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PREFACE.

The history of a people who saw the rise and decline of all
the empires of antiquity, and still stands unmoved and
unchanged among the nationé, must be interesting to every
friend of historical truth, and welcome to every inquiring
mind. It teaches a grand lesson of the course of Providence,
and directs the mind-to an imperceptible power which governs
the destinies of nations. - '

Such a nation is Israel only. It has seen Assyria, Babylo-
nia and Persia in the days of their pride and of their downfall.
It witnessed the advent, conquests, and death of Alexander.
It saw Egypt and Syria play their parts on the stage of his-
tory, to be finally obliterated from the nomenclature of nations.
1t saw Sparta and Athens flourish and wither; saw Tyre and
Zidon, Carthage and Alexandria, send their fleets to the most
distant. habitations of mankind, and it saw them shrink to
insignificance. It was a civilized nation when Romulus marked
the spot where afterwards proud Rome should sit upog%ﬁer seven o
hills, the queen of the world. It witnessed the rise, decline,
and overthrow of gigantic Rome. The nations of antiquity
rolled away in the current of ages, Israel alome remained an
indestructible, edifice of gray antiquity, inseribed with the
enigmatical characters of the distant history of primitive ages,

and preserved by an internal and marvelous power. It saw the
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barbarous nations pour their unnumbered hosts into the Roman
empire, and made its home on the Thames, the Seine, the Ebro,
the ]?o, and the Danube. Tt flourished with the Saracens, and
suffered in the obscure and fanatical days of the Middle Ages.
It saluted joyously the dawning light of scienee, art, civilization
and justice, and cheered vehemently the birth of liberty and
independence in America, and the resurrection of the European
nations. The history of this nation is an important chapter
of universal history, and as such alone it deserves eareful
examination by the critical inquirer no less than by the general
reader.

The mode of existence of this nation is yet more wonderful
than its duration, Thirty-three centuries ago this people,
descending from a pastoral family, and doomed to oppression and
slavery in Egypt, first, of all nations on earth, demanded and
obtained liberty and independence. Traversing the pathless
desert, Moses, the grandest character of antiquity, not only
taught the purest doctrines of religion and morals in the midst
of an'age of idolatry, superstition, and general corruption of
morals; but he also promulgated the unsophisticated principles
of democratic liberty and of stern just;ice in an age of general
despotism and arbitrary rule; thus becoming the progenitor of
entirely new theories which revolutionized the ancient world,
and lay at the foundation of modern civilization. Moses formed
one pole and the American revolution the other, of an axis
around which revolved the political history of thirty-three centun-
ries. Trained in these principles, the Israelites took possession
of their land, where they were obliged to contend with as many

enemies as there were nations around them. Still, after four
centuries, we see them triumph over all their enemies, and
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David and Solomon the lords of the land from the Euphrates
to the Red Sea and to the Mediterranean. Industry, commerce,
art and science, ﬂourished, and the nation®was opulent,
enlightened and free, Divided into two hostile kingdoms they
successfully opposed for one century the united{armies of
Syria, and again they rose to their former splendor; the
Solomionian empire was restored under Jerobeam II and
Uwziah, The Assyrian giant swallowed all Syria, and even
succeeded in razing the walls of Samaria; but after a des-
perate struggle of nearly thirty years, he lay slain on the
mountains and plains of Judah, and once more this nation
enjoyed the privileges of a liberal government, an extended
commerce, and became an enlightened community, The unfor-
tunate contest between Xgypt and Babylonia brought the
Israelites hetween two collossal empires, to neither of which '
it could offer an effectual resistance; and after resorting to the
most desperate means to maintain its independenee, it fell
heroically, crushed under the immense weight of Babylonia,
and after a: national existence of nearly nine centuries:
Babylonia fell, Persia rose, and after fifty years of non-exists
ence, Israel emerged again fromithe nations, and returned to
the beloved mountains of its dear home. The trumpet of the
angel of resurrection resounded in Judah, cities and temple
rose from their ruins as the Phoenix from the ashes, under the
protection of Persia, on which it nominally depended; new
elements for future greatness were prepared, and it waited
patiently for an opportunity to gain its independence. But
there came Alexander, who brought to-an end the degenerated
Persian empire, and Palestine became the apple of contention

between Egypt and Syria. Being frequently the theatre of war
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between those two powers, and constantly changing masters,
the land became impoverished. This state of things produced in
the nation two violent parties, the national and the helenistic,
disuniting and enfeebling the people; so that no rational hope
could be euntertained, that this nation would ever gain its
independence. But when the oppression of Antiochus
. Epiphanes had become insufferable, when that king attempted
to Grecianize the Israelites, which would have blotted them
out from the list of nations, the lion of Judah started from
his slumber and Syria trembled as he awoke. The grey-
headed Matathia, the progenitor of the Hasmonean dynasty,
unfurled the standard of insurrection. The nation revived,
the patriots flocked to the glorious banner of liberty and inde-
fendence, the disciplined armies of Syria fell under the blows of
‘the inspired champions, and the Israelitish nation was born
again. Matathia died, his brave sons continued the struggle
successfully; Israel was independent, and once more it rose to
the zenith of national glory., Rome had become.the queen of
Europe, of northern Africa and western Asia. The nations
bowed down respectfully to the Roman eagle. The languages,
laws, religions and customs of the na,tions/ rapidly disappeared
giving way to those of Rome. Israel fought nearly iwo centu-
ries against her gigantic power. It was plundered of its
wealth, deprived of its independence, its cities were deso-
lated and ruined, the country devastated, its sons and
daughters sold into perpetual slavery, its champions were
slain, terror and consternation were spread over the land;
still it fought. Jerusalem and the temple were destroyed, bury-
ing under their ruins thousands of the noblest champions; the
land was depopulated and poor; oppression, dismay and famine



PREFACE, vii

were arrayed again%t that people; still it fought, Only after
Roman legions were brought from as far as Britannia, after
cruelty, treachery and the most abominable inhumanity were
leagued against Israel, and after it was betrayed by its friends
and saw its champions slain everywhere, it fell; it was crushed
but not annihilated. Since then, Israel is scattered among all
nations on the earth. It went through all phases of civiliza-
tion, taking an active part in the development of mankind,
through all scenes of ha}ipiness and adversity, and through all
the revolutions of ages. It flourished when befriended by
others, but it was not crushed by the numerous and violent
persecutions to which it was exposed. Neither misery and

death, nor promises and arguments were successfully employed

in blending them with the generality in religious views, or in
depriving them of that native buoyancy which held them erect
in the storms of ages, and went with them from land to land.
They have maintained their language, literature, religion,
traditions and customs, and in a great measure also their
national peculiarities and moral character during eighteen
centuries of dispersion and successive miseries, but seldom
interrupted by the sunshine of happiness. Is it not a noble
and instructive lesson to explore and to comprehend the causes
of this unparalleled union, this infinite perseverance, this
unshaken confidence and self-denial, indicated in the struggles
against overwhelming forces, and this heroic defiance against
the omnipotence of fate? This important problem, however
frequentl'y proposed, was never solved; nor can it ever be
solved without an intimate knowledge of the history of the.
Israelitish Nation.

Here the theologian will remark, that this nation was spared

A
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by the special grace of Providence, to promulgate the truth,
revealed on Mount Sinai, and the Christian theologian will add,
and to testify to the truth of the Gospel. But without enter-
ing into those differences it must be remarked, that Providence
makes use of certain intellectual means to produce effects;
and the means by which those extraordinary effects were pro-
duced must be very interesting indeed; worthy of being
correctly known and studied. But those means can not be
guessed at by the pleasing poet or ingenious preacher, nor can
they be produced by the most profound metaphysical specula-
tions. They are stored up in the arsenal of history; there is
the right place to seek for them; there they must be found.

Besides this political history, the Israelitish nation can show
to the world a history of literature which begins with Moses
(1485 1. ¢.), and passing through all the centuries and phases
of learning and civilization it reaches up to our days, repre-
senting all phases of humanity and all directions of the mind
during thirty-three centuries. Its inspired bards touched the
secret chords of the heart before Orpheus and Homer tuned
the Grecian lyre. Its prophetic orators charmed the minds of
millions with their fresh current of bold elocution before De-
mosthenes and Cicero spoke to the multitudes of Athens and
Rome, Its law-giver stands unrivalled in history, and its
philosophers are the first on record.

The national literati of Israel were not diminished by the
conclusion of the Biblical canon, nor did this alter the ingenuity
and productiveness of the mind. Hebrew poets sung in the
language of Isaiah in every century, so that also in our days
Hebrew poets abound, such as M. Leteris, Luzzatto, Rapeport,

Stern, and_others, and the last century produced some of the
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aweetest singers of Israel.  Besides those poets who wrote in
the Hebrew tongue, this nation has produced numerous bards
who Wrcu/te in the different languages of the nations among
whom they lived, In all parts of the world. A collection of
the poetical productions in Hebrew and other languages com-
posed by Israclites would be much larger than the poetical
productions of any other nation. The same assertion would
be correct in regard to musical compositions, The Israelitish
literati have been no less active upon the field of philosophy
and theology during all the time after Philo and Josephus.
Although but few of those men are known to the world at
large, such as Philo, Saadiag, Jehudah Halewi, Abn Ezra,
Maimonides, Nachmoides, Don ‘Abarbanel, De Rossi, Menassah
ben Israel, Del Medigo, Spinoza, Mendelssohn, Maimon, and
others, still these few names are sufficient to convince the
reader, that Israel bad prominent philosophers in every age.
1t would be superfluous to remark here, that the Israelites had
numerous authors in all branches of orientsl philology, biblic-
graphy, lexicography, and exegesis, as this was the field almost
peculiar to that nation up to the eighteenth century. The
reformation of Doctor Martin Luther and others would not
have occurred if the Israclites had not previously investigated
all branches of biblical criticism, and directed the mind
of the learned 1o a concepiion of revealed religion altogether
different from the one adopted and advocated in Rome.

The principal bulk of the literature of this nation belongs
to the branch of jurisprudence. Religion, law, justice, and
righteousness, were synouyms, and so blended. that it became
one sacred slement, which claimed the attention of the learned

Israelites from time immemorial to our own days. Three-
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fourths of the vast and unexplored field of rabbinica] literature
is ococupied by jurisprudence, and there are indeed but few
questions in that science, the international law excepted,
which were not discussed by some of the rabbins with that
hair-splitting sagacity which is characteristic of Tsraelitish
sages. The laws of Moses precoeded those of Lycurgus, Draco,
and Solon. The expounders of that law had produced a code
of laws, the Mishna, previous to Theodosius and Justinius, and
long before the common law was known.. The Israelites
studied law before the migration of nations and during the
middle ages, and they have never yet abandoned that study.
Interesting to the student is the sirange similarity between the
gomimon and the rabbinical law, which correspond almost pre-
cizely in prineiples and practice, '

The attention of the learned was called to that wvast litera-
ture in the seventeenth century by the two Buxtorfs, father
and son, Plantavitiug and Gaffarelli; in the eighteenth cen-
tury by Hyde, Le Long, Montfaucon, Hackspan, Shickard,
Hody, Richard Simon, Bartolocei, Wolf, Lightfoot, Reland,
and a host of others; in the nineteenth century this field has
been accupied almost exelusively by Israelites, such as Buchner,
Luzzatto, Reggio; Rapaport, Zunz, Frankel, Geiger, Fuerst-
enthal, Fuerst, Krochmal, Dukes, Cassel, Carmoli, Kirchheim,
Landshut, Lebrecht, Steinschnelder, and others.

Finally, if we -direct our attention to the history of com-
merce, we meel again with the Israelite playing there also a
prominent part. The ancient Israelites, during and after the days
of Solomon, actively were engaged in transmarine trade, sending
their ships to Tarshish and Ophir. They were important i
this respect in Alexandria, in Babel, in Rome, and afterwa.
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in the Italian cities, no less than in the Netherlands, They
were the bankers and merchants of the known world during the
middle ages, connecting by their industry the cities of the east-
ern continent. They were forced away from every kind of ocgu-
pation, they were prohibited from owning real estate, and from
residing in certain cities, and restricted to certain streets of
other cities; they were forced to pay heavy taxes; were frequent-
ly robbed of all their mouey and property. Still they flourished,
were rich and industrious, wherever fhey were. 'The most re-
markable fact is, that even in these United States the Israelitish
emigrants succeed better in commereial enterprises than do any of
the different races and nationalities flocking to these hospitable
shores, We have set down some of the elements, which make
the history of this nation important to every reader, and
therefore we hope to add a useful and welcome coniribution
to American literature.

The history of this nation has hitherto been treated merely
ag a part of ecclesiastical history, which was the reason why
every author represented it according to his own views on the
subject of religion. Basnage, Bastholms, Jahn, Jost, Lengerke,
Ehwald, Herzfeld, Salvador and Friedlander must be excepted
from this accusation; but their works are written in French,
Danish or German. Milman, Cockayne and Hannah Adams, if
they had writien a history instead of a synopsis, would also have
made anhonorable exception, Iimay justly be said, that the po-
litical history, the history of the literature, the commerce, the
jurisprudence of the Israelites, does not yet exist in the English
language. Still it is certain that the history of a nation iv
only then distinet and accessible to the reader, when all the

vital elements of that nation are duly and connectively con-
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sidered. Such a complete history we lay before our readers.
We have ample access to the whole literature, ancient and
modern, belonging to this history; and having discarded all
prejudices, national and religious, we are enabled to lay before
our readers a complete and pragmatical history of the Israel-
itish nation, derived from the original sources, written in a
spirit of philosophical criticism, independence and impartiality,
for Jews and Gentiles, and treated in the same methdd as if it
were the history of any other nation. We entertain the hope
that this history will direct the attention of the learned to
the vast literature of the Israelites, and level a new road of
criticism upon this large field, so that our humble production
may soon be superseded by that of an abler pen.
Albany, N. Y., December 1, 1853,



INTRODUCTION TO VOLUME I.

The first volume of this work comprises the history of the
Israelitish nation from the patriarch Abraham to the destrue-
tion of the temple of Solomon. The sources of this period are
the Pentateuch, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Chronicles,
Psalms, Proverbs, Ruth, the Song of Solomon, Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Abadiah,
Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakuk, and Zephaniah. These books
are before us in the original tongue, together with all the
known ancient versions and commentaries.

Historical investigations, concerning the time when, and the
authors by whom these books were written, will. be found in
their proper places in this volume.

Besides these original sources, we have consulted Josephus,
Philo, and the ancient rabbins, because they were so much
nearer in time to this period of history, were better acquainted
with the manners, customs, and circumstances of that age,
and, probably, were in possession of more extensive sources
than we. We have not neglected to bestow attention on the
biblical criticism of the modern st':hools, both orthodox and
rational; but we were led exclusively by none, having always
exercised our own judgment where the authorities differ. We
have had recourse to the best authors on the history of those

nations who came in contact with the Israelites. So we
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consulted on Egypt, Wilkinson, Bunson, Sharpe, Champollion,
Kenrick, and the classics; onr Syria, Assyria and Babylonia,
we consulted Botta, Layard, Sharpe, Banomi, and the classics,
In the geography of Palestine and the adjacent countries, we
were led by Reland, Benjamin of Tuleda, Schwarz, Robinson
& Smith, Niebubr, Ritter, Du Bois-Ayme, and D*Anville. In
archeology, we consilted Godwin, Jennings, and De Woatle,
without placing implicit confidence in either of them. Rape-
port’s Erech Milin, Lawson’s Bible Cyclopedia, and the critical
investigations laid down in the Measseph, Bikurei ittim, Cherem
Hemed, Orient, and Frankel’s Monatsschrift, were not neglected
by the author.

In history we found no book with which we were fully
satisfied. The rationalists utterly misconceived the spirit of
that age, and being frequently misled by philological nieeties,
erecting large structures upon the tottering basis of a fow
words, they are deprived of numerous facts which beleng to
the whole history, and are thus disabled from giving proper
connection to detached events. On the other side, the orthodox
have done no more than to extract historical events from the
Bible which they joined together without critical judgment and
without accounting for their method. They offer to the
student nothing more nor less than what every simple reader
of the Bible finds there. A history of this nature recently
made its appearance bearing the name of Archibald Alexander,
D. D., late professor inthe Theological Seminary at Princeton,
N. 3. All neglected to bestow proper attention on the litera-
ture and traditions of the pation whose history they wrote;
the former from a spirit of hypercriticism, and the latter from

religions prejudices, and pa,rtljr also from ignorance of the

[
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rabbinical literature. , We were, therefore, obliged to write an
entirely new history, hewn, as it were, from the original rock,

In order to avoid misunderstandings, we deem it necessary

.to lay down the principles which chiefly guided us in this task.
It must be remarked in the first place, that none should be
misled and judge this work by a.'translation of the Bible, for
the best translation compares with the original as the image
with the person which it represents, and it must be remembered
that all the translators, biased as they were, took much pains
to mystify the Bible, and that each of them labored under the
disadvantage of being obliged to suit scriptures to the views
and conceptions of a particular sect.

The difficulty which we encountered on the threshold in the
writing of this volume is this. The facts preserved in serip-
tures are surrounded by doctrines and miracles, so that it often
becomes difficult to say which belongs to the province of history.
The facts are sometimes but touched upon by the inspired
speakers, and often narrated in two or three different ways,
so thatit is difficult to choose. We have proceeded on the
following principle. History is distingnished from religion
and theology as the ideas of kNowiNG and BELiEVING, History
records what is established by the criteria of criticism to be
fact, while the dogmas and doctrines of religion are based upon
faith, not admitting of the rigid application of eriticism.
Rational theology itself can not proceed beyond a reconciliation
of faith and reason. This, however, is insufficient in history,
where evidences are required that things actunally took place,
where, when and how they occurred. »

The next distinction between history and religion is this: the

former treats on man, and the latter on God, If this be
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admitted, it must necessarily follow that‘ miracles do not
belong to the provinee of history, Miracles can be wrought
by God only, and history records what men have done. The
historian may believe the miracles, but he has no right to
incorporate them in history. As ageneral thing man is always
the agent or the subject of miracles, consequently the action
itself may be historical; and can be adopted in history if it
can be ascribed to common and natural causes, while the
miracle as such belongs to the province of theology. '
Doctrines are not, of themselves, a part of history; they are
of importance only so far as they exercised an influence upon
human actions: which became part of history. If this be
admitted, it must be confessed that the historian dare not
confound doctrines and facts, The origin of doctrines, if
marvelous, must be considered the same with other miracles.
According to these principles, we have adopied only such
facts as are able to stand the test of criticism; miracles for
which we could not find common and mnatural reasons, were
not recorded by us, still we have attempted to find such reasons
wherever we could. We did not contradict or deny the rest,
neither did we deem ourselves entitled to consider them as
a part of history. The main body of the book contains the
political history, and the appendix of every period contains the
doctri/nes, principles, customs, and the literary activity of that
particular age. We have drawn proper lines of demarkation
between history, theology and exegesis, although we could not
avoid critical investigations in the main body of the book, in
order to establish certain facts, or to make others intelligible.
The next difficulty which we encountered is this. .The
authors of the books from which this part of history is drawn,
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claim for most of the prominent actors a direct and mystical
communication with the Deity. If this be admitted as a part
of history, the limits drawn before are overstepped. If it be
denied, the sources are so impaired, that it is difficult to
determine what is true. This embarrassment is somewhat
increased by the consideration, that almost all lawgivers,
philosophers, poets, and heroes of antiquity, nay, even the
inventors of useful arts, and the cultivators of sciences, claimed
for themselves divine communications. The historian in order
to be impartial, as he ought to be, must either admit that Menes
and Moses, Orpheus and Isaiah, Socrates and Jeremiah, Plato
and Paul, received communications from God, in which he tran-
scends the sober limits of history, and . overthrows all systems
of theology, or he must deny that divine communication to all of
them. In this latier case, he degrades the ancient history to a
compendium of fables, and debases the noblest and staunchest
defenders of humanity, those who are the pride of human
nature, to willful impostors, We have to offer the following
remarks on the subject, which will inform the reader of the
point of view from which we judged the subject in the present
work. ‘

An attentive examination of history convinces every one,
that mankind must pass through the same periods of life and
development as every individual; because the race is regulated
by the same moral and physical laws as the individual. Man-
kind had its period of childhood, its flowery age of youth, its
strong days of manhood, and it will wax old. Calm reasoning
and quiet reflection are the mental operations of matured man
only; the noble youth thinks, speaks and acts by a spontaneous
impulse for which our philosophers have no name. A careful

A
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investigation into ‘the distinctions of causo and effect, proba-

bility and necessity, real or imaginary beings, must not be

expected of the ardent youth, whose glowing imagination

coujures -up a paradise inhabited by angels, imbues the granite

with life and sensibility, and realizes by a magic power all the

desires of the heart. Mankind had also its happy days of
vouth. The few representatives of that age which now and

then appear among us (poets, painters, sculptors and musicians),

prove, that the youth of mankind was a happy period. The

paradisaic regions of Milton were beheld with rapture by many

a happy man in days of yore, “The noble forms which Raphael,

Correggio, or Van Drke, conceived in the moment of inspira-

tion, appearcd as guardian sngels to many a happy man of
antiquity. The amiable and truly great beings through which

our dramatic poets pour forth fresh streams of ideas and

verilies, and which moved solemnly and divinely through the

faney and the heart of their creators, appeared as tutclar gods:
to the men of bygone ages. We, though delighied by those
fictitious creations, distinguish between realities and imaginary

beings; the men living in the juvenile age of mankind made no

such distinctions.

In connection with this, must be considered the conceptions
which the ancients formed of the operations of God, or the
gods, in the universe, Their reasoning faculties were still
considerably impaired by the active operations of faney, which
disabled them from penetrating the wvell with which nature
covered its secret laboratory; they saw in every phenomenon
of nature, both moral and physical, a direct manifestation of
the Deity. Every operation in nature was ascribed directly

to Elohim or Satan, Ormuzd or Aliriman, Kneph or Typhon,

- -
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Zeus or Pluto. God thundered, rained and turned the fiery
chariot of the sun; he caused the wind to blow, the storm to
roar, and the earth to quake; he rolled the streams of water
into the sea, and they were dried up at his command. “J am
all >>—the iﬁscription at Sais read—‘‘ that has been, that is,
and that will be, and no man has lifted my veil.” Every being,
animate or inanimate, was regarded as a there instrument
through which God operated immediately. The roar of the
thunder, and the ideas arising in the mind; the dew falling
upon the summits of Hermon, and the speech proceeding from
the lips of man, were considered equally divine, directly pro-
ceeding from the one or the other god. What evidences @
priori can be produced to the contrary? With what right can
the theologians of the present day demy this view of the uni-
verse? This exposition fully accounts for the frequent appear-
ance of angels among the Hebrews and of tutelar deities among
the heathen, for the faith put in dreams, omens and oracles,
and for the fear and superstition which the appearance of
unusual phenomena produced. If, therefore, Menes, Orpheus,
Solon, Socrates, Plato, or any other,sage of anliquity, pre-
tended to receive communications from some deity, it was no
imposition; it was their ardent desire to elevate mankind, their
lofty and youthful imagination, and their corresponding reli-
gious conceptions, which appeared to them in the form of comn-
crete beings, and spoke to them in a language understood by
them alone, and they alone conld reproduce, in human language,
the language of poesy.

In connection with these general conceptions of the ancients
must be considered the peculiar conceptions of the Hebrews.
The pure and sublime ideas of the Deity peculiar to the ancient
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The history of a people who saw the rise and decline of all
the empires of antiquity, and still stands unmoved and
unchanged among the nations, must be interesting to every
friend of historical truth, and welcome to every inquiring
min_d. It teaches a grand lesson of the course of Providence,
and directs the mind-to an imperceptible power which governs
the destinies of nations. - )

Such a nation is Israel only. It has seen Assyria, Babylo-
nia and Persia in the days of their pride and of their downfall.
It witnessed the advent, conquests, and death of Alexander.
It saw Egypt and Syria play their parts on the stage of his-
tory, to be finally obliterated from the nomenclature of nations.
It saw Sparta and Athens flourish and wither; saw Tyre and
Zidon, Carthage and Alexandria, send their fleets to the most
distant habitations of mankind, and it saw them shrink to
insigniﬁcance. It was a civilized nation when Romulus marked
the spot where afterwards proud Rome should sit upogfjier seven
hills, the queen of the world. It witnessed the rise, decline,
and overthrow of gigantic Rome. The nations of antiquity
rolled away in the current of ages, Israel alone remained an
indestructible, edifice of gray antiquity, inscribed with the
enigmatical characters of the distant history of primitive ages,

and preserved by an internal and marvelous power. It saw the



p 0.4 INTRODUCTION TO
*

‘Israelites, conferred upon them a just claim to the title of THE

ProrLE OF JEHOVAH, or the Cmosen ProrLe. This produced
in that nation the consciousness of a distinguishing and
friendly relation between God and Israel,* who was believed
to watch with an especial' eye over Israel (mpnd nmawn). God
was the king and the father, and Israel was his people and his
son. It can easily be imagined what sentiments this. leading
idea produced. The unshaken and unexceptionable confidence
in God characterizing this people; the 1‘boldness and divine
inspiration of their prophets, orators, sages and martyrs, who
advocated and expounded this leading idea, and fre(iuently
confirmed it by their own lives; the indestructability of their
nationality and the unyielding fortitude with which they ad-
hered to their religion, are the next consequences of that sub-
lime consciousness,

It was not only the individual thus relying upoix Providence,
but the nation as a uﬁion, a totality, which was thus imme-
diately connected with the Deity; and, therefore, the laws
regulating this commonwealth were divine, the king was the
messiah of the Lord, the high priest was the oracle of the Lord,
the prophets were His especial messengers, the judges were an
Elohim who dispensed justice in the name of the Lord, and
the national council, the collective wisdom and will of the
people, were the especial instrument, through which his will
and his decrees were revealed. This was the voice of God
speaking through the prophets, high priests, magistrates, kings,
judges and the national council, as circumstances required it.

This was afterwards called ‘rP N3 ¢ The reecho of the voice

*# Exodus xix, 4-6; Deuteronomy xxvi, 16-19,

-~
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of God,’* and the Romans said, Vox populi, voxr Dei. If the
reader has properly considered what has been said in this intro-
duction; he is acquainted. with the principles which directed us
in the composition of the present volume, and he is requested
to admit, that they enabled us to write a political history of the

Israelitish nation.



Preface, .....

CONTENTS.

Introduciion to Volume I., c.oviiviieeeanrenaoreearansananiesines

PERIOD 1.

From the birth of Abraham to the demise of Moses.

Biblical Chronology, «v.ovvvieeveninnen

CHAPTER 1.

The Patriarchs, ...... e eeteerense8teatest sesissaniarenasaenee
The title of the Israelites to the Jand of Canaan,...veeeeiiveeaveinns

'The Istaelites in Egypt. The Exode,.vavevievrrniiiannenens

Israel in the wilderness,

CHAPTER 1II.

CHAPTER III.

setestaseserressens P I N R R RN )

APrPENDIX TO PERIOD I.

1. The Country.

a. Geographical Sketch,...vvuiveerevnnaerss
e THIE, eeenevens mvnevnnene carnnenanens e
c. Design,...... Cerrrieaaes s N
d. Division and Inheritance of the Land,.......... .

e. Occupation,’......)....... ....... et ereiae

f.

Products, «eveeveeiaoer sanearaannes sos

II. The Government,

a.
b.. The Union of the Nation,........ cevienea .

c
d
e
f.
g
h

The People,..vuivvenvennaiearanass e
. The Executive Power,.......cooveeraoasesnanees
. The National Council,e,yesqeavieennnss Cerieeeerees
. The Prophets and Priests, ....covvvvveeiinianenss
The JudiciaTy, seee eeenravsnsaessasnsarassrsianns
- The MilitaTy, «vvvesurnesvsrensssrosocnsnnsssasse
+ EXCOPHONS, v1vvevrrs virbirssetonisanssaees varias

PAGE
iit
Xiil

37

41

109
110
115
116
120
121

121
124
125
127

]28

129
131
132



CONTENTS. xxiit

IIT. The Theory of the Law,cseenersscerreseiarisisecaniine,
IV, Health, ..ioivvneoas,
V. The Family,oeeeconiierenunruiistirner snene seervannas
VI, Servants;..coseeeveieorvennns
VII. The Poor, WldOWS Orphans and Stranvers,.....-..........
VIII. Commerce, «.ovvven .. Ceee e cerann eeeree st aaens
IX. Securityof Person, oovneeineeentrsertnersensivessannens
X, Security of Property, ... cocveeiiiies eeeereriieeareas
KT, Security of HONOM, et vevivnrtviensnenssracantansiins
XII, The Penal Law,.......... everaraereareeranaeas
KIII, Religion, « covvnenevrvorevnvsansssnss vae Creeci e,
Preliminary Remarks,...cvueeivneeniiriiiniinnnnenns
a. The Spirit of Religion,..... .......... Ceererrenas
b. The Forms of Religion, ........ cearaeees RPN
1. The Tabernacle and its Servants, .......... .
2. The Sacrifices, «oevaerevunnns et i, .
3. The Feasts, «.ovvinvirrerenrens e S
4, The Nazir,eveuouvnn. crsenaeres e Cerereeeenian. .
5. The Law concerning the Dead,.ee.vuieviieeaianss
X1V, Taxes and the Treasury,cseececescasceeaanes
XV. The Prophecies of Moses,...........
XVI. Literature,eceesecescioace s Cieeseranens Cteerienas
XVIL Mechanical Arts,...coeeesore. freriere s Ceseeaaceaans

PERIOD II.

From the accession of Joshua to the chief command, to the end of the
republic in the time of Samuel,
Biblical Chronology, +ove cerenasssenessssrtorsstnaraecinesionnnes

CHAPTER 1IV.

Administration of Joshua,.seesueeeetsrvniiriosernisnsicianseases

CHAPTER V.

From Othniel to the demise of Samson,....eceovecuocnnrsaesores

CHAPTER VI.

From the demise of Samson to the end of the Republic,..... .....

ArpEsDIX T0 PEriop II.

1. The People.and the Country,.......... iredcesiteaerenans
1I. The Government dnd the Laws,..o.coeeses-veiarvaneeeian.
II1. Religion and Idolatry,..oeeevcevrvrnreriiniiiiinsconianes

TV, Literature,. ,ouveevssens soneseoansioronss sovanssoresnns

161
162
169
170
175
177
180
182
185
187
190
195

197

198

219

259
265
276
286



xxiv ' CONTENTS,

PERIOD III.

PAGB

From the Appointment of Saul to the Royal Dignity to the division of
the Kingdom,

Biblical Chronology, ««v-ses e e feeeteeitenireeranas 297

CHAPTER VII.
From the Accession of Sanl to the throne of Israel, to the death of his

60N AN BUCCESSOT, « o s e e v avs soen srrnenrsonbstsaraessssansens 237
CHAPTER VIIIL

Administration of David,....ovvareeiiineii it ciiaieena 330
CHAPTER IX

Administration of Solomon, cc.veeeerseersensssorcosesaasssnnsans 362

APPENDIX TO PErIOoD III.

1. The People and the Country, ....tvcvveanienanririsevanss 384

II. The GOVErnment,...oveeesesesasesorerossnsocenssncsenns 388

ITL Religion, vuvveevns coeieereeuverantetotsainnasantnnnns 395

TV, MUSIC, coerveeiinnronensntensuaneec sotnssanroscsassnans 398

V. LIleralure;...ueue corver vonennsasesnssesorseassoarssanes 400
PERIOD IV.

From the Division of the Empire into the Kingdoms of Judah and Israel
to the fall of Samaria. L
Biblical Chronology, «vsvereuiiveersresrnsesasessnssosssnoassnsonns 414

CHAPTER X,
From Jerobzam and Rehabeam o the expiration of the Omri dynasty,.. 415

CHAPTER XI.
From the expiration of the Omri dynasty to the fall of Samaria,....... 467

., AppEypix 70 PErIOD IV.

I. The People and the Country,.........cc..0e ¢ eeerasaaanes 497
II. The Government,........ O P 504
I, Religion, ceveeersarienvaanns e eeee e eerassrecneeaens 507
IV, Literatre, coeeeecvceeeorssaerarsnaenanes e teiveeannaas 512
PERIOD V.
) From the fall of Samaria to the fall of Jerusalem.
Biblical Chronology, ««vsaees- PN Ceeeersensenes 522
CHAPTER XII,
From the fall of Samaria to the battle of Megiddo,.......oevvrasanes 622

CHAPTER XIII.
From the coronation of Jehoahaz to the destruction of Jerusslem,..... 850



HISTORY

OF THE

ISRAELITISH NATION.

PERIOD I.

FROM THE BIRTH OF ABRAHAM TO THE DEMISE OF
MOSES. (1775—2315, A.M. 1985—1445, B.C.)

BIBLICAL CHRONOLOGY.

Age of Abraham when Isaac was born,................ 100 years,
Age of Isaac whén Jacob was born,.. ... ... e aaeas GO years.
Age of Jacob when coming to Egypt,...ovvuiiinnannns 130 years.
The Israelites’ sojourn in Egypt, according to Josephus )
and the ancient rabbing, .......o. il «o. 210 years.
The Israelites’ sojourn in the wilderness, .......c.outs. 40 years,
Total number o years, 540

CHAPTER 1.
THE PATRIARCHS. 1985—1695, B.C.

Between the Ruphrates, the Tigris and the Khabur rivers is
that fertile and well-watered plain, which the ancient Hebrews
called Adram Neharaim, Syria of the rivers, wherefore the
Greeks denominated it Mesopotamia. It was bownded north
by the modern Armenia, south by Babylonia, east Ly Assyria,
and west by Syria Proper. In that country was ¢ Ur of the
Chaldees,” noted as being the- birth-place of Abraham, or
Abram, as his first name was. Ur, signifies light, which name
most likely was given to the place by the ancient fire-wor-
shipers, considering it one of the sacred places; wherefore
it was inhabited by the Chaldees, the priests of Zabiism, and

1 :



2 PERIOD I.

the caste of warriors of the ancient Babylonia, The name of
that place a.ppeafs to be of nearly the same antiquity as the
emigration of Abram.

The father of Abram was Terah, and if we may rely on the
tradition, his mother was Amthela, THe was the tenth lineal
descendant of Noah by Shem, and was born two hundred and
ninety-two years after the deluge; fifty-eight years before the
death of that second progenitor of mankind.

The youth of Abraham, like that of all prominent men of
antiguity, is swrrounded with a cloud of myths,* so that it is
impossible to arrive at historical truth on this point. The
quintessence of those myths is this: The progenitors of Abram,
who spoke a language from which afterwards the Hebrew,
Aramaic, Chaldian, Arabic, and. the kindred tongues sprung
up, led a pastoral life in the plains of Mesopotamia; main-
taining the principles of primitive religion, as they aré found
among all nations of antiquity, and especially in the religious
mysteries of the Egyptians, Persians, Greeks, and Druids, and
in the sacred books of the Brahmins. But when primitive
religion was debased into idolatry, the father of Abram also
was deluded by that blasphemous theology, and he became a
carver of idols, in which trade also Abram was instructed.
The first tyrant, Nimroud, who founded an empire in the land
of Shinear, was also the first who made religion and its
-ministers serve as his accomplices. Nimroud founded temples
to the different idols, conferred high dignities upon their
priests, and suppressed the liberty of comscience, so that
prejudice and fear supported the fabric of state. The Chaldees,
formerly mere priests, became the guardians of the throne, a
caste of warriors. Abram was early convinced of the folly
and wickedness of idolatry, and hesitated not to give free
utterance to his thoughts, which exposed him to the wrath
of Nimroud, who had brought a large part of Mesopotamia
under his sway. Terah, unaccustomed to the royal yoke, and

* Joseph. Antiqu. I, vii, 1. Pseudo-Jonathan Genesis xi, 25. Bereshith
Rabba xxxviii. Abulpharag. Hist. Dynast, p. 20. Coran Sur vi, 75, Sur
xxi, 52.  Hyde de Relig, Vet, Persar. p. 62, Bauer, Gesch. I, p. 114,
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probably also convinced of the truth in the thoughts of his
son, emigrated from Ur to Haran, or Charaea, the ruins of
which still are extant a few miles west of the source of the
Al Habor. This city was distinguished for an attachment to
Zabiism from the carliest ages; and in the worship rendered
to the hosts of heaven, the god, Lunus, denoting the moon in a
masculine form, was here honored with a partibu]ar adoration,
Here Terah found rich pasture for his flocks, and probably was
out of the country subjected to Nimroud, wherefore he made
there his new home. Bui in the breast of Abram there was
a fire much warmer than the sacred fire of Ur; in his mind a
light had risen, which emanated more brilliant rays than the
soft beams of the moon reflected from the pure mirror of the
Al Habor., It was the idea of the existence of Oxr Gon, who
created, governs, and preserves the universe by his mere will, .
and the consciousness that it is man’s duty to worship and
to obey him; it was the fervent desire to maintain the pure
principles of primitive religion unimpaired and unadulterated,
as Adam, Hanoch, Noah and Shem had taught them, which
unceasingly stimulated Abram to leave the well-cultivated,
fertile, and well-watered banks of the. Al Habor, and to go
forth in search of another home, wherc he might constitute
a new tribe, separated from the rest of mankind and their
idolatry; in order to train those, who ave his, in his own ideas
and principles. No wonder then, that he, whose mind was
inspired with the sublimest ideas, whose heart was filled with
love to God and purity, perceived a divine call, promising
him the assistance of the Almighty; that his tribe will grow
up to become a great nation; that he will succeed to educate
them in all the truth and purity for which his heart longed:
that his fame will spread over all the families of the carth,
who will gladly receive from his hands the blessing of divine
truth; and that thereby the families of the earth will be
blessed by him (Gen. xii, 1-4),

Abram well understood that divine call, for it was the
reecho of his noble heart; and no sooner had his father died
at Haran, than he left his brother Nahar in possession of the
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paternal inheritance, took his wife (and half sister) Sarai, Lot,
the son of his brother Haran, who had died in Ur, all the
persons who coincided with his pious views, and his herds and
slaves, and started across the Euphrates, in scarch of another
fand, which he might occupy and where he might realize his pious
plan of constituting an independent tribe, trained in his prin-
ciples and doctrines.

Nicolaus, of Damascus, says in his history,* ‘*Abram reigned
at Damascus, being a foreigner, who came with an army out
of the land above Babylon, called the land of the Chaldeans:
but, after a long time, he got him up, and removed {rom that
country also, with his people, and went into the land then
called the land of Canaan, but now the land of Judea, and
this when his posterity were become a multitude; as to which
posterity of his, we relate their history in another work.
Now the name of Abram is even still famous in the country of
Damascus, and there is showed a village named from him, The
Hubitation of Abram.**

Abram searched for unoccupied land, wherefore he continued
his journey, until he, at the age of 75 years, had come to the
plain of Morah, near the town of Shechem. That fertile plain
was not yet occupied; for then, the sacred records remark, the
Canaanites were in the land, who, like the Phenicians, paid more
attention to trade than to agriculture; and they were but few in
number as we shall see in the sequel. Abram took formal pos-
session of the unoccupied land, by building an altar to the One
God, who promised him the land, and to the glory of whom he
dedicated a new tribe. ‘

He then passed through the land in a southern direction
between the Jordan and the mountains of Ephraim, and
pitching his tents somewhere between Beth Il and Ai, he¢’
again bujlt an altar as a mark of having taken possession
of the land in the name of God. Here he found himself sud-
denly interrupted in his plan to colonize a land where only one
God should be worshiped, and where moral corruption should

* Joseph. Antiqu. 1, vii, 2.
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be unknown; for c_iwing to the low state of culture of the
ground, a famine broke out, and he was obliged to scek a land,
where the art of agriculture had obliged nature to produce
plenty. Such a land was Egypt; and Abram crossing the
Isthmus of Suez arrived in Egypt. ‘

Abram ¢ afraid of the madness of the Egyptians with regard
to women,>’ as Josephus said, and aware that homicide was
not considered as atrocious a crime as adultery, begged of his
wife Sarai to say she was his sister, which she and also Abram
did. The fame of her beauty reached the royal palace, and
Sarai was taken into the harem of the then reigning Pharaoh,
who was favorably disposed to Abram on account of his sup-
posed sister, Abram became very rich in Egypt, not only
in herds and flocks, but also in slaves, gold and silver. In
what way he acquired his wealth is not told in the Bible; nor
does Josephus tell us anything, but that Pharaoh made him a
large present in money.

When Pharaoh wished to enjoy his prize, he was plagued
with distemper; upon which he made inguiry about Sarai, and
he was told that she was the wife of Abram. After Abram
had told him the cause of representing her to he his sister,
Sarai was restored t6 him, and, according to the Bible, he was
sent off from the country; but according to Josephus, Pharaoh
gave him leave to center into conversation with the most
learned among the Kgyptians, which Abram did. After having
vefuted the priests of the different sects, he communicated to
them the science of Arithmetic and Astronomy; ¢ for, before
Abram came into Egypt, they were unacquainted with those
parts of learning; for those sciences came from the Chaldeans
into Egypt. and from thence to the Greeks also.”

Wealthy and admired, the patriarch departed from Egypt,
veturning to that part of Canaan of which he had taken pos-
session, and which he considered his own, and pitched again
his tents between Beth El and Ai. But the wealth of Abram
and his nephew Lot had so increased, that the pasture
became insufficient for their numerous herds, which led to
frequent strife between the herdsmen of the two sheiks. Abram
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proposed to Lot, that they should separate from each other,
leaving him free choice where to settle. Lot chose the fertile
plains of Jordan for his part, and moved with Lis herds as far
down as the city of Scdom. Lot was the adopted son and heir
of Abram, whercfore it grieved the patriarch that he now stood
in the world without an heir, apprehending that he would not
be able to transmit bis principles and sublime doctrines to pos-
-terity. But grand schemes arise only in great hearts, which are
possessed of a buoyancy that never can be impoverished. Only
for a moment the patriarch was discouraged; the next moment
he perceived again the divine voice promising him good suc-
cess; he is told, that he and his children will pésscss this
land as far as he sees it; that his seed will be innumerable as
the dust of the ground. Abram again encouraged, traveled
through the land as far south as the plain of Mamra, which is
before Hebron; and also there he found the land unoccupied.
He built again an altar to the God in whose name he claimed
the land. e was now in possession of a fertile tract of land
on the west side of the Jordan, including the beautiful regions
of Shiloh, Jerusalem, Jericho, and Bethlehem.

The land of Sedom, now the residence of Lot, was in a state
of dependency on Kedarleomer, king of=Elam. The king of
Sedom, together with four neighboring princes, refused obe-
dience to Kedarleomer, upon which he came with three allies
in order to enforce obedience. The five kings resisted, but
they were rouled in a pitched battle, in the valley of Siddim.
'Kedarleomer took many captives, among whom also was Lot.
No sooner had Abram heard of the fate of his nephew, than he
hastened to his rescue. Three hundred and eighteen trained men
composed his whole army which he could raise with the aid of
his allies, Aner, Eshcol and Mamra; nevertheless, he pursued
the enemy as far as Dan. Dividing his army, according to
ancient stratagem, into two files, he surprised the enemy at
night, and achieved a signal victory, driving the enemy before
him as far as Hobah, near Damascus, and recapturing not only
Lot and his substances, but also the captivesand the sub-
stances taken of the king of Sedom and his allies. When
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returning, Malkisedek, king of Salem, the priest of the chieg
Deity (Zeus, Adonis or Saturnus) who had a claim upon the
tenth part of all persons and things taken in war, came out
with bread and wine to meet the returning hero; and after
having blessed him, he made him a present with the tithe due
unto him, which Abram accepted in order to return it to
the rightful owner. TFor soon after the king of Sedom came
to meet the patriarch, proposing to him to return the persons
recaptured and to keep the substance. But Abram whose
intention was merely to rescue Lot, refused to keep anything;
only his allies should take their portion.

Abram crowned also with military fame had returned to his
tent, where he reflected on what he had done. He had now a
powerful enemy, who might surprise him in the same way
as he had surprised him; but the voice, which encouraged
him ever since he departed from his native land, again encou:
raged him, promising him great rewards for the noble actions
just committed, saving his kinsman and restoring to the king
of Sedom all that was his. ' '

Abram grew old; his hope to transmit his divine views to a
son, and thus preserve them in his tribe, grew fainter. His
wife Sarai, perceiving the grief of her husband, gave him her
handmaid Hagar, the Egyptian, for a wife, who conceived of
Abram, and when he was cighty-six years old he had the
pleasure of embracing his own son, whom he called Ishmael
(Yishma-el, God will hear), God will hear him, that also
Sarai may embrace a son, and that his plans be realized.

‘When Abram had a male issue all his hopes were renewed,
he saw now the possibility to realize his plan. He had in
possession sufficient land; he was sufficiently rich and powertul
to maintain his independence; and so he thought of means to
keep his tribe separated from the idolatrous nations around
him. Again he perceived the divine voice, which always
cherished him, directing him to introduce circumcision among
his tribe—which he probably saw in Egypt—which should be
the sign of the covenant between God and his tribe, by virtue
of which he has a lawful claim to the land which he has taken
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. in possession for him and his descendants, in order to establish
a nation which worship the Almighty God, Abram intro-
duced this custom among his tribe, and it was a law that
whoever neglected this custom, should be excluded from his
tribe. Being now separated from the other nations by virtue
of an external mark, he also changed his ‘and his wife’s name
into Abraham and Sarah, considering himself now entered
into a new covenant with God, which thus powerfully effected
him, that also the hope of a male issue by his legitimate wife
Sarah revived in his heart, although he could not yet perceive
the possibility, whereas he was already nincty-nine years of
age, Three mysterious strangers happening to come to him,
whom he treated with Arabian hospitality, also told him that
Sarah his wife would give birth to a male child; Abraham
going with his guests, who went towards Sedom, *‘ to bring
them on the way,”’ was told by the Lord—probably by the
shakes of the earthquake or by the roar of the"distant thun-
der—that he will destroy the cities of Sedom and Gemarah,
on account of the wickedness of their inhabitants. He prayed
to God for the wicked-and, sinful people, in which prayer his
noble heart is fully reflected; but when he came the other
morning to the same place, he saw the smoke ascending from a
Dead Sea, which was the memorial of flourishing but sinful
cities. Lot and his two daughters were saved, his wife he
lost; and bhaving escaped into the mountains, they were sepas
rated from the rest of mankind, and therefore supposing all
mankind had expired, conceived in incest from their father;
the two sons thus conceived, became the progenitors of Ammon
and Moab. '

Abraham—probably terrified by the noise and shakes of the
earthquake at the destruction of Sedom-—traveled southwest
into the land of Phelistia. The powerful sheik was not wel-
come to the Phelistines; and although they ventured no active
hostility against him, still they injured him wherever they
could. Abraham took possession of the unoccupied lands, and
digged wells, as a mark of his having taken possession of the
land, which the Phelistines destroyed or robbed from him.
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God, however, indemnified the pious Abraliam: for his wife
Sarah gave birth to the long expected legitimate heir. Sarah
said, whoever will hear it will laugh at me, for she was ninety
and Abraham was an hundred years old, when this son was
born; and Abraham named his son Isaac (Yitschalk, he will
laugh or rejoice). Sarah, who disliked that her son should
divide his rich inheritance with the son of her handmaid,
induced her husband to send away Hagar and her son, which
Abram did in order to maintain the peace of his house.
Hagar and Ishmael went off towards the wilderness, where
she lost the way. And when the water was gone from the -
bottle, she saw her child exposed to the most horrible kind of
death. ‘Still, an angel—probably the sound of a rivulet flowing
from a well—showed her a well of water, by which she and
her child were saved. The poetical beauty of that passage
can not be imitated, and we must refer the reader to the ori-
ginal (Genests xxi, 14-21).

Abimelech, informed of the troubles existing between his
subjects and the powerful Abraham, went to the latter to have
him enter with him into a covenant of {riendship; for the
alliance of a sheik who had subdued the powerful Kedarleomer,
was of no little importance. Abimelech bestowed upon the
patriarch considerable presents in money, cattle and slaves,
and confirmed his right of possessing the land which he
occupied. And so Abraham entered into a covenant of friend-
ship with the king of the Phelistines, which was to last for
three generations, including the present one. "The place where
this covenant was made was called Bear Shaba (the well of
swearing), After Abimelech had returned to hishome, Abraham
planted a grove on that place, to commemorate the covenant
into which he had entered with the chief of the land; and he
claimed the soil he had occupied, in the name of the Lord.

Abraham sojourned in Phelistia a long time. In this land,
where the manners and customs of the Phenicians were much
practiced, Abraham saw the horrid custom of man-sacrifice;
and the idea arose in his mind, to demonstrate his inexpressible
love towards God by sacrificing his own son to his God. And
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the divine voice, which wuas constantly with him, expressively
demanded of him to do so. It was nol a momentary ecstasy
leading Abraham to this step; for he made long preparations
and traveled nearly three days before he reached the solitary
Moriah, which was the spot appointed for this awful sacrifice.
Arrived there, he built the altar, prepared the wood, bound
his son, and had already stretched out his hand to take the
knife, which he had prepared to sacrifice his beloved son, when
an angel of the Lord—probably the paternal love—prevented
him from accomplishing his pious design, assuring him, that
the resolute will to sacrifice even his own son, is a convincing
proof of his fearing the Lord. When Abraham had sacrificed
a4 ram, instead of his son Isaac, the same voice-—it was not as
general the voice of the Lord, but that of an angel—assured
him that the Lord has sworn by himself, to bless him by mul-
tiplying his seed to be as innumerable as the stars of heaven
and the sand of the sea shore; that his seed, by whom all the
nations of the earth will be blessed, will inherit the gates of
his enemies. This blessing related more to Isaac than to
Abraham personally; for the trial comcerned the life of Isaac.
Abraham, who saw his son willing to die for his God, was
probably the angel of the Lord who promised this blessed
future to his pious son. TFather and son returned joyously to
their home, Bear Shaba, and Abraham was delivered from a
horrid practice which was common with his neighbors, the
sacrifice of man; and thus this practice was abolished among
the tribe of Abraham. In order to withdraw his tribe from the
influence of the horrid superstitions of the Phelistines, which
had nearly misled him to sacrifice his own son, Abraham left
this place and returned to his former home in the vicinity of
Hebron; but when arrived at Hebron, his wife died at the age
of 127 years. He had no piece of land (for he occupied the
valleys) which was fit to inter the remains of his wife in the
same honorable manner as was common among the Egyptians;
wherefore he bought a cave and a tract of land of Ephron the
Hitite, where he interred the body of his wife. The land was
bought and paid for in’ the presence of many witnesses, so
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that Abraham’s right to this property was indisputable, The
next care of Abraham was to prevent the awmalgamation of
his son Isaac with the dayghters of the land, whereas he
wished to have his tribe entirely separated from them and their
superstitious practices. He therefore dispatched the steward of
his house, Eliezer, of Damascus, to go to his family in Aram
Naharaim or Padan Aram. to bring a wife for his son Isaac,
out of the tribe of Terah., The steward after having sealed
his promise by a solemn oath, took ten camels and plenty of
jewels and other precious things, and went to the city of Nahar,
where a lucky chance brought him into the house of Bethuel,
son of Nahar, the brother of Abraham. Here he obtained for
the son of his master, the fair Rebecca, daughter of Bethuel,
who by permission of her parents aud brother, went with the
steward. Isaac impatiently awaifing the arrival of his bride,
was gone out in the field, when he met the returning servant,
bringing him the blushing bride, who had covered her face with
a veil, when she was informed that she is met with her be-
trothed. Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah
—the tent of the mistress of the tribe—and he loved her, and
was consoled after Sarah his mother.

Abraham had taken another wife, afler Isaac was married,
whose name was Keturah., The six sons which this wife had
born unto him, and also the sons of his concubines, were sent
off to the east and west with rich gifts, so -that none could
claim the right of inheriting the wealth and the power of
Abraham but his faithful and legitimate son Isaac, whom Abra-
ham had appointed to be his heir and successor, as sheik of the
tribe.

‘When Abrahamn was 175 years old, he died (1810 ».c.) and
was gathered unto his people, bequeathing to his son a power-
ful tribe, large and fertile tracts of land, numerous herds and
herdsmen, treasures of silver and gold, and, what was most
important, a glorious name, and a mental treasure, which he
could confidently deposit with his pious and faithful son, who
was willing to be sacrificed before the God to whose glory
father Abraham had left his family and established an inde-
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pendent tribe in a foreign Jand. Abraham, who was buried by
Isaac and lshmael on the side of his wife Sarah, in the cave
of Machpelah, had realized his wishes. He had left a powerful
and rich tribe to a son, who was possessed of the same sacred
ideas and noble principles, which made Abraham a great and
far-renowned man; so that even in our days many an oriental
tribe proudly calls itself descendants of Abraham; and none
can say with any degree of certainty, that the Brahma of the
Hindus is not father Abraham, who sent his sons to the ecast,
and who may have bequeathed his name to the former inha-
bitants of Hindustan. The lsraelite and the Arab bow down
with reverence at the mention of the virtues of their first sire;
and the civilized nations on the globe, believing in a revealed
religion, bless his memory.

ISAAC.

There is nothing extraordinary or truly great in the life of
this patriarch. He was one of those happy men, who live on
the wealth and reputation of their fathers. He was a pious
worshiper of the God of his father; he faithfully imitated the
patriarchal virtues, as well as the ordinary mode of living and
acting of his father, and is remarkable as an obedient son. He
was also a tender spouse, and, it would appear to us, a very
feeble father.

‘When Abraham was no miore, Isaac moved to Bear Lahai
Roi, which is between Kadash and Barad, remarkable as being
the place where the messenger of Abraham overtook Hagar,
when fleeing before Sarah her mistress. The causes of this
moving are not stated in the Bible; most likely it was done to
the end of appropriating new tracts of land. Previously to this,
fifteen years before the death of Abraham, Rebecca was delivered
of twin brothers, the first of which looking rough and haired
was called Esau (Esov, the finished); the second, holding the
heels‘of his brother, was called Jacob (Ya’akof, he will hold
the heel). The two lads differed widely in temperament and
character. Esan was a friend of the chase and war, and loved
the free field; while Jacob was an innocent youth, who pre-
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ferred peace to war, who loved his solitary fent better than the
roaming in the wild deserts. Jacob was therefore the tavorite
of his mother; but the father felt more inclined to the rough
hunter, whom he supposed might one day become a powertul
leader of the tribe when he himself would be no more. Both
of them, it appears, grew up without much guidance of their
father, being left almost entirely to their own will and inclina-
tions. Jacob had once prepared a pottage when Esau returned
from a chase weary and hungry. Esau desired Jacob to give
him part of the red pottage, wherefore he was nicknamed
Edom (the red). Jacob gave him part of it, and when Lsau
rejoiced over his meal, Jacob asked of him to sell him his
birthright; for the firstborn of the tribe became sheik after
the demise of the father, if he had not particular reasons to
appoint a younger brother, as Abraham did with Isaac, because
he was the son of his legitimate wife. Ksau replied that he
did not care for his birthright, whereas he is exposed to death
every step he goes, being either opposite a ferocious beast or a
revengeful enemy ; and therefore he sold his birthright to Jacob;
the price, however, is not mentioned in the Bible. This bar-
gain remained a secret with the two brothers.

A famine which occurred while Isaac lived in Bear Leeha
Roi, obliged him to leave his place; intending to go to Egypt,
as his father had done under similar circumstances, he came to
Geror, in Phelistia, where he may have found plenty of pasture
for his cattle, and therefore he heard for the first time the
same divine voice, which had accompanied his father, ordering
him not to leave the land, renewing to him the promises
repeatedly given to Abraham, that his seed will be as innume-
rable as the stars of the heaven, that they will possess this
land, and will be a cause.of blessing to all nations. Isaac
went from his former home with the intention to go to Egypt,
and in this respect he also imitated his father, as he repre-
sented his wife to be his sister, But not being cautious enough
with his tenderness, he was soon detected to be the husband of
the fair Rebecca, wherefore the king of the Phelistines, after
he had heard Isaac’s veason for this misrepresentation, espe-
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cially commanded, remembering the covenant with Abraham,
““ Whosoever touches this man or his wife, shall be put to
death.”> Tt appears that agricultural pursuits were more com-
mon in this part of the conntry, being more thickly seftled,
than in those parts further distant from the sca, and so Isaac,
too, yielding to the general occupation of the people, tried his
strength . in agriculture. He was very fortunate in this em-
ployment; the harvests were rich, and the wealth of Isaac
materially increased. But he had no claim to the land which
he possessed; for the only marks of occupation, which his
father had made, the wells he had digged, the Phelistines had
destroyed and filled with earth. Therefore Abimelech supposed
he had a right to drive away the powerful sheik, whose per-
petually increasing wealth and power became -dangerous to him.
Isaac was obliged to move down the valley of Geror, where he
reopened the wells which his father had digged, and the Phelis-
tines had destroyed; but also this possession was protested, so
that he had to move from place to place, until he finally arrived
at Bear Shaba; there he found the grove which his father had
planted; this was an unquestionable mark of occupation, and
none could contest his claim on this part of the country, There
he heard again the divine voice which had spoken to his father
Abraham, which now encouraged him and promised him the
divine assistance; there he digged a well, and none protested
against it; and therefore he pitched there his tent, built an
altar, and claimed the land in the name of the Lord. Abimelech
came afterwards to Isaac to remew the covenant of friendship
existing between the Phelistines and the family of Isaac. Isaac
received him well and entertained him. The covenant was
renewed, the place was again named Bear Shaba, Abimelech
returned home satisfied, and Isaac remained unmolested in pos-
session of the land inherited from his father.

Isaac had grown old and blind, and consequently he was
disabled to be any longer an efficient chief of his tribe; he
therefore resolved upon resigning his power to his first born
son Esau, not knowing that he had sold his claim to Jacob, To
this- end it was that he called Ksau, bidding him to hunt a
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venison, to make of it savory meat as he loves it, to bring it
to him, and when his mind will be pleased by the enjoyment
of the well-tasting meal he will bestow his blessing on him,
which is the formal acknowledgment of his right of succession
to the wealth and power of his father. Esau obeyed, and went
into the field. Rebecca had heard these words of her hushand,
and knowing that the word of the patriarch was an irrevocable
decree, she had not the courage to oppose the will of her hus-
hand by words. Knowing also, that every act, after being
done, was regarded by the patriarchs as an act of Providence,
she thought of leading Isaac to acknowledge Jacob as his suc-
cessor in one way or other, which, if once dong, he would not
reclaim. Isaac was weak enough to pay no regard to the
faults of Esau; but Rebecca knew, that while father Abraham
had established an independent tribe in order to realize his
principles and ideas regarding God and virtue, and to which
end he separated himself entirely from the surrounding tribes;
Esau paid no attention to this fundamental principle of his
tribe, and took in marriage two women of the tribe of the
Hitites, who were a grief of heart to Isaac and to Rebecca.
While Abraham and Isaac held a peacable superiority over the
aborigines, and endeavored to improve the manners and sen-
timents of the tribe by pastoral and agricultural pursuits,
withdrawing the men of the tribe altogether from savage
employments; Esau was a warlike and unsteady hunter, who,
if becoming chief of the tribe would destroy the beautiful work
which his fathers painfully constructed. While Jacob on the
other side appeared to her—mothers do not see the smaller
faults of their sons—to have the mild disposition, the pious
sentiments, the steady habits, and the good will which are
requisite to govern the tribe in the sense of Abraham and Isaac.
She therefore resorted to a deception in order to save the tribe.
She, after having told her favorite son the words of his father
to Esau, bid him bring two good kids of the goats, of which
she would make savory meat; this Jacob should bring to his
father, and pretending to be Esau, he will obtain the father’s
blessing. Jacob reluctantly obeyed; he disguised himself with
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the skins of the kids, and brought the savory meat to the father,
pretending to have obeyed his command, The father suspected
him, and endeavored in different ways to convince himself that
the aspirant really was his son Esau. The old patriarch really
supposed to have before him his son Isau, wherefore he ate
of the savory meat and also did drink of the wine set before
him. He then called his son to draw near and kiss him, which
Jacob did. Isaac smelling the odor of his garments blessed
him. ‘¢ See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which
the Lord has blessed; therefore God give thee of the dew of
heaven and of the fatness.of the earth, and plenty of corn and
wine. Let people serve thee, and nations bow down unto thee;
be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons bow down
to thee; cursed be every one that curses thee, and blessed be he
that blesses thee.”” This blessing plainly indicates, that Isaac
was much inclined to agriculture, and desired his successor to
adhere to this noble employment, the only basis of civilization.
The second part of the blessing, and more especially the words,
be lord over thy brethren, &c., plainly shows that this paternal
blessing was intended as a formal appointment of a successor
to govern the tribe; which dignity was now bestowed upon
Jacob. When Jacob had left his father, lisau returned and
brought savory meat to his father. When offering the meat to
his father, the latter asked him, who he was?! The answer,
1 am Esau, thy first born son,’’ was a cause of extreme terror
to Isaac, who supposed some impostor may have snatched his
blessing, still he exclaimed, ‘‘ And he shall be blessed;* for it
was done, consequently it was the will of Providence that it be
s0. While, however, Esau bitterly complained before his father,
and entreated him to bless him too, Isaac remembered the voice
of Jacob, and told his son that it was his brether Jacob who
cunningly obtained his blessing. Esau now bitterly complained
about the artfulness of his brother, who had taken his birth-
right and now took also his blessing. Isaac moved by the
injustice done to Esau, told him—which confirms our view on
the nature of his blessing—** Behold, I have made him thy
Jord, and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and
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with corn and wine have I sustained him, and what shall I do
now unto thee, my son?” When Esau again entreated his
father to bless him, and even wept, the rough and hearty
hunter wept before his father, Isaac took this happy occasion
to recall his son to his favorite employment, to agriculture; to
withdraw him from his savage employment; and to teach him
subordination to the head of the tribe, He said unto him,
¢ Behold, thy dwelling shall be of the fatness of the earth, and
of the dew of heaven from above. And also by thy sword
thou mayest live; but thou shalt serve thy brother; and it shall
come to pass as thou wilt submit, so wilt thou break his yoke
from off thy neck.”” But Isaac’s paternal words had no effect

~upon the heart of Esau; for he intended to kill his brother,
in order to obtain the dominion over the tribe. He knew well
enough, if' he should commit this outrageous action in the
lifetime of his father it would be of no avail; for he would be *
excommunicated from the tribe, wherefore he postponed it, till
after the demise of his father.

Rebecca having been informed of the evil intentions of her
eldest son, consequently advised Jacob to go to Laban, her
brother, and stay there until the wrath of his brother should
subside, to which Jacob. consented. But she, not wishing to
grieve Isaac by informing him of the evil intentions of Esau,
desired him to send Jacob to Mesopotamia, in order to take a
wife of the family of Bethuel, to which Isaac consented. He
bade his son go to Mcesopotamia and choose a wife among the
daughters of Laban; and after he had blessed him, that God
may give to him and his sced the land which He has given to
Abraham, Jacob left the house of his father to go to Meso-
potamia, When Esau perceived that his wives were displeasing
to the sibght of his parents, on account of their IHitite origin,
he took in marriage the daughter of Ismael, in order to regain
the favor of his parents. But it appears he did not succeed
in his design; for he soon left his father, and. established an
independent tribe in the land of Seir. It appears from. the
sources before us, that Isaac left his estate in Bear Shaba, and

returned to the plain of Mamra, where Esau, probably in com-
D]

-
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pany with the warlike portion of the tribe, fell into the land
south of the plain of Mamra, which was inhabited by Horim
(Troglodytes), who were easily overcome and subjected to the
dominion of Esau. The conquerors and the aborigines jointly
occupied the land, which was now called Edom, after the name
of the conqueror, who had in the land fifteen princes of thou-
sands, while the aborigines had but seven such princes, which
shows the superiority of the power of*the former. The tribe
of Isaac, after the separation from Esau and probably the
majority of the young men from it, being under the guidance )
of an old and blind man, seems to have become insignificant,
so that nothing transpired which was of sufficient importance to
be recorded by the ancient historian. ‘

JACOB.

Jacob had left, probably for the first time, the friendly and.
comfortable tent of his mother, and traversed the mountains
of Palestine to reach the Euphrates, in order to come to Haran,
the end of his journey. How the last words of his father,
““ And- He may bestow upon thee the blessing of Abraham,’”
reechoed in his agitated mind; how this idea was blended with
the fear that his brother might pursue after him and overtake
him; and how again both these ideas were accompanied by a
painful home-sickness, may be learned from the dream which
he had, when sleeping for the first night after his departure
from home, When at the spot where afterwards Beth EI
stood, night overtook the traveling Jacch, he took some stones
for his pillow, and laid down to sleep. He dreamed of a ladder
standing on the earth and reaching with its top up to heaven;
and, according to Josephus, persons were descending down the
ladder, that seemed more excellent than human. And the Lord
stood above him, promising him the blessing of Abraham as
his father had done; then he promised to guard him on his
way, and to bring him 'home again in safety. When Jacob
awoke, he felt overawed by his nightly vision; he therefore
poured oil on one of the stones upon which he laid, and erected
it as a pillar of memorial; he called the place Beth Kl (house
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of God), the first city however built on this spot afterwards
was called Luz. Jacob not knowing whether he had but a
dream or a divine vision, vowed a vow, if God will guard him
on his way and bring him back in- peace, he would consider
this a house of the Lord. ¢ And of all thou wilt give me,’
said he, “‘I shall give ,thee a tenth part;” ‘probably for the
maintenance of the house of the Lord which he intended to
build there. -

Jacob continued his journey towards the east, and having
arrived in the vicinity of the city of Nahar he found three
shepherds encamped with their flocks around a well. Jacob
was informed by them that they were from Nahar; that they
knew Laban, who was well; and that Rachel his daughter will
come with the flock of her father, which she tends. Rachel
indeed came, and after Jacob had rendered her the service of
rolling off the stone from the well, which shews his physical
strength to the best advantage, he told her with tears in his
eyes—he was yet not. cured of his home-sickness—that he is
the son of Rebecca. Rachel informed her father of the arrival
of the unexpected guest, who was heartily welcomed by Laban.
Jacob told him the cause of his. flight from his home, and
Laban hospitably offered him Ris house. Jacob however did
not remain there idle, he worked, which occasioned Laban to
tell him, that he does not expect him to work without wages
because being his relative; he desired him to fix his own
wages. Jacob proposed to serve seven years for the fair
Rachel, his youngest daughter, which proposal Laban cheer-
fully accepted, But when the seven years of service had
expired, Laban gave him his eldest daughter Leah instead of
Rachel; and when Jacob complained about this deception,
Laban excused himself by a custom of the place, according to
which the youngest is not permitted to be married before the
" eldest. Laban now proposed to give him -also his daughter
Rachel on condition of serving him seven years more, which
condition was accepted by the patriarch, who had now two
wives, Rachel and Leah, to each of whom was given a hand-
maid, Zilpah was given to Leah, and Bilhah to Rachel. When
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Leah was blessed with children and Rachel the favorite wife
of the patriarch was childless, the latter desired her husband
to beget children by Bilhah her handmaid, which she would
consider her own children. Jacob complied with her wishes.
But no sooner Leah perceived that her sister obtained children
by her handmaid, than she also desired her husband to beget
children by her handmaid Zilpah. dJacob complied also with
her wishes. So the patrlarch had children of four mothers.
This simple narrative, and the one of Hagar given to Abraham
by Sarah, is to show that polygamy was not customary with
the patriarchs, it occurred only under peculiar circumstances.
Jacob’s family became numerous in Haran; for his four wives
had borne to him eleven sons and one daughter, who were
named according to different circumstances. The six sons of
Ledh were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Jehudah, Isacchar and
Zebulon. The son of Rachel was Joseph. The two sons of
Zilpah were Gad and Ashar, The two sons of Bilhah were
Dan and Naphtali. Jacob had only one daughter by Leah,
whose name was Dinah. Joseph was the youngest of his
children, and he was born when the seven years of service
were expiréd, so that these twelve children were born in a
course of seven years, and Reuben was but six years older
than Joseph. When the second term of service had expired
Jacob desired to return to his father; but Laban, whose wealth
had materially increased by the faithfulness amnd industry of
Jacob, desired Jacob to stay with him and serve for wages,
Jacob demanded, as his wages, all the speckled and spottedf
cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the
spotted and speckled among the goats, which shall be born
after this day. Laban consented to this bargain, and having
separated from the herds all the animals answering the descrip-
tion ‘of Jacob, and having entrusted them to the care of his
sons, Jacob took again charge of the herds of Laban, and
tended them six years. Meantime, Jacob ingeniously contrived

that all the animals born, had the color described to be his
wages.,

Laban and his sons looked jealously upon the rapid increase ’
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of Jacob’s wealth, and they were no longer as friendly towards
him as formerly. Jacob, observing the coolness of their beha-
vior, and apprehending the danger of being violently dis-
possessed of what he properly considered his' own, perceived
a divine call—probably his mother had sent the promised
messenger—to return into the land of his fathers. He sent for
Rachel and Leah, who came to him into the field, and after
having told them that he apprehénded their father might rescue
from him bhis well-deserved wages, and that God bid him
return to his own country, they consented to return with him
to his father’s house. When Laban was absent to shear his
sheep, Jacob, improving the opportunity, took all that was his,
and started in a southwestern direction with the intention to
return to his father. Rachel took along, without the knowledge
of Jucob, the idols of her father. Three days after that, Laban
was informed of the flight of Jacob; in company with his
- friends he pursued after Jacob and overtook him after seven
days® journey on the mountains of Gilead. Laban and Jacob
had encamped on two opposite hills, as two hostile armies,
The approaching night prevented any action. At night,
however, Laban was cautioned by a divine voice—it was
probably the paternal love which arose in his heart and over-
came all other emotions—to do no injury to Jacob. When the
morning had dawned, Laban came to Jacob and rebuked him
that he fled away secretly, as he would have sent him off
honorably with song and music; and besides this, Laban asked
him why he stole his gods? Jacob felt offended by this ques-
tion, and told him concerning his apprehensions which caused
him to flee secretly; adding to this the permission or request
to search in all his tents and to take what is his, and whoso-
ever has his gods should not live. Laban searching through all
the tents without finding his gods, came also into the tent of
Rachel, who, sitting upon the images, and making excuses that
she could not rise, escaped the reproach of her father, and
probably the pain of death, for this was the punishment pro-
nounced by Jacob. When Laban had thus searched everywhere
and found nothing, Jacob gave utterance to the feelings of an
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honest man, who is accused of a crime which he did not com-
mit. Laban, however, answered with paternal affection, and
the quarrel subsided; a covenant of peace and mutual friendship,
which was concluded with a feast, was made between the
parties, in witness of which a heap of stones was erected,
which gave to the place the name of Galed (a heap of stones),
and Laban returned satisfied to Haran,

Jacob was once more an independent sheik; but he was no
longer under the protection of Laban. e had now to care for
the safety of his tribe, and he intended to cross the Jordan in
order to reach his father, 'The fear of his brother Esau
powerfully returned to his mind. Will not the offended brother,
who bad become powerful while he remained a simple shep-
herd, take vengeance for the wrongs done to him? This was
the thought which troubled Jacob severely. Twenty years of
dependency, the love he felt for his family, and probably also
the consciousness of his weakness, occasioned Jacob to resign
his claims upon the successorship to the government among the
tribe of his father, Therefore he sent messengers to his brother
Esau, commanding them, ¢ Thus you shall say to my lord, to
Lsau, thus says thy servent Jacob, I have sojourned with Laban
and stayed there till now. And Ihave oxen and asses, flocks, and
man-servants and maid-servants, and I have sent to tell my
lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.”* But his messengers
returned with the tidings that Esau, accompanied by four hun-
dred men, came to meet him. Jacob, who thought that having
removed the cause of Esau’s hatred he would be appeased, did
not know how to take that coming with an army; he was
sorely afraid that having informed Esau of his weakness, he
would wish to kill him and his family in order to obtain a rich
spoil. He thought of -counteracting this design, first by dividing
his herds and men into two camps, wherefore the place was -
called Mahnaim (double camps), which would cause them to
appear too small a recompense for so atrocious a crime, where-
as the enemy himself must reckon, if he charge and overcome
the first camp, the second one will escape by flight. And the
second means to which he resorted was sending a large and
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still larger looking present to his brother, bidding his servants
again to say words of a very submissive nature. But before he
resorted to these means, he prayed to God in warm and very sen-
sible terms in behalf of his family, not mentioning however the
promise of possessing the land of his fathers, on account of the
previous resignation to this claim. The same night Jacob had
transported his family and all he had over the river Jabbok, and
he alone remained on the other side, when a man—probably
a freebooter—attacked him, but Jacob offered a violent resist-
ance so that they wrestled for sometime, until finally Jacob was
lamed by his opponent. Jacob was now not only sorely afraid
on account of his approaching brother, but he was also lame
and unfit either to flee or to protect his family, These hours
of distress were commemorated by the family of Israel in not
eating the sinew which is upon the hollow of the thigh. Jacob
had passed Penuel, when Esau with his four hundred men met
him. Jacob bowed down obediently before his brother, not
knowing yet how this scene would end, but, contrary to his
expectations, Esau welcomed him in the most friendly manner,
‘When he asked Jacob about the cattle he had met, and Jacob
told him it was a present intended to appease him, Esau refused
to accept it, and he only then took it when Jacob pressed him to
do so. Esau invited his brother to go with him to Seir, which
Jacob declined; he also offered to Jacob the service of his men,
which was in like manner declined. Esau and Jacob were now
reconciled. Esau leaving his father’s .possessions to Jacob,
returned to the land of Edom, and Jacob stopped at a place
called afterwards Succoth (tents), on account of the tents
which Jacob had pitched there. Remarkable is it that Jacob
built for himself a house, being the first time that one of the
patriarchs had built a house. This circumstance confirms the
supposition, that Jacob must have remained for a long time at
Succoth, for Simeon and Levi can not have been older than ten
or eleven years when departing from Nahor; and boys of this
age certainly can not attack’ all the inhabitants of a city, as
they did in Shechem.

After Jacob had stayed for sometime in Succoth, he crossed
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the Jordan, probably at the same spot where once Abraham
crossed this river, for le also went to Shechem, in order to
settle on the land of his father. But when coming there he -
found the land occupied by the Emorites, and being unwilling
to make war upon the inhabitants, which would have been
imprudent as he had but few men, he bought a piece of land
where he pitched his tent, and as once his grandsire did, and
probably on the same spot, he erected an altar and worshiped
God. Although Jacob bought a picce of land near the city of
Shechem, still not all the land which he claimed in the name
of his family was occupied by the Emorites; plenty, of land was
left for his herds, which he forthwith occupied.

Dinah, the daughter of Jacob and Leah, curious to see the
daughters of that country, had left her tent; she was secn by
Shechem, the son of Hamar, the prince of the country, who
took her to his house, seduced her and kept her there, which
gave great offence to Jacob and his sons. Hamar, induced by
his son, offered to Jacob a pacific proposition to be blended
into omne tribe, which the sons of Jacob seemingly received, if
the inhabitants of Shechem be circumcised like themselves.
Hamar, partly induced by his son, and partly by the conscious-
ness that the land properly belonged to Jacob, and probably
therefore proposed the marriage of his son with the daughter
of Jacob, occasioned his people to take this step. But the
third day after the operation, when none of the inhabitants
could defend themselves, two of the offended brothers of the
dishonored Dinah massacred all the male inhabitants of the
place, the females and whatever they found in the city they
took as a spoil, and taking Dinah from the house of the seducer
brought hLer back to her parents. Jaccb saw himself now in a
horrig position; he could not well go back over the Jordan,
whereas he did not consider that land his own; he could not
well proceed south to reach his father, whereas he did not
know whether Esau will be satisfied, if he take possession of
the land of his father; he could not stay in this part of the
country, whereas he had to fear the wrath of his neighbors;
. his two sons had brought him in a position which he could not
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well farget even in his last hour, whon he told them, *¢ Cursed
be their anger, for it is fleree; and their wrath for it is crucl,*
But the moral power of a man is most prominent in the hour
of danger, and so the pious Jacob heard the divine voice,
advising him to return to Beth El, and remomber the night
when he fled from Esau his brother, and also the dream he had
there, and the vow he made at that time. Jacob cornmanded
his sons to change garments, to be cleansed, and to give up to
him the idols taken in Shechem, which he hid in the edrth;
and then they advanced towards Both El, where an altar wad
built, and the memary of the eventful night, when first sleeping
there upou a pillow of stones, was celebrated. Jacob saw part
of his dream verified; God had been with him in the night
when Laban had overtaken him; at the day when Esau met
him; and now again when he feared the wrath of his neighbors.
Here he was again rich and blessed with o large family. This
encouraged him to believe that the second part of his dream, or
rather of his wishes, will also be fulfilled; and so he was again
exprossively told by the divine voice, that be will be the heir of
Abralam and Isaac) that Esan shall molest him no more, for
his sons hove become fearless warriors. Therefore he shall no
Ionger be called Jacob (one who holds the heels, who is sub-
jected to another one), his name shall now be Isracl (Yisrael,
one who rules by Ged), Thus encouraged, Jacob proceeded
now fearlessly towards the south, aftor he bhad buried Deborah
the nurse of Rebecca, and after he had erected another pillar
calied El Beth EI, to reach the home of his father, But when
on the way, Rachel, his favorite wife, died when she had given
birth to the youngest son of Jacob, whom the dying mother
called Ben Oni (som of my aflliction), and Jacob called him
Benjamin (Benyazmin, son of my old age). Where afterwards
the town of Beth Lehem $tood, there the patriarch silently dug
a grave, veturned to the earth the fragments of Rachel for
whoin he had served fourteen yoars, and a rude stone, sanctified
by the tears of Jacob, long told the following generations,
“ Here rests Rachel, the fair, the beloved.’” The weary
patriarch pitched his tent at Migdal Eder; but here again grief
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and sorrow fell into his cup, for here he heard of the villainy
of his eldest son Reuben and his concubine Bilhah. Simple and
inexperienced had Jacob left the solitary tent of his mother,
but having passed through the sevevest hours of trial and
aflliction, he refurned an experienced and sanctified man to
his aged mother and blind father, and thought of passing the
rest of his life happily in the bosom of his numerous family;
but otherwise it was determined in the counsel of Providence.

Jucob had taken possession of his father’s property, who was
at least 160 years old, and had been blind for many years.
Jucob himself was about 100 years, gray, and bent by a sad
and joyless life. It was time for him soon to appoeint one of
his sons as his successor in the tribe. Reuben, the firstborn,
it wus well known to the brothers, had lost the eonfidence of &
their father; the swnc was the case with Simeon and Levi.
Sa the brothers supposed Jdehudah will be chosen by their
futher, and it appears that this choice would have pleased
them. But Joseph, who was the favorite of his father on
account of his mother Rachel, whom the fulher also distin-
guished from the rest of his sons, held himself more on the
side of the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah than with the sons of
Leah, which increased their suspicion that Joseph was anxious
for the dignity of being his father’s successor, Joseph had two
dreams which appeared to indicate that he really aspired to
that honor, even during the lifetime of the father, whereas he saw
that Isaac had done the same to Jacoh, He was inconsiderate
enough—being but seventeen years old—to tell his dreams to
his father in the presence of his brothers. Notwithstanding
the earnest rebuke of the father about his foolish dreams, and
his expressive declaration that he, his wife and his sons will
not bow down to him, the suspicion of the brothers increased
and produced a violent hatred against Joseph,

The sons of Jacob maintained the possession of Shechem and
the land, which they supposed to be theirs by the right of
inheritance and of conquest, They had their herds there, not
fearing the wrath of other tribes. Jacob, who was still afraid
the neighboring tribes might combine against Lis sons, sent
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Joseph to Shechem in order to bring him word of his brothers.
Joseph, after wandering about for sometime in the then unoccu-
pied land between Mamra and Shechem, finally found his
brothiers at Dothan, When his brothers saw him at a distance,
some of them proposed to kill him. But Reuben propoesed not
to kill him directly, but to throw him into one of the pits,
where he would starve to death—he intended to save Joseph
and to bring him back to his father. The brothers agreed, and
when Joseph came they stripped him cf his coat of many colors,
and then threw him into the pit. Reuben left them in order
to avoid suspicion, and the brothers sat down to their meal,
when a caravan of Ishmaelites and Midianites approached
them. Jehudah, who knew well that his words had influence
with his brothers, and probably also observing that the first
and most violent rage of anger was over, urged that if they
should sell Joseph for a slave, they would attain the same,
object of not being governed by him, as if they were to kill
him and cover his blood. Jehudah’s words were respected;
Joseph was brought up from the pit, and sold for twenty pieces
of silver to the passing merchants, who took him along down
to Egypt. Reuben returned, and almost despaized when not
finding Joseph; but it was too late, and silence was the best
policy for him. Joscph’s coat of many colors was dipped in
blood and sent to the father, who supposed a ferocious beast
had killed and devoured his son. He gave vent to the most
violent grief, and none could console him.

Jehudah had taken a wife, the daughter of a merchant whose
name was Shua; she bore unto him three sons, Er, Onan, and
Shelah. When Er had grown up he married Tamar; but Er
died childless, and Jehudah bade his son Onan’ take in mar-
riage his sister-in-law, ‘‘and raise up seed to his brother.’’
Onan obeyed, but it occurred also that Onan died childless.
Jehudah told his daughter-in-law to wait until his youngest
son had grown up. She waited for sometime, but Shelah did
not take her in marriage; wherefore she disguised herself and
sitting by the wayside, she obtained children by Jehudah,
without his knowing who she was. Jehudah was told that his
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daughter-in-law was pregnant, and he ordered her to be butned.
But when she was brought out to be executed, she sent to
Jehudah the seal, handkerchief and staff which he had left with
her as a surety. Jehudah remembered his fault, and said, she is
innocent, the fault is his, because he has not given her in
marriage to his son Shelah, and accordingly she was spared.
She gave birth to twin brothers, who were called Parez and
Zarah. From this fragment it would appear that Jehudah
separated from his brothers, but no-cause is mentioned in the
Bible, nor is it said when or why he returned.

Joseph was brought to Bgypt and was sold te Potiphar, an
officer of Pharaoh, in whose house he soon was found so useful
and honest, that his master made hifii the steward of it, giving
him unlimited authority in his house and fields. The wife of
his master fell in love with Joseph, but notwithstanding her
exertions to mislead him, Joseph adhered to the principles of
morality. When once alone with Joseph, she was so over-
ruled by her passions, that she caught Joseph by the garment,
who left a picce of it with her, and escaped. The passionate
love of the woman being thus disappointed, turned into a
furious hatred; she accused the innocent lad of having at.
tempted to seduce her, which deprived Joseph of his liberty.
He was thrown into prison, but even there he found favor in
the sight of the chief jailer, who appointed him overscer to
the other prisomers. The chief butler and the chief baker
of the king of Egypt, had committed a transgression against
their lord, wherefore they were kept in the prison where
Joseph was, until investigation should be made into their
respective cases. Joseph was ordered to minister to them.
One day he found them unusually disheartened and downcast;
when asking them the reason, he was told that a dream which
cach of them had, was the cause of their being downcast.
Joseph interpreted their dreams, according to which the chief
butler was to be restored to his office after three (ia,ys, and the
chief bakgr was to be hung after three days. Joseph entreated
the chief butler to intercede for him with Pharach, as he is
innocent. The fate of the two officers was precisely as pre-
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dicted to them by Joseph; but the chief butler forgot his
request. Two years after this, Pharaoh had a dream, which
none of his magicians and wise men, who had clevated the
interpretation of dreams almost to a science, could interpret,
The chict butler spoke to Pharaoh of the Hebrew lad, who
had interpreted his and his fellow-prisoner’s dreams so agree-
bly to truth that it literally occurred as he had predicted.
Joseph was released from his prison and brought before Pha-
raoh. The dream was narrated and he interpreted that seven
years of plenteousness will come, which will be followed by
seven years of extreme sterility ; wherefore he advised Pharaoh
to appoint officers for the purpose of storing corn during the
seven years of plenteousness, in order that the country be
supported during the following years of sterility. Pharaoh
was so surprised by the wisdom and meekness of Joseph, who
was then thirty years old, that he elevated him to the dignity
of viceroy, and gave him full powers to store provisions
throughout the whole country, and sell them afterwards
according to his own judgment, Pharaoh called Joseph
Zaphnath Phaneah (savior of the commonwealth), and gave
him in marriage Asnath, the daughter of Poti Phera, priest of
On (the chief deity of the Egyptians), by whom Joseph begot
two sons, Menassah and Ephraim,

Joseph bought and stored provisions in all parts of Egypt
during the seven years of plenteousness., And when the years
of sterility commenced, the people came to Pharach to buy
corn; but he sent them to Joseph who had chief authority in
this respect. There was famine in many neighboring countries,
but in Egypt was bread.

The sterility of Egypt had also brought famine into the land
of Canaan. dJacob advised his sons to go to ILgypt and buy
corn. The sons of Jacob, with the exception of Benjamin,
arrived in Egypt and bowed down to Joseph, whom they did
not know in his dress of an Egyptian dignitary. Joseph knew
them, and wishing to convince himself whether they had
repented of the wickedness committed on him, he treated them
with an unusual degree of harshness, telling them that he
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considers them spies, who came to ascertain the weakness of
the country. The brothers in vain endeavored to prove that
they were the sons of one father, which is not likely that ten
sons of one father would embark in such a dangerous concern; he
insisted in his accusation and sent them to prison, where he left
them for three days; after which they again appeared before him,
and he told them that he will only then believe their state-
ment, if he is convinced that they are the sons of one man;
which to prove, one of them must remain in his power, and
the others may return and bring their youngest brother of whom
they spoke. The brothers of Joseph, who did not know that he
understood their language, for he spoke to them by an inter-
preter, said fo each other, ¢“ Verily, we are guilty concerning
our brother, in that we saw the anguish of his soul when he
besought us and we would not hear, thercfore is this distress
come upon us.”” Joseph had now heard that lis brothers re-
pented; he turned from them and wept. Whether these were
tears of joy that his brothers had improved their moral cha-
racter, or a painful recollection of the past, or pity for the grief
of his brothers, we can not say; but Joseph returned to them-
composedly, and took Simeon from them, binding him in their
presence, after which he gave orders to send them away. He
took Simeon from them, because, as an ancient commentator
states, Simeon was his principal opponent, and he was afraid
the brothers might do him harm on the way., When on the
road, one of the brothers of Joseph found his money given
back unto him, and so the others did when coming home,
which increased their fear to the utmost They informed their
father of the treatment they received in Egypt, and told him
that they could -not return to Egypt unless Benjamin is sent
with them, to which Jacob objected. Reuben, however, was
foolish enough to say to his father, that he should entrust
Benjamin to his hands, and if he should not bring him back,
Jacob may kill the two sons of Reuben; his own grandchildren.
Jacob did not answer to this folly, but insisted upon not send-
ing his Youngest son with them. Jehudah, the pli'udent and
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just, who waited to plead for his brother Joseph, when his
"brothers had resolved to starve him to death, until the first
rage of anger was over, did so now. When the provisions
were consumed, he told his father that they could not go to
Lgypt unless Benjamin could go with them; but he also told
his father to entrust the lad into his hands upon his word of
honor. This had more influence on Jacob than the address
of Reuben, and he entrusted the lad into the hands of Jehudah,
recommending to them great caution—taking along presents
and money—then he prayed: ‘“And the Almighty God will
give you mercy before the man, and he will send with you
your other brother and Benjamin;®’ and then he resigned his
fate in the hands of Providence.

The eleven sons of Jacob went down again to Egypt well
provided with money, delicious fruits and spices, which the
land of Canaan produced. Arrived at the place where Joseph
resided, they were guided into the house of Joseph, who had
ordered dinner to be prepared for them, but which greatly
increased their fear, They were greatly surprised when they
were richly entertained, and Joseph had ascertained the age of
each of them by the magic power of his cup. In the morning
they were dismissed in a friendly manner; but the magic cup
of Joseph was put into the sack of Bemjamin, This was the
last trial which Joseph undertook with his brothers. He well
knew that Benjamin must now be to his father what he was to
bhim formerly; consequently the jealousy of his brothers must
now be the same towards Benjamin as it was formerly against
him. Ie knew that his brothers repented what they had done
to him, and they would not do the same to Benjamin. But he
offcred to them a chance to dispose of Benjamin without the
least cooperation on their sides, so that they were perfectly
innocent. When, therefore, the brothers had left the city,
Joseph sent after them an officer of his house, to bring back
the one who had the cup, to be Joseph’s slave. But when the
officer had overtaken them, and had found the cup in the sack
of Benjamin, they did not suffer Benjamin to return-.alone to
the city; all of them returned mournfully with him. Being
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brought before Joseph all of them fell down upon their faces
in silent gricf; none of them could speak. Jechudah could
scarcely say anything, but that all of them are now his slaves.
Joseph, however, insisted that only the one with whom the
cup was found is to be his slave, the others may return in
peace to their father. This common grief of the brothers con-
_ vinced Joseph that they really repented of their iniquity
towards him. Mecanwhile, Jehudah had composcd himself, and
he addressed to Joseph words in which boldness and sensibility
vie with each other; it is the elocution of a lion-hearted man,
who is overpowered by the grief of his aged father. e
reviewed the whole story in brief words; he represented to
Joscph the grief of his father when departing from his youngest
son; he then depicted the grief of his father, if Benjamin
should not return; and finally he told Joseph, that he, having
given his word of honor, can not possibly return, and sce him-
self dishonored in every tear and every sigh of his unfortunate
father; whercfore he proposed to be a slave unto Joseph, only
to let Benjamin return to his parent. Joseph was overpowered,
and bursting into tears he told them, ¢ I am Joseph, lives my
father yet?> The surprise of the brothers was great, but he
encouraged them with fraternal words, and bade them return to
their father and tell him of his son’s glory in Egypt, and bring
him and his family there to live happily the rest of his days.

Pharaoh also who had heard of the arrival of Josephis brothers, -

bade them take animals, wagons and provisions, to return to
Canaan, and to come down with their father and the whole of
his family. They did so, and when returning to Jacob his
mind revived at the glorious tidings. Jacob left Mamra, for
Isaac had died ten years previous to Jacob’s departure, at the
age of 180 years, and was buried by Jacob and Esau in the
cave of Machpelah, and when he came to Bear Shaba, where he
had passed the happy days of his youth, he offered sacrifices to
the God of his father Isaac. But here the mission of his tribe
came in conflict with the paternal feelings to see his son
Joseph before he dies; the former made it his duly to stay in
Canaan, as his father Isaac had done, when famine was in the
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land, and fhe latter stimulated him to go to Egypt; but the
latter triumphed, and at night, when this struggle may have
driven the slumber from his eyelids, he heard the divine voice
enconraging him to go down into Egypt, where he will become
a great nation. “° I will go down with thee to Egypt, I will
also bring thee up again and Joseph shall put his hands on
thine eyes,”” dJacob andhis family, sixty-six persons,besides the
wives of his sons, the wife and sons of Joseph, the husbands and
children of his daughters, and undoubtedly a great number of
servants (Gen., xlvi, 7), crossed the Isthmus of Suez, and reached
the province of Goshen, where he was welcomed by his son, who,
on being notified by Jehudah of the arrival of his father, had
come up from Memphis, which, it appears, was the residence
of the Pharaol, of Lower Egypt. Although Joseph married a
daughter of a priest of Heliopolis, and was himself a member
of this learned order of priests, who changed his name into
Osarsiph, still it appears from the biblical record, that he
resided in Memphis, that being the seat of government. It
appears to have been the wish of Jacob to remain in the
province of Goshen, not only because this was a well-watered
and little-occupied country, and because the Egyptians were
religiously prejudiced against shepherds; but chiefly on account
of being near the frontiers of Canaan, which enabled the tribe
to maintain its possessions in that country. Joseph thercfore
when acquainting Pharach with the arrival of his tribe and
introducing to the king five of his brothers, did not tell
him that they were husbandmen; he merely stated that they
were keepers of sheep; and whereas they could not find suffi-
cient of pasture in Canaan they wished to stay for a time in
the well-watered ‘plains of Goshen uniil the famine was over
Pharaoh received them kindly, and directed Joseph to give
them the best part of the land of Goshen. So Joseph gave
them possession in the then best part of the province of
Goshen, in the district afterwards called Raamses, where he
provided them with all that was necessary for their support.
He also introduced his father to Pharaoh, in which interview
the statement of the aged Jacob is interesting to the historian;
3
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““ And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, the days of the years of my
pilgrimage arc an hundred and thirty years; few and evil have
been the days of the years of my life, and I have not attained
the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of
their pilgrimage.” (1695 5. c.)

The famine increased in Egypt and Caanan, with every year
of sterility; the money of those two countries was brought for
food into the treasury of Pharaoh; the cattle too was sold to
the king for provisions; but the years of sterility and scarcity
still heavily lasted upon the suffering people. They sold their
estates and finally their persons to the king to escape starva-
tion.

Joseph, in order to guard the country against similar ealami-
ties, caused the agriculturists to live together in towns, in
order to improve civilization, the best guard against famine,
and ordered that the fifth part of the produciions of the soil
should be delivered to Pharaoh, to be preserved in the royal
storehouses, as the means of protecting the country against
similar afllictions which, however, gave to the king despotic
prerogatives. Still the people were well satisfied with that
reorganization of the royal government from which the priests
were exempted, who lived in cities and reccived their salary
from the king in provisions. and consequently neither sold
their estates nor their persons to the king.

Joseph saved and improved Egypt, therefore, his name gave
birth to many fables and legends among the Egyptians. They
called the pyramids ‘‘storehouses of Joseph;” many wells
were digged and many dams and canals were built by him, and
also the exsiceation of the Delta was ascribed to him. Manetho
confounded the name of Joseph with that of Moses. His
Osirsiph literally signifies Joseph; if it be granted, that the
term Joseph is contracted of Yah and yoseph; if we adopt for
Yah, the Hchrew term denoting God, the Egyptian term
Osiris, the priests. of Egypt, of whom Manctho copied, must
have called Joseph Osirseph. To this comes yet the peculiar
circumstance, that Manetho. gallg Osirseph a priest of Helio-
polis, and that Joseph had taken in marriage the daughter of a
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priest of On or Helios identical ‘l.H.tll Osirls, and as an officer of

s0 high w vank, necessarily mnst have belonged to some one
clerical order. o also called Joseph Salatis, as he might have
heen namned in the records of another temple according to the
vory letter of the Bible. ¢ And Joseph was the Shalit*
(Genesis xlii, 6). The Coran narrates the story of Joseph
differently from the biblical account; and the Moslems have
hooks containing the supposed loves of Joseph and Zuleikdh,
the wife of Potiphar, who, they allege, was the daunghter of
Pharach. Boms loarned men have contended that the Egyptians
worshiped Joseph as Osiris, Apis and Scrapis, and also under
the names of the second Hermes, Tammuz and Adonis,

Jacob lived soventeen years in Fgypt: he saw his family
rapidly increase in number and wealth, and being near his son
Joseph he did not urge his sons to return to Canaan, passing
the evening of his eventful life in the midst of his flourishing
descendants. 'Whpn the moment of death a.pproachegl, Iie con-
voked his twelve sons, and aftor having been promised by
Joseph, that his body should be interred by the side of his pro-
genitors at IHebron, he ordered the affairs of his family,
conferring upon each of his sons, also vpon the sons of the
handmaids, the dignity of an independent sheik, or head of a
tribe, to each of whom he assigned a certain portion of the
land of Canaan, and appointed one common chief for all of
them, to be the leader of the whole family, This dignity, as
well as a double portion of the inheritance, was due to Reuben
his firgt-born sen, according to ancient custom; but this som
was °* hasty ag water;’* he stood accused of having defiled the
hed of his father; consequently the right of a double portion of
the inheritance was conferred upon Joseph, so that his two
sons, Mcenasha and Ephraim were given equal claims on the
land with the sons of Jacob, which, however, was only then
a double f)ortion, as Jacob intended it to bLe, if the land had
been equally divided among the tribes, and not according to the
number of persons as was really done afterwards, Jacob could
not confer that superior dignity upon Simeon or Levi, who
were next inage to Reubon, because they were violent and
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fierce men, thercfore he did not even confer upon them the
dignity of being independent sheiks, distributing their descend-
ants among the other tribes. Ie next came to the lion-like
Jehudah, before whom the sons of his father should bow down;
he conferred upon him the dignity of being the head of the
family, nearly in the same terms as he once received that
dignity from the hands of his father (Genesis, xxvii, 28, 29).
After having expressed his confidence that Jchudah, like the
young lion going out for prey, should advance at the head of
his brothers, and take possession of the land of Canaan, which
he considered his own, he said to his sons, *“No tribe shall depart
from Jehudah, nor shall the commander depart from between
his feet [men], until he shall have come to Shiloh [the capital
of Canaan], and the nations [of Canaan,] shall have submitted
to him’’ (Genesis, xlix, 10), limiting his supremacy to such a
period of time as might be necessary to regain possession of
the land. After having thus ordered the government of his
family, he blessed each of his sons agreeably to their capacities
and inclinations, and also according to the nature of the tract
of land assigned to each of them,* and died at an age of 147
years (1678 B. c.).

““ Father Jacob did not die,” the ancient sages said; his
spirit was impressed upon his numerous family, his piety ani-
mated the hearts of his sons; his institutions lasted for a long
period of time, and his memory is still blessed by the pious
and good of all nations. The body of the patriarch was care-
fully embalmed by the physicians of Joseph during forty days,
which were followed by seventy days of public mourning, all
of which was done exactly in the style of the ancient Egypt-
ians.f .Joseph, by special permission of Pharaoh, together .
with ‘the- male descendants of Jacob and a large number of .
Egyptians, chariots and horses, as due to an Egyptian
dignitary of high rank, eonveyed the body of Jacob to Canaan;
and after mourning seven days, according to the customs of the
Hebrews, he was interred in the family sepulchre at Hebron.

* Herder Briefe, das Studium der Theologie betreffend ; Brief, v,
t Herod. Lib. ii, cap. 85, 86; Diodor. Biblioth, Ljb. i, p. 58.
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Having returned to Lgypt, the brothers of Joseph apprehended
his just retaliation, and therefore besought him in the name of
his father to pardon them. If any thing more was necessary
to characterize Joseph as one of the noblest of the human
race, it was his affectionate answer to his brothers; he not
only pardoned them and attempted to persuade them that
they had committed no wrong; but he even looked upon their
grievous crime, of having sold him, as the cause of his fortune,
their preservation, and the salvation of Egypt. Joseph was,
so to say, the moral result of the patriarchal virtues, as they
were developed in the tribe of Abraham; he was an affectionate
son, a kind brofher, a faithful servant, a moral and pious man,
a wise governor, and a devout minister to Pharaoch. He died
at the age of 110 years, fifty-four years after the death of his
father (1624 8. c.), after having cducated Machir his grandson.
He was embalmed and deposited in a coffin to be removed to
Palestine, when his family shall return, as he had caused them

to promise under oath.

THE TITLE OF THE ISRAELITES TO THE LAND
OF CANAAN,

Before we conclude this chapter, it is necessary to a better
understanding of history to drop some remarks on the title of
the Israelites to the land, which they afterwards claimed as
theirs. This point especially deserves our notice, whereas a great
deal of ingenuity and learning has been wasted to establish the
fact, that the Israelites had no legal claim on Palestine, and
that their invasion and conquest of Canaan was an act of
robbery. Considering the following passages, we will be
convineed, that the patriarchs ‘had undisturbed possession of
the land of Canaan for the space of two hundred and fifteen
years. God said to Abraham, “'To thy seed I will give this
land; *’ in consequence of which Abraham took possession of
the land, erected an altar as a mark of possession, and actually
occupied it (Genesis xii, 7-13). After this, God tells Abraham
that he will give the whole land wunte him and unto his seed,
upon which Abraham traveled through the land, and again
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built an altar as a token of oveupation (Genesis xiii, 14-18),
Next we are informed, that God told Abraham, 1 am the
Lord who brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldecs, to give fo
thee this land to possess it »* (ibid xv, 8). ** And ! have given
unte thee and to 1y seed after thee, the land in which thoa
sojournest, the whole land of Canaan for an clernal possession®’
(ibid xvii, 8). These passages plainly inform us, that the Jand
was givei to Abraham to be inherited by his descendants; that
he actually took possession of it and oecupicd it, and that none
contested his claims. The same is the case with Isanc, {o
whom God said, * Abide in this land and 1 will be with thee;
for fo thee and to thy seed I will give ail these lands*** (ibid
xxvi, 3, 4). He occupied the land of his father considering
himself the legal heir of it, and the only contest we meet is in
Phelistia, but everywhere else he wasin uninterruptod possession
of the land; whercfore he said to Jacob, his son, *° And he
will give fo thee the blessing {possession) of Abraham, o thee
and to thy seed with thee, to possess the land in which thou
sojournest, which God fes given to Abraham’ (ibid xviii, 4).
The same idea is expressed in the dream of Jacoh, “‘ Tho Tand
upon which thou layest I will give fo thee and to thy seed »
(ibid xviii, 12); and when he had roturned to Canaan, ““And
the Tand which I heve given to Abraham and Isaae, I shall
give to thee, and to thy seed I shall give the land » (ibid xxxv,
12). Jacob actually occupied the land as the legitimate heir
of Isaac, and in this capacily he divided it among his sons
(ibid xlix). It was occupied not merely for pastoral purposes;
there are distinet traces of agricultural cmployment in the
express statement about Isaac when in Phelistia (ibid xxvi, 12);
in the blessing which Isaac conferred upon Jacob (ibid xxvii,
28, 87); in the dream of Joseph (ibid xxxvii, 7), and in Jacoh's
last words. But, besides this, the passages quoted before, the
alturs built, the wells digged, and the grdve planted, would be
sufficient to entitle us to the assertion, that the patriarchs
were in an uninterrupted and uncontested possession of the

¥ To the Euphrates, vide Genesis xv, 18-21,
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land of Canaan for the space of two hundred and fiftcen years;
consequently, it was no longer a merely promised land, but it
was the property of the patriarchs, according to all laws of
natural justice. The objections which might be made against
the assertion, are, that the Bible recognizes other nations to
have existed in Canaan simultaneously with the patriarchs, and
that they had, at least, the same claim upon the soil as
the patriarchs. We admit this, and we have stated before,
that they only took possession of such tracts of land which
had not previously been occupied; and the fact, that this was
the most fertile and most beautiful part of the country, is no
mean cvidence to the effect, that the aborigines must have been
but very few in number. This hypothesis is powerfully sup-
ported by the facts, that Abraham with three hundred and
cighteen warriors routed the army of Kedarleomer and his
allies, who had conquered cleven nations in the south and
southeast of Palestine; that Abimelech made a treaty with
the patriarch, in which it was stipulated, that they should do
no harm to him and his descendants, and that he said to Isaac,
““Thou art much too mighty for us;” that Shechem said of
Jacob and his few men, who was afraid of Laban and Esau,
, ““ These men are peaceably disposed to us;” and that the whole
population underwent the pain of circumeision, that the family
of Jacob might amalgamate with them; that two sons of Jacob
could massacre all the males of the city, and the aborigines
of Canaan had not the boldness to avenge the wrong; and that
Joseph in wandering between Hecbron and Shechem lost his
way, where, "as it seems, no settlement existed. The few
aboriginal tribes, to all of whom the patriarchs, it appcars,
were superior in wealth and nwmerical strength, as well as in
the possession of land, acknowledged the supremacy of the
tribe of Abraham. This fact is stated directly by Nicolaus,
of Damascus, quoted by Joscphus, as we have stated above,
and by the sons of Heth. A prince of the Lord art thou
amongst us.” It is no less plainly mentioned in the alliance
of Abraham with Aner, Eshcol and Mamre (Genesis xiv, 13, 14):
in the treaty of Isaac and Abimelech (ibid xxvi. 26-29), and in
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the blessing of Isaac: * T'he nations will serve thee, and the
tribes bow down unto thee.” Isaac could not have conferred a
dignity upon his intended successor which he himself did unot
possess,

It is therefore cvident, that the partriarchs were the lords of
Canaan, partly by possessing the best part of the land, partly
by their superiority in numerical strength, and partly by the
acknowledgment of their supremacy by the aborigines; the
words, ““ The land which I have given to Abraham and Isaac,?’
must be taken literally.

This supremacy was not achieved with the force of the
sword; for if so it would be mentioned in our sources as well
as the expedition of Abraham against Kedarleomer, and the
massacre of Shechem by the sons of Jacob. Abraham came
to Canaan that the nations of the earth should be blessed by
him, and it was the power of suasion, of truth, of piety,~—then
religion was the mainspring of all human actions—and true
wisdom, by which that supremacy was gained and maintained.
The altars built by the patriarchs, the praise bestowed upon
Abraham by Malkizedck, king of Salem, the terms ¢ Thou
art a prince of the Lord among us,’’ and the whole tenor of
our sources are indicative to the same effect,

The next objections we have to refute are these: Jacob in
his last words, and especially those to Jehudah, spoke of taking
Canaan by war, this is too plain to be denied; which would
inform us of the unamicable feelings of the aborigines towards the
tribe of Abraham, at least against Jacob. To this comes the
fact, that the possession of the land was interrupted by their
stay in Egypt, consequently they forfeited their claims on the
land. We can not discuss this question before we have proceeded
farther in our history; we will then show, that during the ab-
sence of Jacob other nations overran and subjected the country,
forcibly preventing the Israelites from retaking the land which

was theirs by divine and by natural justice; by divine pro-

mise, actual, nninterrupted and uncontested occupation by the
fathers.

i
i
i
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CHAPTER 1I.
THE ISRAELITES IN EGYPY, THE EXODE. (1695-1485, b. C,}

ArTER we are informed, at the cnd of Genesis, that Jacob
and Joseph died, and again at the beginning of Exodus, that
Joseph and thai whole generation died; our sources confinue
that the ehildren of Isruel were fruitful, increascd in nmumber
and strength, and *¢ There arose up & new king over Egypt who
kuew not Joseph,’” and they were miscrably enslaved. From
the timo when Jucob came to Egypt to the death of Joseph was
about seventy ycars; Levi lived twenty-three years after Josoph,
not having been more than four years older than the former,
( Bmodus vi, 16), consequently there is a period of ahout ninety
yeurs of peace and prosperity, of which we know no more than
that ** the children of Isracl were fruitful and increased abund-
antly, and multiplied and waxed cxceedingly mighty; and the
land was filled with them,’’ so that the new king of Egypt who
knew mnot Joseph, could say, * Behold, the children of Isracl
arc more humerous and mightier than we.?

Besides this, the Bible ¢ontains s few particnlars in reference
to that time; we learn (Genesis 1) that the Israelites wero
received in Igypt as the family of their benefactor, were given
the province of Raamses, ealled so by anticipation, in the most
fertile distriet of Goshen between the anciént Pelusaic branch
of the Nile, the Isthmus of Suez and the mountains of Attaka;
and that they after the lapse of seventeen years werc so
naturalized in Egypt, thot when roturning to Canaan to bury
Jaeob, they were considered to be Egyptians. It appears,
therefore, that they lived well satisfied in Egypt, not being
disturbed by the Egyptians in cither their religious views or in
their occupations for nearly one century. Sill the author of
Clironicles mentions an invasion of the men of Gath in the pro-
vinee of Goshen, during the lifetime of Ephraim, son of Joseph.
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““ And the sons of Ephraim, Shuthelali, and Bered his som,
and Tahath his son, and Eladah his son, and Tahath his son,
and Zabah his son, and Shuthelah his son, and ¥zer, and
Elead, whom the men of Gath that were born in that land slew.
when they came down to take away their cattle. And Ephraim
their father mowned many days, and his brethren came to
comfort him. And when he went in to his wife, she conceived
and bare a son, and he called his name Beriah, because it went
evil with his house” (I Chron. vii, 20-23). ‘“And Beraah
and Semah, who were heads of the fathers of the inhabitants
of Ajalon, arc those who drove away the inhabitants of Gath™
(ibid wviii, 13). These passages plainly inform us, that the
Israclites were attacked by the inhabitants of Gath; this attack
was rencwed several tics, and while the sons of Benjamin
succeeded in repelling the cnemy, the sons of Ephraim lost
some of their men. This invasion must have taken place at
an early stage of our histery, whereas Ephraim was still living,
and the Israclites still were independent warriors. In support
of this fact it may be quoted, that Josephus mentions an ancient
hatred and quarrcl between the Israelites and Phelistines to
have existed at the time of the exode (Antigu. 1I, xv, 3);
which is also noticed in the Bible (Ezodus xiii, 17). The
passage in Chronicles informs us, that the invaders were not
the aborigines of Gath, but the men of Gath who were born in
that land. A new race must have emigrated to Gath, of which
the invaders were the descendants born in Gath.  If we com-
pare the peaccable spirit of the Phelistines in the time of the
patriarchs, with their warlike expeditions throughout the whole
- of ancient history, it becomes almost evident, that a new race
must have emigrated into Phelistia and subjected the aborigines
by the force of the sword. The author of -Joshua has left us
an account of a nation inhabiting Phelistia and a large part of
Palestine, who were of a warlike dispoéition, and who did not
exist there in the time of the patriarchs. *‘And at that time
came Joshua and cut off the Anakims from the mountains, from
Hebron, from Debir, from .Anab, and from all the mountains of
Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel: Jushua destroyed
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them utterly with their citics. There were none of the Ana-
kims left in the land of the children of Israel, only in Gaza,
in Gath, and in Ashdod, there remained (xi, 21, 22). The
spics of Moscs too found them in Hebron and elsewhere, where
formerly the Hitites led a peaceable life. The invaders who
slew the sons of Ephraim were the Anakims born in Gath, the
fathers of whom had emigratcd to that city.

It is necessary to a proper understanding of history to dcvmtc
from our general coursc, and investigate the origin and nature
of this unknown race. Numbers xiii, 33, we are informed by
the report of the spies, that the Anakims or the sons of Analk,
arc of the Nephilim or giants, which is confirmed by other
hiblical passages (Deutron. i, 28, ix, 2). Deutronomy ii, 10, we
-are further informed that the Anakims were identical with the
Rephaim, consequently either Rephaim, Nephilim and Anakim
were three names for the same race of men, or they were names
of three different tribes of the same hation; in cither case we
must trace back their history to the antedilavian period, where
we read, ‘‘ The Nephilim (giants) were on the carth in those
days, and also after that; when the sons of the gods came in
unto the daughters of men, and they bore children to them; the
same were the heroes who were ever the men of renown.””
According to this passage the Nephilim, the giants, heroes and
the men of renown, with whom we mcet again in the myths
of all ancient nations, were not the descendants of the sons of
the gods and the daughters of men; but they were on earth
before and after that sexual connection took place. Moses did
not inform us about their origin; we are left to suppose that
they were the descendants of Cain. If it were our province
we could prove their early existence over the whole of Asia,
and their long and bloody warfares with almost all the Asiatic
nations, which gave rise to the numerous giant fables in ancient
mythology. It is sufficient to our present plan to know, that
they ‘“were ever the herces and the men of renown.” In
Genesis Rabbah (xxvi), where the identity of the antediluvian
Nephilim with the Rephaim and Anakim is mentioned as an
unquestiona.ble matter, they are characterised as an immoral,
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violent and rough race of men, who paid no regard to cither
divine or human laws; subsisting oy robbery, and crime, and
disregarding even the sacred ties of matrimony; to which their
very nanic affords no mean evidence, for Nephilim literally
signifies the fallen, those who fell from the height of moral
humanity, :

We meet them again in the time of Abraham, when Kedar-
leomer, the Syrian king, and his allies, came down into Arabia
Petriea and routed them on all points (Genesis xiv). This
appears to us'to be one of the numerous struggles between the
Noachides and the corrupted race of the Nephilim, so that an
unquenchable hatrefl existed between those two different races
of men. On this occasion we find them divided into five
different tribes, the Rephaim, Susim, Emim, called so by anti-
cipation, Hori and Amalek. This was not the end of the
struggle; Esau continued it successfully against the Honri,
Ammon overcame the Samsumim or Susim, and Moab over-
came the Emim (Deutr. ii). This latter struggle could not
well have taken place before the latter part of Jacob’s life;
for Ammon and Moab were born almost simultanecously with
Isaac; and Lot having lost all his wealth at the destruction
of Sedom, it was certainly long after it, when his descendants
succeeded to collect such a powerful tribe as to be able to
drive that old giant race from their lands. It appears, there-
fore, that when the patriarch Jacob had gone to Egypt, the
Rephaim, Anakim or Nephilim, who had been driven from
their lands, overrun Palestine and Phelistia, making them-
selves masters of the land, and holding it until driven from
Palestine by Joshua, and in Phelistia we find them as late as
the days of David (2 Samuel xxi). On the other side of Jordan
but a few of them remained; so that in the days of Moses it
was but Og, the king of Bashan, who remained of the Rephaim,
still the whole province was called land of Rephaim (Deutr.
iii). They had emigrated to the west, where many traces of
them existed; there was the valley of Rephaim, near Jerusa-
lem, and the land of Rephaim, west of Jordan, mentioned by
Joshua (xvii, 16). Hebron was called Kiriath Arba, on account
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of the four sons of Anak residing there, and on the road
between Gaza and Pelusium, the name Rafu or Rephie is still
found; it is a place about 15 miles southwest of Gaza, where,
round a fountain considerable ruins of large jJuildings mark
the spot, where once those Rephaim. had their head-quarters
hetween Egypt and Phelistia,* '

In order to have a full account of the expulsion of the
Rephaim or Anakim from Arabia, we must yet quote a pas-
sage of Josephus. * Now for all these sons (of Keturah) and
grandsons, Abraham contrived to settle them in colonies; and
they took possession of Troglodytes, and the country of Arabia
the Happy, as far as it reaches to the Red Sea.” Here, again,
we sce the Anakims, as we shall henceforth call that race of
giants, driven from the deserts by the Noachides, and especially
by the branches of the tribe of Abraham, as Esau, Ammon
and Moab had done; for that the Troglodytes or the Hori
mentioned in Scripture are idemtical with the Anakims has
been sufficiently proved by the learned Rapoport,T based upon
the several statements of the rabbinical literature in com-
parison to Robinson and Smith’s learned inquiry of the identity
of Eleutheropolis and Bethogabra, which has been adopted
also by Dr. K. B. Stark.] The subterranean palaces, which
Robinson described, in the vicinity of Eleutheropolis of Pales-
tine, which undoubtedly were found, and gave the same name
to a city in Idumea, are other traces of the westward course of
the Anakim; in which the most remarkable fact is, that the
giants of the Scandinavian myths, as well as of the Sclavonic,
Greek, and Hindu nations, are supposed to have lived in clefts
of rocks, and in the interior of mountains. It is very natural
to believe, that those Anakim also came to Egypt, and attacked
the Israelites as their old and natural enemies. Traces of their
permanent exislence in Egypt have reached us by the Greek
geographers. According to Arternidorus,§ the coast from the

* Ritter’s Geography, Thl, xiv, p. 137-146. Gaza’s Kuestenstrasse,’
t Erech Milin, art. Eleutheropolis.

{ Gaza, &e., Jena, 1852, s 19,

$ Apud Strabo, B. 16, p. 768, 775.
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Gulf of Suez to Berenicc was inhabited by the Troglodytes,
who made their dwellings in the cxcavated rock, of whom also
Herodotus (ii, 104) gives an account. Comparing these
accounts with the strange tales which Greck and Roman writers
related about the gigantic figure and the detestable mode of
life of that race of men, who also inhabited the interior of
Egypt,* we are convinced that they were identical with the
Anakims of Scripture.

The best account of the Anakims’ invasion of Egypt, has
reached us in the fragments of Masietho,T which Josephus pre-
served in his refutation of Apion. We set them before our
readers as we found them. ¢ There was a king of ours whose
name was Timous. Under him it came to pass, I know not
how, that God was averse to us, and there came, after a sur-
prising manner, men of ignoble birth out of the eastern parts,
and had boldness enough to make an expedition into our
country, and with ease subdued it by force, yet without our
hazarding a battle with them. So when they had gotten those
that geverned us under their power, they afterwards burnt
down our cities, and demolished the temples of our gods, and
used all the inhabitants in a most barbarous manner; nay,
some they slew, and led their children and their wives into
slavery. At length, they made one of themselves king, whose
name was Salatis; he also lived at Memphis, and made both
the upper and lower regions pay tribute, and left garrisons in
places that were the most proper for them. He chiefly aimed
at securing the eastern parts, as foreseeing that the Assyrians,
who had +hen the greatest power, would be desirous of that
kingdom and invade them; and as he found in the Saite Nomas
(Sethroite) a city very proper for his purposes, and which lay
upon the Bubastic channel, but with regard to a certain theo-
logical notion was called Advaris; this he rcbuilt, and made
very strong by the walls he built around it, and by a most

*Pliny, N, H,, c. 30. . )

T Manetho, the high priest of the temple of Isis, at Sebeunytus, in Lower
Egypt, in the reign of Ptolemy Logi (322-284 B. c.), wrote a history of
Egypt.
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numerous garrison of two hundred and forty thousand armed
men, which he put into it to keep it, Thither Salatis came in
summer time, partly to gather his corn, and pay his soldiers
their wages, and partly to exercise his armed men, and thereby
to terrify foreigners, When this man had reigned thirteen
years, after him reigned another, whose name was Beon, for
forty-four years; after him reigned another, called -Apaclma.s;
thirty-six years and seven months; after him Apophis reigned
sixty-one years, and then Janias fifty years and one month;
after all these reigned Asis forty-nine years and two months.
And those six were the first rulers among them, who were all
along making war with the Egyptians, and were very desirous
gradually to destroy them to the very roots. This whole nation
was styled Hycsos, that is, shepherd kings; for the first syllable
Hyc, according to the sacred dialect, denotes a king, as is sos,
a shepherd; but this, according to the ordinary dialect; and of
these is compounded Hycsos; but some say, that these people
were Arabians. These people, whom we have before named
kings and shepherds also, and their descendants also, kept pos-
session of Egypt five hundred and eleven years.” Manetho,
continues, ‘* that the kings of Thebais, and of other parts of
Egypt, made an inswrrection against the shepherds, and that a
terrible and long war was made between them.” He says,
farther, ‘¢ That under a king, whose name was Alisphrag-
muthosis, the shepherds were subdued by him; and were,
indeed, driven out of other parts of Egypt, but were shut up
in a place that contained ten thousand acres. This place was
named Avaris.”> Manetho, says, that the shepherds built a
wall round all this place, which was a large and strong wall,
and this in order to keep all their possessions and their prey
within a place of strength, but that Thummosis, the son of
Alisphragmuthosis, made an attempt to take them by force
and by siege, with four hundred and eighty thousand men to lie’
round about them; but that, upon his despair of taking the
place by that siege, they came to a composition with them,
that they should leave Egypt and go, without any harm to be
done to them, whithersoever they would; and that after this
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composition was made, they went away with their whole
families and effects, not fewer in number than two hundred
and forty thousand; and took their journey from Egypt through
the wilderness for Syria, but that, as they were in fear of the
Assyrians, who had then the dominion over Asia, they built a
city in that country, which is now called Judea, and that large
enough to contain this great number of men, and called it
Jerusalem.” The second fragment of Manetho, quoted by
Josephus, is this:  Amenophis, king of Egypt, was desirous
to see the gods; he communicated his desire to a prophet, also
called Amenophis, who told him, that he might see the gods, if
he would clear the whole country of the lepers and of the other
impure people. The king was pleased with this injunction,
and got together all that had any defects in their bodies, out of
Igypt, whose number was eighty thousand, whom he sent
to those quarries which arc on the east side of the Nile, that
they might work in them, and might be separated from the
rest of the Egyptians. After those, that were sent to work in
the quarries, had continued in that miserable state for a long
while, the king was desired to set apart the city of Avaris,
which was then left desolate by the shepherds, for their habita-
tion and protection; which desire he granted them. Now this
city, according to the ancient theology., was Typhon’s city.
But when these men were gotten into it, and found the place
fit for a revolt, they appointed themselves a ruler out of the
priests of Heliopolis, whose name was Osarsiph; and they took
their oaths that they would be obedient to him in all things,
He then, in the first place, made this law for them: that they
should neither worship the Egyptian gods, nor should abstain
from any one of those sacred animals which they had held in
the highest esteem, but kill and destroy them all; that they
should join themselves to nobody, but to those that were of
his confederacy. When he had made such laws as these, and
many more such as were mainly opposite to the customs of the
Egyptians, he gave orders that they should use the multitude
of the hands they had in building walls about their city, and
make themselves ready for a war with king Amenophis, while
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he did himself take into his friendship the other priests, and
those that were polluted with them, and sent ambassadors to
those shepberds who had been driven out of the land by
Tethmosis, to the city called Jerusalem; whereby he informed
them. of his own affajrs, and of the state of those that had
been treated in such an ignominious manner, and desired that
they would come with one consent to his assistance in this
war against Egypt. He also promised that he would, in the
first place, bring them back to their ancient city and couniry
Avaris, and provide a plentiful maintenance for their mullitude,
that he would protect them and fight for them as occasion
should require, and would easily reduce the country under their
dominion. These shepherds were all very glad of this message,
and came away with alacrity, altogether, being in number two
thousand men; and in a little time they came to Avaris. And
now Amenophis, the king of Egypt, upon his being informed
of their invasion, was in great confusion, as calling to mind
what Amenophis, the son of Papis, had foretold him; and, in
the first place, he assembled the multitude of the Egyptians,
and toock counsel with their leaders, and sent for their
sacred animals; especially for those that were principally wor-
shiped in their temples, and gave a particular charge to the
priests distinetly, that they should hide the images of their
gods with the utmost care. He also sent his son Sethos, who
was also named Ramesses, from-his father Rhampses, being but
five years old, to a friend of his. - He then passed on with the
rest of the Egyptians, being three hundred thousand of the most
warlike of them, against the encmy who met them. Yet he
did not join battle with them; but thinking that would be
fighting against the gods, he returned and came to Memphis,
where he took Apis and the other sacred animals for which he
had sent, and presently marched into Ethiopia, together with
his whole army and multitude of Egyptians; for the king of
Ethiopia was under an obligation to him; on which account
he received him, and took care of all the multitude that was
with him, while the country supplied all that was necessary
for the food of the men. He also alloted cities and villages for
4
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this exile, that was to be from its beginning during those
fatally determined thirtecn ycars. Morcover, he pitched a
camp for his Ethiopian army, as a guard to king Amenophis,
upon the borders of Egypt. And this was the state of things
in Ethiopia. But for the people of Jerusalem, when they came
down together with the polluted Egyptians, they treated the men
in such a barbarous manner, that those who saw how they sub-
dued the forementioned country, and the horrid wickedness of
which they were guilty, thought it a most dreadful thing; for
they did not only set the cities and villages on fire, but were
not satisfied till they had been guilty of sacrilege, and destroyed
the images of the gods, and used them in roasting those sacred
animals that used to be worshiped, and forced the priests and
prophets to be the executioners and murderers of the sacred
animals, and then cjected them naked out of the country. It
was also reported, that the priest who ordained their polity and
their laws, was by birth of Heliopolis, and his name Osarsiph,
from Osyris, who was the god of Heliopolis; but that when he
went over to these people his name was changed, and he was
called Mosgs,”

The account of Manetho is too contradictory of itself, and
to other historical sources, to deserve our implicit faith. He
has three different accounts of the fortification of Avaris by
Salatis, by the last of the shepherd kings, and by Osirsiph.
Avaris, in which the retreating shepherds held out against the
king of Egypt, covered an arca of ten thousand acres of land,
so fortified that the large army of the Egyptians could find no
weak place to attack its garrison, which is a matter of impos-
sibility; still, he adds, that the retreating shepherds built
Jerusalem, large enough for all of them with their familics and
effects, which is another impossibility, The shepherds, two
hundred and forty thousand strong, were obliged to leave
Egypt; but uniting afterwards two hundred thousand strong,
with the eighty thousand polluted Egyptians, the king, not-
withstanding the friendship of Ethiopia, could not even join
in battle with them, and was obliged to leave the country to
their mercy for thirteen years, which is no less unlikely than
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the former. No less unlikely is his statement, that the king
yielded the strong Avaris to eighty thousand ill-trcated and
ejected Egyptians; or that the shepherds left their new set-
tlements to assist a body of leprous men, among whom were
a number of cripples, according to his own statement, No
higtorian. has yet suceeded in accounting for the five hundred
and cloven years of the reign of the Hyksos, as Manetho
states, in comparison with other historical documents or
monuments, or to find any one of lhe six names of ithe shep-
herd kings menticned by him, in any other historical document
or monument. DBesides this, it must be roemarked, that while
he did not at all mention the Isvaclites, for the Hyksos were the
lords and not the slaves of ¥gypt, and the eighty thousand
polluted men were Egyptians, as he himself statos—still he men-
tioncd Moses and the Mosaic dispensation too plainly to be mis-
understood, and not only made of him an Egyptian by descent,
but also called him by the name of Jogoph, whom he also men-
tioned ag the first king of tho Hyksos, which is supported
not only by the above philological statement, but”also by
Manetho’s own statement, that Salatis came to Avaris to gather
his corn, We are, therefore, obliged to adopt so much enly of
his account, as we can support by other historical evidences.
There were shepherd kings in Egypt; for we have to this
cffect the testimony of other historians. IHorodotus (I, 124,
126-128) states, that during a period, before the beginning of
the cightcenth dynasty, of one hundred and six years, all sorts
of vices ruled in Egypt. Hc could not learn the names of
those rulers, whercas the Egyptians did not much like o pro-
nounce their names. These rulers, he mentioned in conmection
with the builders of the pyramides, who, he says, were called
Cheops and his brother Chephren, who were the oppressors of,
the people, and practiced all sorts of vices. He then continues,
that it is also said, the pyramides were built by a shepherd,
whose name was Philistis or Philistion. This ¢orrosponds
with the testimony of Rusebius, who states, that the seven-
teenth dynasty consisted of four Phenician shepherd kings,
who tyrannized over Egypt one hundred and three years, under
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four kings, viz: Saites, reigned nineteen years; Bnon reigned
forty years; Apophis reigned fourteen years; and Archles reigned
thirty years. Diodorus (I, 63, 64) agrees with Herodotus
in respect to one hundred and six years of the occupation of
Egypt by a foreign and detested race of men, who were the
builders of the pyramides, for which the stones were brought
from Arabia; he only differs in the names and number of ruleis
of that dynasty., The Myksos went to Palestine after their
expulsion from Egypt; this was critically ascertained by Heyne,
and by Kenrick.*

Typhon, or Baal Zephon, the god of the Hyksos, is identical
with the Dagon of the Phelistines; and the myths of that god
belong more to Phelistia than to Egypt (Dr. Shenk, Gaza);
in Egypt, Typhon was an impaired, captured and inimical
deity, thus hated, that his name was not mentioned (Plut. c.
30); to this must be taken the name Philistis, mentioned by
Herodotus, and the words of the prophet Amos xi, 7, and we
arrive at the fact, that Phelistia was the pi‘incipal seat of the
Hyksos," from which point they overrun Egypt, and afterwards
-all Palestine, precisely corresponding with the biblical records
of the Anakims. 'The Anakims came from Arabia; and
Manetho remarks, that some said they were Arabs. Typhon,
their god. principally was the god of the wilderness, in which
popular superstitions always sought the hosts of evil spirits,
as even some passages of the Bible inform us; and that the
Anakims were the worshipers of Typhon, is evident from their
being a nation of the wilderness, and from the description
given of them in Genesis Rabbah (xxvi), which literally cor-
responds with the account of Manctho, that the Hyksos set on
fire the cities and villages, that they demolished the temples
and maltreated the priests. It was a fallen and terrible nation,
as their names Nephilim and Emim imply. The leprous
Egyptians are brought in connection with the Hyksos, by
Manetho; this is another proof that they were the Anakims;
for it is well known, that the oriental leprosy is the produet

*Heyne ad Apollod, 11, 1, 4; Kenrick, Egypt of Herod. II, 182,
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of the Arabian desert, where the Anakims lived under ground;
to this comes yet their propensities for fornication and
bestiality, as described by the ancients; the name Rephaim,
which may signify, those who need to be healed;* and the
statement of Exodus Rabba ii, that the last king of Egypt,
before the exode, was leprous, and bathed in the blood of the
Hebrew children, one hundred and fifty of which were daily
killed to this end, It appears, therefore, that the polluted
Egyptians, mentioned by Manetho, were the remainders of the
Hyksos, who were sent into the same quarries, whereto their
kings formerly sent the Egyptians; that they revolted and were
assisted by those of Palestine. All our sources agree, that the
expulsion of the Hyksos from Egypt, was followed immediately
by the eighteenth dynasty, consequently it was about 1500 s.c.,
when the exode occurred according to sacred chronology; there
is no particle of evidence, that this was not the case. We
may, therefore, take for granted, that the expulsion of the
Hyksos and the exode occurred simultancously. The coming
of the Hyksos to Xios in the Delta, where they first conquered
the Phenician settlers, wherefore Eusebius called them Pheeni-
cian shepherds, could not have occurred before the emigration
of Jacob; for the expedition of the Anakims must have been
after the departure of Jacob from Canaan, so that the death of
Jacob and the coming of the Hyksos to the Delta, was most
likely also simultaneous. The wars between them and the
Egyytians then commenced; and it took a long while before
they succeeded in taking Memphis, to which point they came
from the Delta and from the Isthmus, as the passage in
Chronicles informs us; so that we may take for granted, with
Eusebius, Diodorus and Herodotus, that they ruled over Memphis
a little longer than one century. Manetho, who took his infor-
mation from the nomenclatures of Egyptian temples and from
popular traditions, as he himself confesses, confounded the
facts which occurred at the same period. He most likely col-
lected all the foreign sounding names and set them in connection

* This philological definition was suggested to us by our literary friend,
Rev. W, Rothenheimer.
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with the Hyksos, grouping around them all the traditions he
could learn. Based upon this investigation we may continue
our history, and we will find many biblical passages, which
can not be understood otherwise, but that the Israelites suffered
under the Hyksos or Anakim, wherefore they were afterwards
so much afraid of the Anakim,* and Moses so often noticed
them.

The family of Jacob continued, after the death of the
patriarch, to occupy the province of Goshen; the seventy male
persons, together with the husbands and children of the
daughters of Jacob, and their scrvants (Genesis xlIvi, 7, 26),
rapidly increased to a powerful tribe; their manner of living
and of occupation maintained them unimpaired in physical
strength; their industrious habits, and the wealth then accu-
mulated in Egypt, soon made them an opulent people; and as
the Anakim had overrun Canaan, which the Israelites impos-
sibly counld occupy under such circumstances, the idea of
returning to Canaan, grew fainter as their prosperity in Goshen
increased. The Egyptians befriended them as the family of
their benefactor; they had frequent intercourse with the
Egyptians; so that they were greatly affected by Egyptian
manners, customs, laws, religion, science and superstition.
They were governed as Jacob had ordained cach tribe by its
own chief, while all of them obeyed one chief of the tribe of
Jehudah. Manetho, informs us, that after the death of Jacob
(during the life of whom he supposes Joseph or Salatis to have
reigned) four princes followed after each other, in a period of
one hundred and ninety-one years. He calls them Beon,
Apachnas, Apophis and Jonian, after whom Assis or Moses
followed. These four names may be the same with Jehudah,
Hezron, Ram and Aminadab. This state of things was the
casier maintained by peaceable means, whercas all Egypt was.
then divided into petty kingdoms, one of which, that of Mem-
phis, was, on account of Joseph, particularly well disposed
towards the Hebrews, as the descendants of Israel were called,

#*Numbers xiii, 33; Deutr. i, 28, ix, 2.




CHAPTER II, 55

and so they were looked upon as peaceable neighbors and
friends of the Egyptians. This state of things, which produced
a rapid increase among the Israelites, must have lasted nearly
one century, whercas Joseph lived to the age of one hundred
and ten years, fifty-four years after the death of Jacob; and
Levi, who lived twenty-seven years longer than Joseph, though
not more than four years older than Joseph, must have lived
about eighty years after the death of Jacob; if we add to this
the seventeen years of Jacob’s living in Egypt, it amounts to
nearly one century of peace and uninterrupted tranquility, as
we are informed in the Bible and by Joscphus, that the time of
oppression but begun after the death of Joseph and the whole
of that generation. At the end of the first and at the beginning
of the second century, the Anakims, the Hyksos of Manetho,
the Pheenician shepherds of Herodotus, Diodorus and Eusebius,
succeeded to take Memphis, then a new king arose, who did
not know Joseph. Their first attempts to pass through Goshen
were frustrated Dy the Israelites, who may have lost many a
brave defender of the nation, besides the sons of Ephraim; the
attempts of the Anakims were renewed year after year; until
finally the Israelites, although by nature a strong and fearless
race, still were overcome by the Anakims, who on account of
their numerous warlike expeditions in Canaan, Phenicia, Phe-
listia, and probably also in Greece, were practiced in warlike
enterprises, while the Israelites living for nearly one century in a
state of profound peace, occupied with agricultural pursuits,
could not long offer them effectual resistance. After the
Israclites were overcome, the Anakims leaving a sufficient
garrison among them, and taking along the most active men,
women, and also _children, to sell them as slaves, marched
towards the other Egyptian countries, joining with those coming
from Xois, where they did not meet with much resistance;
as the Egyptians, in consequence of the wealth accumulated
there during the last century, had grown ‘‘lazy and delicate
as to painstaking, and gave themselves up to other pleasures,
and in particular to the love of gain,” as Josephus remarks, The
petty kings were dethroned; the pricsts were divested of their
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political power; the cast of warriors were probably calmed by
being enlisted among the warriors of the invaders; the agricul-
tural and pastoral people, who were a mere zero in the
Egyptian government, could care but little for this sudden
change of government; those who did not submit to the new
king, cither fled to Thebes, or were compelled to obedience by
being sold as slaves to other Egyptians; or they were sent into
the quarries, on the other side of the Red sea. The most dan-
gerous enemics of the invaders, however, were the Israelites,
who had offered them the most effectual resistance, and whom
they hated most violently on account of former occurrences,
wherefore the new Pharaoh said to Ads people, not to the
Egyptians at large, ‘‘ Behold, the children of Israel are more
and mightier than we.” This could not possibly refer to the
whole Egyptian nation; but it was true in regard to the invaders.
The king then continued, “ Come on, let us deal wisely with
them, lest they multiply and it come to pass, that when there
falleth out any war, they join also unto our enemies, and fight
also against us, and so get them up out of the land.”” They
had greatly depopulized Goshen, by seclling into slavery many
of the warriors, together with their families; still they were
afraid of the Hebrews, whom Manetho calls Assyrians, because
the term, Hebrews, is derived from eber, the other side, and so
were all those called who came from beyond the Euphrates;
and the Assyrians once possessed all the land between the
lower Euphrates and Tigris. The Hyksos Pharaoh, therefore,
appointed taskmasters over the people, who not only took
taxes from the people, but also selected the stoutest of them to.
build fortifications in the very heart of their country; so they
fortified Pithom and Raamses or Avaris, which cities, especially
the latter, were garrisoned with large forces, in order to hold
the people in a state of subjection. Besides those fortified
cities, the Hebrews, together with disobedient Egyptians, were
forced to build pyramides, dams, canals, other fortifications
and ramparts, in order to extinguish in them every spark of
liberty; to which end, the taskmasters and such Egyptians
as had bought Hebrew slaves, were instructed to treat them
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with rigid severity. But, notwithstauding these inhuman
meuasures of the government, the Israclites Increased rapidly,
and their numbers hecame a matter of fear to the trembling
invaders, who held the land ‘by foree only, and who had to fear
that an insurrection of the Hebrews would be seconded by the
Egyptian priests, and by the kings of Thebes; therefore the
midwives were Instructed to destroy the male offspring of the
Hebrews immediately after their birth, But the midwives
fearing the Lord, did not kill the innocent children; and so
Pharach commanded all kis people to destroy every new-born
male child of the Hebrews, wherever and whencver found.
Jochebed, the wife and aunt of Amram, the son of Kehath, the
son of Levi, the son of Jacob, at this time gave birth to a male
child, which the mother hid for about three months, that none
of the agents of Pharach should discover and kill it. But the
orders of the king were so rigidly enforced, that she could no
longer conceal her child; she, therefore, laid it in a litile chest,
and setting it on the brink of the Nile, exposed it to the merey
of the finder. Miriam, its sister, stood at some distance to
observe the fate of the child. The daughter of Pharoak had
come down to bathe in the Nile, and she found the weeping
babe. Being moved by the tears of the boy, she, although
knowing that it was a Hebrew child, resclved upon saving it.
When Miriam saw this, she asked the princess whether she
might go and call a nurse to take care of the child; and being
ordered to do so, she called wpon her mother, who came and
reeeived her child from the hands of the princess, with the
promise of good wages i she took proper care of it. The
mother undoubtedly did her duty, and when the child had grown
up, it was brought to the princess, who adopted it as her son,
and named him Moses.* There is no great man in history,
whose birth and cradle is not surrounded with the most extra-
ordinary and marvelous stories, ammouncing to the world that
a great event has taken place. While the Bible narrates, in the

#* Masheh, according to the Bible, becanse drawn out of the water; derived
from the verb maskah, to draw; but, according to ethers, Mo signifies water,
and skek, drawn, in the Egyptian tengue,




58 PERIOD 1.

most simple and touching manmner, the birth and first fate of
Moses, the rabbins, Josephus and Philo, know, that the
Lgyptian magicians predicted his birth and his career; that
God appeared to Amram in a dream, and told him that Moses,
the redeemer of his nation, will be born by his wife; that the
house was filled with light, when the child was born; that he
refused to be nursed by any other woman but his mother;
he was as tall, beautiful and intelligent a child as none was
scen before; that he was never addicted to childish plays, but
always studied and contemplated, so that he at the age of
twelve had outdone all his Egyptian teachers in lcarning and
wisdom. Thesc sayings reappcar so often in ancient history,
that they can not claim the confidence of an intelligent man.
Josephus informs us, that the princess desired her father to
make her adoptive son successor to the crown, which Pharaoh
did. Moses was severely persecuted by the magicians and
priests on this account, and but the assertions of his adoptive
mother could save his life. When he had reached the age of.
maturity, he was placed at the head of an army to march
against Ethiopia, the people of which country, most likely
Thebes, were at war with the (Hyksos) Pharaoh, which also
Manetho mentions. Moses led his army from one victory to
the other, so that the enemy sued for peace, which was
granted; one of the stipulations was, that Moses married
Tharbis, the daughter of the king of Ethiopia.* After Moses
had returncd to Memphis, during that time the Apophis of
Eusebius must have succeeded his father; the jealousy of the
officers at the king’s court had assumed a violent nature; he
had not only the confidence of the Egyptians, but also of the
Hebrews; for when he was great, he went out to his brothers,
and undoubtedly thought of ameliorating their miserable con-
dition. Pharaoh and his officers may have found this politics
dangerous to their own interests; for if he, who possessed the
confidence of the Egyptians and the Hebrews, should succeed,
will he not either expel the invaders, or deprive them of their
power? It was, therefore, decmed necessary to dispose of him

* Vide Numbers-xii, 1..




CHAPTER 1, 59 -

in one way or-other. An opportunity was soon offered., Moses,
trequently mixing among the oppressed people, one day saw an
Tgyptian, who Lilled a Ilcbrew slave;* Moses in his anger
lynched the muvdercr, but knowing as he did, that his name
“was much disliked at court, he covered the corpse with sand.
When he came among them some other day, he found a Hebrew
officer chastising a llcbrew slave, Moses rebuked the assailant,
upon which he was answered, *° Doest thou mean to kill me,
as thou hast killed the Bgyptian?» Moses was afraid the
matter would be brought before Pharaoh, who would improve
this chance to dispose of him, with an appearance of justice.
Iiis apprehension wag not unfounded; Pharuoh, indeed, was
informed of the affair, and intended to have Moses killed, Buat
Mosces was informed of this intention, and left Begypt. 1t was
dangerous for him to flee to Thebes, and throw himself into
the arms of a former enemy; he could not escape across the
Isthmus, whereas the Anakis were in possession of Phelistia,
as well as of Bgypt; thercfore he had to eross the Red sea and
seck shelter in Arabia. It was there that he saw some rude
shepherds driving away some shepherdesses from the troughs,
where they gave water to their flocks; but Moses assisted the
weaker party. When the shepherd girls had come home to
their father, who was a priest of Midian, which according to
Josephus, was a city on the Red sea, called after one of
Abraham®s song by Keturah; they told him of the Egyptian,
who had aided them against the other shepherds; upon which
Moses was sought, found and brought inte the house of the
priest; he agreed to live there, and married Ziphorah, the
daunghter of the priest, Jethro,} and begat with her two sons,
Gershorn and Eliezer,

It must have been a singular contrast for Moses to bo
first a high officer at the court of Egypt, or as Josephus
said, successor to the crown, and now a simple shepherd,

% If the second Vayach signifies he Xilled, the first Macceh being derived
from the same radix, must have the same signifieation.

T An Arabian sheik, as some suppose; the prophet Shoaib, as others sup-
pose; Lhe high priest of the lemple of Medina, as again others suppose,
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He saw first the leurning, civilization, pomp, splendor and
corruption of Egypt; now he saw a simple and peaceable
people in their natural state of purity. In Egypt he saw but
the oppressed and the oppressor; but now he saw a people in

the full enjoyment of liberty. There he heard the priests‘

speak of their seven gods, the sacred animals and vegetables,
kneceling at the shrine of physical nature, and worshiping its
grossest objects; now he saw a people knecling before sun,
moon and stars only, and raising the eye to a blue, ethereal
sky. In Egypt he heard of Hermes, Thaut and Manes; but in
Arabia he heard of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He had heard
the history of the creation of the first human parents, of the
primitive ages, of the flood, from the Egyptians and the
Hebrews, now he heard it from the Arabs—each nation on
the globe has the same stories covered under other fictions—
he compared the myths, and with the help of God, he produced
the first eleven chapters of Genesis, in which the Egyptian and
Arabic accounts, as well as the master pen of Moses, are
plainly visible. He then compared the traditions of the
Hebrews regarding Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, with those of
the Arabs, on the same subject; he also most likely visited all
the spots which traditien had pointed out to him—his exact
knowledge of the geography of Palestine is a plain demonstra-
tion that he must have been in that country—he probably saw
the altars built by the patriarchs, found inscriptions, marks,
and, most likely, also documents; he compared again, exercised
his own judgment; aid, with the help of God, he compiled the
rest of the book of Genesis. He comprehended the mission
which Abraham had adopted for his tribe, and for which the

patriarchs lived and worked; he comprehended the cternal

truths which pervaded the heart of Abraham and his descend-
ants; he was inspired by the sublime virtues and pure life of
his early ancestors; and having confidence in God and in truth,
he was convinced that the sacred verities, which his ancestors
possessed and guarded, in order to maintain them for the world
by their descendants, could not be lost entirely among his
Hebrew brethren in Egypt, although they bad been greatly

L)
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addicted to Egypti:m superstition and corruption; and if they
were yet in possession of a part of those elevating truths, if
they felt yet proudly about the virtues of their noble ancestors;
they were able to shake off the yoke of slavery, form a people
in the sense and will of father Abraham, and eternize the
truths ‘inherited by their ancestors. He then thought of the
wretched condition of his brethren; of the violence and power
of Pharaoh; of the immense strength of his army, and invincible
fortifications; thought of his own inability to inspire the mul-
titude by the power of speech; of the imminent danger con-
nected with such an undertaking. All these ideas struggled
in his great mind against his ardent desire to save his people,
and to eternize the truths which his ancestors possessed and
guarded; and so it came to pass, that one day, when he had
led the flocks of his father-in-law to mount Horeb, ‘“An angel
of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire, out of the
midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush burnt
with fire, and the bush was not consumed.” The bush was
not consumed with the horrid fire; if Israel was not ¢onsumed,
notwithstanding the tyranny of the Hyksos, it could be saved.
He could not find a reasonable cause to satisfy him that his
undertaking must be successful; but he was aware, that he
was going to do a great and good work, and so God promised
him special assistance, by which Moses overcame all the diffi-
culties which struggled in his mind; and so he returned to
Jethro, announcing to him his intention to return to Egypt, took
his wife and children, and after a stay of about for