue •Dd I can talk plalD to )'OU. 

0 
'

. 1 d ,. 1 lbe camn•r- Havln&: the <:onftdcnc1 alld love of mJ I hlo O un\een; . au W uO D ..- .- 1 :·• 

al.lout ,,.·bkb he ,.1, ... i- .. to be at ha.Dd,: olkera and men and the reapect ud 1oo4 
, lo,;t bla life. a mart~ r to thti UnloD cauae. will of m)· supnlor omcera, &Dd bellll. 
The letter 11pealu ror Itself, full or that enca1ed In the iioble cauae or uvua1 UM! 
eutbualum &Dd tearll'liliDe&a wblcb char• 1l9rloua land of my adoptloD trom tu . 
acterlae . t.be m&11 and the aoldler; aod •Ile uplratioDa of trait.on ud wol'll9 

thu t~t; aiu, •. bo141Q' -u · Ju11u,t1,LW,_ :h~ ...... b• .. b, •. . :-nib e l>,lhltt ltimd e, •• weJIU l,poajuu., whai mor. ., dear frlud, 
.-ke vlcu urc, e prop ea e accurat J . Id 

1 1 ? 1 th d 1 b b th S 4 1 r.ou c,ea re • ere a prou er ~p,q_ 
tor t ,_ moot • after, e Lare an j that I iDtrht lea•e Dl7 chlldrQ. . tu.a 
Strlpea did ftoat over the b&tUemenu o( ba .1 .....,., faithf I ldl lA tu 
\'lckabu,a. • I l Ill ..-- a ll IIO er 

• army ol-ftb• UDIOD. Yet J wlah thla ... ., 
'-,. I deem lt a ,~eat JegacJ to trait&mlt were o•61'. au4,.t could nt.lre to ID7 • 
!'to future 1eneraUoua the f .. Unp that loved tawillr &tad ·quiet home. but at tu 
' actuated all American citiHD of Jewlab . l&IM lice much u I deal re tbla, I do 
taltb, wbo left bl• dear onu at the ,call Dot wut the war to clou unlJJ Uif 
of bla countrJ, &ll~ died in defenae of It. aupremaey of our good coveroment la 
:t.laoy of the relallvea of Col. Spiegel, fuJIJ establlabed, tbe Union 'preNrYed, 

aou,.bly (of them) hla brother Joseph, and the rebel• made to ackoowledie Ula& t' . 
reside■ In Chicago, and will DO doubt be ~-• have a noble and mapUlcent roverDo . 
pleaHd to hear thla voice f rom the meat to live uDder lA peace,· but too 
srave. PoWvflll to rebel &ealD.at; Deitber do I · · 

Tb• O.-der of B'nal B'.-lth, wlalab etanca want to; laMI' . of peace uatll thON wlao ~ 
"for all t.bat mean■ patrlotlam. C&D do DO b&n IIO I mallctoualy attacked the Btara. , · 
· better work thu to eDdol'N the loft)' . ut atrfpee, tlrat declan their wllUsaa,, • · , 
: and loyal aentlmente of the writer. .And Del■ i.. NU'ace their etepe, lay dow~ • I , 
the youoc men in Amerlcaa larael ousht U•etr ..,.._ acluaowJedp tbe elU)telDAGf' ,· I . 

' to be 1Um11lated to the .hlpen de,ree of '11• SoY8"1Dl•Dt. ,. ' ' ; 
by kDOWllll that one of their OWD ~ ;J'" uow lllldoubtedlJ th&& m, ,.... -~, , 
rellslonlata Ja lnacrl~d on th• deatbleu meat -,,u both In the battle of VlaU- ·• I 

··rou ., fame, ID all.I of th• pnee"atlOA J,ur1, a.Del at ArlUUlllU Poat. &D4 .. . • 
and perpetuatiOA of American ID■tltll" q~&ed .ltaelf with honor ID either, la · \ 
UoDa. ~ JaUer we are hlchJ1 compllmeatell 

1 

Ver, alAcere&,, 1117 a_.. KcOlemud bJ maklns Ule . 
81,110. WOLi', c11arp • Ua• l'ort. ud tint p~ 

l1f!'n4quar!WII -120th o. v. a.. Camp Ule-P'• U4 8Lrl»ea on the rebel =~" j 
. McOlemud, Mllllkcna Belld. ...-t. 

• .Marcil zo, 1161. 'I'll• oClaen of the r•lmeDt bave f• 
My Dear Coullo Slmoa: warded a peUUon to th• Gonrnor oC 
· I baH Ju1t returned from a •VJ p1-. OIi.io. IO Ila•• me promot.ecl Coloael, 
&Dt batalllon drlll ID wblcb I put my whlcll wu endor1ed Ill the moat com­
reclmellt throuch the dltrernt evolu· pllmuiar, 'term• bJ Brl1. Gell. Vaa 
tloo1 of the fteld and having opeoed my Oner and Oaterbouae, and bJ MaJ. Gu. 

. teDt lA order to 1 lve the WlDd IUl op- McClem.aad. ·wblcb, If )'OU eHI' come to 
portunlty to cool my little. home and Columbu, I want you to -· I koow 
mike tbe oppreulve beat more conseDlal, It wW do ,Jou 1ood, It Ja Dot every da, 
I rouclude to do what 1 sbould have done ollcenl set aucb recommendatloA.L We 
lonr aco, wrtte to one or. my bNt friend■. ei.pect acUn operatlona aooo, •• are DOW 

A week aeo I received a letlu' from ordered to keep ouraelv• lA readlneu to 
our mutual friend, 1'1oi,ea, with your ad• march at a momenta oollce, I tblllk It 
dreu. Since Uiat Ume I have been want· n,eana up to Yuoo. The health ud aplrt& 
Ins: to v.-rlte datl;r. · or the troope are dally lmpro't'IDC, the1 

You ue I am atlll a soldier and I mu1t be,t!D to 11how &IJUS of easerneu for 
&a)' I like mJ proteulou. It It were Dot another cbaoce at old Vlck1bur1, the 
ror w1 dear little famlly 1 abould not ull nut Ume we will take IL 
•nr a nicer or more ai;ree&ble altuatlon ; Very 1l~e)J, 
and .,.-by not! tJy colonel bu rul1:11ed M. K. S,,uoa., 
a mouth, and tpr1 more than two mon thl U . Col. lZ0th Ohio. 
prior to bla realgbatlnn be wu unable, 901 Dl't'. 11th Army Cori,a, Dept. of Tenn .. 
rroau alckuf:11&, r , t,u .uaud the regimeDt, befON Vlckal?urg. 
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A Voice from the Grave 

Simon Wolf Submits Letter Written by Colonel Spiegel 

Patriotism of the Jew 

Washington. D. C., August 10th, 1908. 

To the Editor B’nai B’rith News. 

In looking over my papers I found among others, a letter 

from Marcus M. Spiegel, who at the time of the writing of the 

letter was colonel of the 120th Ohio Volunteers, and who in the 

campaign about which he speaks to be at hand, lost his life, a 

martyr to the Union cause. The letter speaks for itself, full of 

that enthusiasm and fearlessness which characterize the man and 

the soldier; and when he says, “The next time, we will take 

Vicksburg,” he prophesied accurately, for three months after, 

the Stars and stripes did float over the battlements of 

Vicksburg. 

 I deem it a great legacy to transmit to future generations 

the feelings that actuated an American citizen of Jewish faith, 

who left his dear ones at the call of his country, and died in 

defense of it. Many of the relatives of Col. Spiegel, notably 

(of them) his brother Joseph, resides in Chicago, and will no 

doubt be pleased to hear this voice from the grave. 
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 The Order of B’nai B’rith, which stands for all that means 

patriotism, can do no better work than to endorse the lofty and 

loyal sentiments of the writer. And the young men in American 

Israel ought to be stimulated to the highest degree by knowing 

that one of their own coreligionists is inscribed on the 

deathless roll of fame, in aid of the preservation and 

perpetuation of American institutions. 

Very Sincerely, 

Simon Wolf 

Headquarters 120th O. V. S., Camp 

 McClemand, Millikens Bend 

March 20, 1863. 

My Dear Cousin Simon: 

 I have just returned from a very pleasant batallion drill 

in which I put my regiment through the different evolutions of 

the field and having opened my tent in order to give the wind an 

opportunity to cool my little home and make the oppressive heat 

more congenial, I concluded to do what I should have done long 

ago, write to one of my best friends. 
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A week ago I received a letter from our mutual friends, 

Moses, with your address. Since that time I have been wanting to 

write daily. 

You see I am still a soldier and I must say I like my 

profession. If it were not for my dear little family I should 

not ask for a nicer or more agreeable situation; and why not? My 

colonel has resigned a month, and for more than two months prior 

to his resignation he was unable, from sickness, to command the 

regiment, which placed me in the command of nearly 900, as good 

a set of men as ever lived, whose very life and cares are freely 

given to please and obey me. This may seem like boasting, but 

you know me and I can talk plain to you. 

Having the confidence and love of my officers and men and 

the respect and good will of my superior officers, and being 

engaged in the noble cause of saving the glorious land of my 

adoption from the vile aspirations of traitors and worse than 

that; and holding an honorable position, what more my dear 

friend, could I desire? Is there a prouder legacy that I might 

leave my children, than having been a faithful soldier in the 

army of the Union. Yet I wish this was were over, and I could 

retire to my beloved family and quiet home, but at the same time 

much as I desire this, I do not want the war to close until the 

supremacy of  our good government is fully established, the  
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Union preserved, and the rebels made to acknowledge that we have 

a noble and magnificent government to live under in peace, but 

too powerful to rebel against; neither do I want to hear of 

peace until those who have so maliciously attacked the Stars and 

Stripes, first declare their willingness to retrace their steps, 

lay down their arms, acknowledge the supremacy of the 

government. 

You know undoubtedly that my regiment was both in the 

battle of Vicksburg, and at Arkansas Post, and acquitted itself 

with honor in either, in the latter we are highly complimented 

by Gen McClemand by making the charge on the Fort, and first 

planting the Stars and Stripes on the rebel battlement. 

The officers of the regiment have forwarded a petition to 

the Governor of Ohio, to have me promoted Colonel, which was 

endorsed in the most complimentary terms by Brig. Gen. Van Dever 

and Osterhouse, and by Maj. Gen. McClemand, which, if you ever 

come to Columbus, I want you to see. I know it will do you good, 

it is not every day officers get such recommendations. We expect 

active operations soon, we are now ordered to keep ourselves in 

readiness to march at a moments notice, I think it means up to 

Yazoo. The health and spirit of the troops are daily improving, 

they begin to show signs of eagerness for another chance at old 

Vicksburg, the next time we will take it. 
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Very Sincerely, 

M. M. Spiegel, 

Lt. Col. 120th Ohio. 

9th Div. 18th Army Corps, Dept. of Tenn., before Vicksburg. 



















Hd qrs 120th O.V.I.  

Millikens Bend March 22/63

My dear dear good Wife!

One year ago to day about this time (4 P.M.) as we were 

fixing for Dress Parade and just when the boys brot a good 

Soup, we were ordered to report South of Winchester to Genl. 

Shields on the field. Well do I remember how much I deplored, 

when we had [to] go on double quick through the mud knee 

deep, the loss of my soup; well do I remember the first 

shell that whizzed through my company in the Rear of 

that little Ladyboy Corporal LeRoy Osborn; well do I 

remember the consternation depicted on his countenance, 

as though it were but an hour ago. The anxiety I felt 

in deploying my company as skirmishers for the first 

time under fire, is still vividly and lively before me.

That night, the getting up next morning, the

commencement of the serenading in the morning by the 

heavy artillery is all plain to me and the events of the 

day; it seems to me as though it were but shortly and 

that I could yet hear the whizz of that Shell that took 

off the head of the Cannonier to my right, but the time 

from noon till night is still to me as it allways was a 

terrible dream, every part of which I knew after I 

awoke.
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The loss I sustained of my noble Company, the gallant 

boys that fell by my side are still as then warmly 

lamented & ever will be cherished green in my memory 

untill life ceases.

Since that time my love, I have seen and learned 

much. I have seen men dying of disease & mangled by the 

weapons of death; I have seen them wounded & seen their 

wounds being dressed, limbs amputated and bullets 

extracted. I have seen and experienced hunger, 

hardships and privations; I have with delight and honor 

welcomed the deafening roar of the Cannons by Land and 

Water as a signal of the commencement of hostilities. I 

have witnessed hostile Armies arraigned again each 

other, the charge of Infantry at the death-outpouring 

Artillery, the Bayonet charge and repel, Cavelery 

hunting men down like beasts, forts fall and towns 

refuse. The ferociousness of Gunboats and the sturdy 

resistance of Forts I have learned to see all of it 

cooly and with ready presence of mind and yet through 

all this the Grand Architeckt of the Universe has 

preserved me, the good father and God of Israel has 

favored me with his gracious kindness of being a loving 

husband to a good wife and a kind father to my beloved 

children and a trusty Son & Brother to the best mother 
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and kindest of Sisters & Brothers and an appreciative 

recipient of the many acts of kindness by my host of truest 

of friends. Have we, my dear, not all reasons to be ever 

thankful to that allwise and kind providence.

While seeing all this I have been steadily gaining in 

friends, influence and position. Thank God I can leave my 

children a legacy which will inspire them to hold up their 

heads & walk uprightly through the world and that is “a 

reputation as a Soldier and Patriot”. I have always done my 

duty and if God spares my health I allways will and I know my 

love you will feel satisfied with me. It is only within the 

last day or two that I have an opportunity to get any chances 

to talk to Josey about you and I must confess the news he 

brings from all of you is such as will only inspire the heart 

of a Soldier to good. He tells me you look as well and hearty 

as you dit 10 years ago and says that you are in good 

Spirits, thank God for that. I was afeard you would trouble 

yourself about me so much as to leave symptoms on your 

countenance or your lovely features but he assures me that you 

indeed look well and hearty and pretty. Hamlin, my dear Son, 

Uncle Josey tells me that you are a fine and good boy, that 

you behave yourself like a young Gentleman. My dear Son, if 

you would only know how good it makes me feel to hear such 

good news from you, you would be the best boy in the world.
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Now I will tell you some good news; this afternoon I got a 

nice little bay pony mare for you. She is a very smart 

little pony mare; she has a nice little white spot on her 

forehead and very nice little legs. I think she will have a 

little new Colty in the Spring; if so you must give the 

little Colty to your little Brother Mosey. I am not sure 

whether she will have a Colt but she looks very much like it, 

and everybody says so. Sam [?] French brought the pony from the 

Country for you and Tom Orr gave me a nice little Saddle for 

you, one that he captured at Arkansas Post. I send out 

Skouting Parties twice before, to bring in a Pony for you but 

they failed; now I got it, but you must give it a name. When 

I come home in May I will bring it; what shall I call it?

Now my dear Lizzy, Uncle Josey also tells me very good

news of you. He says that you are a regular little Lady and 

behave very well, that you are growing fine and doing well; 

that is right my dear. Of course you know that I will bring 

you something handsome when I come home; be a good child and 

mind your ma and all will be right. - My dear Mosey, Uncle 

Josey says that you are a very good boy and that you look so 

well and like a little man in your pantys; you must be pa’s 

good sonny so that pa can put you on the little pony and kiss 

you; you are pa’s good sonny. My dear little Hattie, I would 

very much like to see her indeed; she must be a sweet one 
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from the picture Josey gives of her. Oh how much I long to 

see them all.

I think now I have treated on all the subjects as to the 

family and now I must talk about business. In the first 

place I would like to have you return to Millersburg after 

Pesach Passover] by way of Lima[ville] and Uniontown, enjoy 

yourself and see your friends with the whole Mishpacha 

[clan]. I will send you money as soon as we get our pay which 

I think will be shortly. I do not exactly know when Pesach is 

but expect to find out. I have sent home a double Barrel Shot 

Gun for Hamlin and a marble slab for a nice little stand 

which some of the boys gave me; the Shotgun I sent to Cohn 

and the Marble in Care of Rex of Wooster. The marble is not 

of so much intrinsic value as it is for a relic; I will have 

a little stand made for it.

I intend to go home in May and stay 30 days, providing 

there are no active operations going on here and I can get 

away. I think I can for I have a great many friends above but 

to day I lost one of my best friends. Lt Col Schwarz, 

Inspector General and Chief of Staff, had to go home on 

account of his wounds; they were healed up but commenced 

putrification on the bone and he had to go home and 

have it opened again. He was a warm friend of mine and 

of great Influence, but still I still got General 
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Osterhaus and he is a warm friend of mine indeed. I was 

invited to dinner at his place yesterday and I tell you 

we had a fine German Dinner indeed. As to other business 

I can only say to you that if God spares my health I 

intend to stay in the Army until the Rebs are brought to 

terms; I am as good a democrat as ever I was, but no 

peace Democrat.

When I see you in May, I will [translated from 

German]: “open up my heart” to you. Good night, God 

bless and preserve you.

Ever your true & loving

Marcus

wil
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Please hand the enclosed to Guttman in his house not in his 

office 

        Every your 

          M 

Hd Qrs 120th O.V.I. Millikens Bend La.

March 24/63

My dear good wife!

I have only yesterday mailed a great big long letter 

for you, Michael and one in German for mother; yet as 

some of the boys who are discharged are going home, I 

thought [I] would send a short letter to you & perhaps if 

they would mail it at Cairo it might reach you in advance 

of the one sent yesterday by mail. 

Yesterday I received your very kind letter of the 

14th in which you in consequence of A. Ruhman’s not coming 

to see you, I could see a little of the “blues” sticking 

out, but what of that? I am satisfied to receive one or two 

letters from you every month in which you have a little the 

blues and urge me to “resign”; that is quite natural and then 

it shows me that you have not changed any, that you are the 

same plain & honest woman, “as you feel so you say.” 

Then I know that on the other hand that when you think 

that I am hale and hearty and just in the act of rising by 

staying in the Army, while coming home without an earthly 

it at Cairo it might reach y

yesterday by mail.
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excuse for forsaking my post in the face of the enemy would 

be disgrace, I know then by thinking over it you come to the 

conclusion, I want him whole, I want him honorable, I want 

him so that his children, I, or him can readily answer when 

asked, how long dit your father or husband stay in the Army 

“Untill his country had no further use for his services,” or 

Untill he had performed his whole duty. 

What could I say now? Nothing that would clear me from 

a stain! 

Should Governor Tod refuse to commission me or should I 

receive any indignity from any other source or should my 

health demand it, or the condition of my family imperatively 

demand it, then I would leave the service at once. But while 

I am honored & fairly used from everybody, in the best of 

health thank God, my dear little ones in charge of the best 

woman in the world, and in face of an enemy, I can not nor 

would you have me resign. 

 I sent you $50 a few days ago; as soon as we get paid 

will send the balance. It may be that I will get 5 months pay 

in a few days. The pay of a Lt Col is 167 Dollars per month, 

the pay of Col is 193 Dollars per month and forage for three 

horses. My expense now is not over twenty Dollars per month; 

while in the field expenses are small, while in a City they 

are large. You need have no fears as to the Government going 
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Bankrupt; she will pay and her pay will pay debts.

How would you like to buy the lot next to our House where 

Atkins now lives. This Idea has been so prominent in my mind 

within the last three months that I could scarcely get it away 

for an hour. I think it would make us a magnificent home. What 

do you think? I will try and get a leave of Absence in May to 

come home for thirty days and if we are not in active 

engagements, I think I will have no trouble in getting it; 

Osterhaus will help me and then wont you be glad with me 

because I have to go again? I think you will a little.

Josey is doing very nice trade, though for two days it 

rained incessantly and he is out of a great many things, yet he 

still takes in from 150 to 200 Dollars Cash per day. He is 

looking for Sinsheimer. He will be in Chicago before you go home 

and then he will tell you everything. I have no particular plan 

for the future, anymore than to live for you, my love and the 

children only, to live so as to make you happy and be a good 

boy.

God will not, I feel it, forsake us, for He has ever been 

kind and gracious to us.

In Abraham Ruhman I am disappointed. I thought him more of 

a man, but you know I never feel troubled over people's 

ingratitude. I got him discharged, without examination or 

anything; he never knew anything of it untill I handed him his 
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Papers; he is very ungratified. 

 The little drummer boy is still under my care & doing 

well; his father came here to take him home but he would not go. 

Many of the Ohio folks come here after bodies of the deceased 

Soldiers and looking after the sick; they bring plenty of fruit 

& every thing else. Yesterday I was presented with 16 cans of 

all kind of fruit, a lot of Apple butter, Peaches dried, onions 

& everything else. Whenever the boys get anything from home they 

bring me in a good share. We have now a Chicken coop right by my 

tent with 20 chickens in; in day time I let them out. They lay 

eggs enough for Custard and pumpkin pies which our Cook backes & 

with our two Milch Cows we live as good as any family in Ohio. I 

never lived as well and half as cheap in camp; they (boys) never 

disturb the Chickens or Cows since they belong to me. My love to 

the children, Mother, Mich, Sarah, Elizabeth, oncle Gumpel & 

all.

Ever your true & loving

Marcus
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