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- AN EsSAY'-;"
‘on'mn L

TEM PERANCE QUESTION

By ISAAC M. WISE.

: [Reglﬁ before the Friends of :Inqui'ry. in Cinolnnati. ]
~Is it morally wrong to take a glass of beer,
~ wine or Champagne at dlnnﬁr, or at any other
time? .

“Oris it hypocnsy for hypocnsy 8 sake that per-
" song ‘using,such beverages do it secretly as long

- a8 they can hide the fact?

~ Let us-see ﬁrnt what mlght be called morally
wrong, - |
Morn.lly wrong is that which the 1ntelhgence by

' common ‘consent ocalls 80; or, as our religious

friends ma.mta.m, whmh the Blblacharacterlzes as
such. - ‘

drink, as they called it in Hebrew, as a beveraga,

- and ag ingredients of the sacrifices.

_ Among modern nations, the Mohammedans
. only make an exception. They drink no wine
. and eat no pork. We have no statistics to prove

that this has made-them any better, purer or

- wiger than Christians or Jews. They use other

gtimulants and in another form, some of which
are of amunchaste and destructive nature, such
- as gpiomand polygamy
- There i#'no difference in taking the stlmula.nts
in this or ithat form, the effect bemg preoisely the
8aMe,
Outside of the Islamites, however, the use of

"All natfons of anthulty used wine, or strong'
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wine or strong drink as a beverage is common

among all classes of society, excepting, oficourse,

honest and upright temperance people, in our -
 country and in England, who are rather scarce, as
were the Nazarites and Rachabites among the

ancient Hebrews.

~ Well, then, intelligence, by common consent, .
does not declare the use of such beverage as being .

immoral ; hence, it is as moral as eating choice

" food, sleeping on costly couches, promenading or :
seeking amusement a.nd pleasure m any ieglh-:"

mate form. i
What does the Bxble say on thls subject?
Moses certainly had no idea of prohibitingthe

use of wine or strong drink; for he says to the
priest*( Leviticus x. 8): ¢ Wlne and strong drm:k |

'thou shalt not drink, thon and thy sons with thée,

" when ye come into the tabernacle of the congre- -~

- gation,” etc., or wherever and whenever acting in
an official capacity ; but outside thersof no such

_prohibition exists in the Law of Moses for either
prigst or people; and Moses was very. striet in -

 dietary laws.

Whatever was sacrificed upon the altar-—like -

 salt, flour, oil, pigeons, doves, turtle-doves, sr .
Igoats and cattle—was also intended as most de-
jsirable articles for common consumption. - |

i With the exception of the Feast of Bdoths,
' wine was one of the 1ngred1entu of the sacri
i ' and included aleo in the tithes given to the

So it 'was considered one of the necessaries of lifs.

i The law concerning the Nazarite is an exception-
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for the ea.ke of gloomy asoetwe in whwh the |
© Orientt abounded.

. Whaﬁev&r Moses dld not prohibit the prophets
 did mot.
- Isaial, upbraiding the wea.kness of his people,

says: “ Thy wine is adulterated with water,” and

" . the- Psa.lmlstz sings : ‘Aud Wme gladdens the -
+ heart of man.” o

.. Rachabltes are pra.lsed by Jeretmah for f.nmr'

_obedience to their father’s teachings, without any

s reeommendatlon whatever of the custom.’
The ancient Hebrews called the public banqdet '

" mishteh;% adrinking occasion.” They opened and
closed every meal on Sabbath or holidays with

‘wihe, closed the: ‘Babbath with wine, and solemin-

ized marriages again with wine, as is the case:to

this- day 'among the orthodex Jews, who must
have winsé to perform their religious duties well.
Moses  and the Talmud are not opposed to the -
' use of wine or strong drink. - The Jew might con- -
. sider it superfluous to be more orthodox than -

Moses, the prophets, or the rabbis of old. ,
_ I did not suceeed in ﬁnding in the New Testa-
" ment that anything *going into the mouth’ is

- sinful. Jesus and his diseiples did drink wine,

that is certain, even at the last suppei' so did the

primitive Christians, as Paul says, and 50 does the '

* Churek to this day. .
. “There is not & passage'in the New Testarnent
which prohibits the use of wine or strong drink

ag a beverage, and it is difficult for Christians of
- the ninefdenth century to be more orthodox thaq ‘

- Jesus a,nd hls aposﬂes. L
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Therefors, it must be admitted that intelligence, |

by common consent, and the Bible of both Jews
and Christians, do not consider it & moral wrong ;
hence, it is not & moral wrong to use wine or

strong .drink as a beverage. This admitted, it

follows that you have no right to tell this or that

an, “I may, but you shall not take a glass of
wine; it is moral for me, but immoral for you,’””
-unless you argue from the principle of economy,
which makes no moral wrong. of the thing itself.

Let us examine for 2 moment into the arga--

ment of economy. It is maintained that the
products of nature and industry are for the sugte-
nance and comfort of all. Ifone uses and wastes
g0 much more than his just share as a person,
another must be deprived of his, 7. ¢, provided

there is no more than exactly enough for all.
Therefore, to waste God’s gifts, they say, is in-,

direct theft. The materials changed into fer-

mented beverages are wasted, turned to useless

purposes,
It is not established in my mind that this pro=

‘positlon will be indorsed by modern practitioners -
‘of medicine, who stimulate patients to qulcken o

the functmns of the organism.
i It is not decided in phyalology and dietetios

-that the alcoholic ingredients in man’s food are
superfluous. Nor is it satisfactorily established

\tha.t men who must perform a certain amount of

labor in a given time and under exhaustive cir- .
'eumstances can de without stimulants, and in :
.Jjugtice to their health and vigor. But theee being -
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;'_ ntnﬁﬂy suientlﬁc questmns, I can not dlscuss |
them-here.

We know that many a gem of peetry and song
owes- its existence to a smile of beauty, or an
affectionate glance from bright éyes. :

We alsol know that many -others, and no leas

: " charming beauties of poetry and music, owe their
. existenceto a cup of old wine.

We know, furthermore, that talent and genius

~ sleep on the calm mirror of imagination ; they rise
“and flash forth their innate fire by the undula-

tions of the phantasy, as the ocean shows its

~a11very hue by hlgh towering waves. -

. Genius ‘'and happiness ‘delight in undulated

' 1ma;g1na.t10n But this is & psychologial question,

to which I'ean not do justice here. -
" 'We know that nine tenths of all human bein gs

“nse stimulants' in this or that ‘form, hence, if -

common ushige proves anything, it can not be
called superfluous or a waste of material. Still
we will not insit upon th's disputed point. For
argument’s sake, let us admit it is one of the
many forms of waste common to clvﬂlzed soclety,

- and g6 consider the poiat. _
~Now I wﬂl say nothing about our good ladies™

bonnets, ﬂowers, feathlers, braids, curls and but-
terflies; niot a word about laces, ribbons, velvets,
silks, scarfs, saghes, tassels, fringes, chatelains,

. -fans and parasols; not a mention of necklaces,
bracelets. ear-rings, fjnger rings, breasgplns hair-

ping, of clird cases and porte-monnaies, chains,
watohes, lockets and oliarms ; not a whisper about

| . puﬁ% vetls, panniers or ﬂounces d:amonds, gar-

-
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. nets, carbuncles, emeralds, sa.pplmea, amethysts, . - * 2
~ ambers, rubies, opals, pearls, or glass besdsgfor = !
I reslly think if it wero not for the beautiful wari- )
aty of woman’s dress, in ehapes, coloxs and tex~ L
~ tures, theee streets and houses would look ae pro- '
saio and as monotonous as a-coal-mine, . .. . S
Speaking of waste, I am merely going to make
war on the gentlemen’s buttons, Every one wears
" .at least one ddzen of buttons on his coat, when:
-actually, in summer, he needs none, and.in win- - o~
‘ter four will do him. This waste of buttonscosts =~ =~ |
‘the country no less than five mllhons of dollars & o '
-year, which is clearly wasted. :
It is true, the land producing wine, or corn, bar : :
ley and hops, ueed in making fermented liquors, . - - |
‘might serve better purposes; so might the fields SR |
- and meadows yielding oats and hay for our aris- . o+ - R
tocrats’ horses be also,used for better purposes ; S
and the material and labor squandered in the oo
“construction of gala carriages, and gala furniture, '
~-would build comfortable houses for a.ll the poor .- - |
families in this country. S | I
1 But here I bave inadvertently run my subjeqtf R |
¢, - . intd the province of national economy, to which I, —
i | can not dojustioce here.
i . Civilized society has ideas of its own in inis
| | respect, especially the friends and patmns of gam-
~ merce and industry.
' In national economy it makes no dlﬁ'erence . -
| whether so and so many thousands of pexrsons = . °
derive their support from the manufacture apd. |
| sale of fermented liquors or gi}k ribbons, cigazepy
i heerwines or matches, Champagne or brageleta;.

M

R TR T ST W ST A

g
-
——.
e 3

P

: Va

o
!




' ment.

' aolemn woy

—_8
It 1& all waste, in ‘one sanse, and none in na-

tippal economy.
Therefors, the same right whmh t.huh poox gu-l

l' . haa:to purchase cheap trinksets, looking from a

diatanes like that wealthy lady’s postly jewels,
the same right has the pror yen te purohase his
chéap (drigk, and to derive the same satisfaciion

- from it as Mr. Toplofty does from his imported

Ohampagna and Habaunas ; more 89, even, for the

‘. Ioney spent by tbe former remalns in the coua:

try,:

or'strong rink can not be. called immoral, impi-

ous, ungodly, or even a waste of property ; not
' even by ,thqae whose terrmno_l_ogy is shaped by
"~ .. 'the extra di¢tionary, supposed to have besn re-:

visged by the Holy Spirit, which editiong are very
oheap and extremely. usgful in shapmg things for

, _the popular markef.

. But it i3, not the uae, itie the a.buse, of the thmg
which is the };ause of the complumt and excite-,

The. lntémp rate use of wine and strong drmk

' degra.das hrutalizes, ruins body and soul, stupe-
.+ figs readon, benightens the judgment, and is fro-
" quently the catise of shocking crime and untimely

death, of sor w and aﬂ‘iiction, of ipbnnity and

L suwlde

It is inebriety against w‘mch Moses holds up '
Noah and, bis degraded son Ham, Lot and his
* dgluded d,aughters, againgt which Solomon and
. Iapiaby, and. many other propheta and sages speak
3:1 af admombmn and rebuke..

If this is: correct lt follows that the usa of wme
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The abuse is a calamity, whwh for the sake of
humasnity, ought to be remedmd by Jnst and

proper means.

Here s story of the Talmud must be narrated.
A heathen asked a rabbi: “ If your God hates our-.
gods and idole, why does he not destory them if
he is almighty?” ‘ You worship sun, moon, stars,

mountains, rivers, and all the various objects of

nature,” the rabbi replied ; “ can you expect of the

~All-wise God that he destroy his beautiful crea-
tion on account of some foolish men?” This, _
. indeed, is the real point at issue.

Is it proper, just and wise to destroy and prb-:

' hibit the use of anything, not improper in itself,-

' on account of some foolish or wicked men who" . |
brutally abuse God’s gifts?

Is it just and wise to punish the innocent in

.' order to reach the guilty ones?

. Have we any right, or is it common usage in
the civilized world, to prohibit things because -

~ they are liable to abuse by the imprudent or un-

. i

I
1
i
|
|

just?
Let us quote parallel cases, and decide by an-

alogy.

One of the most horrible causes of calamity and

crime, of the loss of honor and virtue, and the
destruction of happiness and life, is money.

My time is too brief, the wildest imagination
too feeble to depict a mére fraction of the woes

~ and crimes caused by money. [t makes rognes -
of honest men, and villaine of generous souls.’

- It blinds the eyes of the wise, and perverts the
words of the rlghteous S T -

.m.
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Momy makes slaves, hypacrltea gamblers,'-_

- . thieves, robbers and assassins. ‘
" - Money; alas! ruins virtue, beguiles mnooence,
- ‘turns-uprightnessinto falsehood outweighshonor
. and patriotism, brings wickednese, shame and bru-
tality.

~Thousands of souls are.lost, other thousands
~ lamguish in penitentiaries and houses of correc-
" tion, hundréds expire on the gallows, countless
~ hearts are broken, and families rnined by the
curse, -or rather abuse, of money and the corrupt
. appetite to possess it, more, still more, of it.

" Brethren, let us pray, sing and preach to abol- - kn
" ish and utterly prohibit all sorts of money, which

. .is Satan’s medium to purchasge lost souls.

Brethren, let us pray for all those poor ginners - -

who use money. :
But before iwe do, let us look upon another

and proba.bily no less fatal souree and cause of '
orime, ghame and destruction—its name is fux-.

ury. I do not mean effeminacy; sensuality and.

- lasciviousness ; I mean extravagant indulgencein-
.. . expensive diet, costly dress and equipage ; to out-
- shine and outlive. if possible, every other person.

‘ Is there any degradation of human nature to
~ which an uqsale luxury has not misled thousands
- of God’s crpatures? : i

1s; sthere dny oategory of shame or crim9 which -

hag not regeived its victims from the oorruptmg

' ‘hall of extravaga.nce? SRR o
Ib is the’ apmh pomp and madman’s maaquor»t

. The wealthy; alas! as well as the poor give and .
- take, bribes to cripple the arm of justice.

e
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ade which ruin persons and families, foroe bugi'—
ness men into bankruptey and suicide, and ipno-.
cent parsons into the dens of shame and orime.
You have heard of public men who must sacri-
fice their honor to keep up the caprlcious stylo
and tone of the day. - Gl
You hear and see daily the exchange of punty :
for trumpery, and of veraclty for ghttermg and

| “deceitful maequerades

"Purgatory is not large enough to hold all the' '

* vietims of insane luxury.

Well, then, let usg have a revwal and cloae alk

"~ gtores whlch offer for sale such a._bomlna.ble arti- -

" cles. oﬂ‘ermg that horrible temptation to the inno--

cent, ruining so many souls and families, 80 many

. helpless women and children.

Let us form calico societies, muslin unions apd
leather clothes associations, _a.nd let us move back
into Adam's paradise, because ever 80 many peo-
ple abuse God’'s gifts in this world. '

I8 there anything in this wide universe, how- o
| ever blessed and necessary, that can not be
. abused? ‘

Among sall the feelings of the human heart
none give us more delight or genuine happiness:
than the love and affection which unite spouses
in perpetual and reciprocal esteem, friendship
and sympathy. K

Look upon the shocking crimes and nameless
woes emanating from the abuse of fha,t. mdentloal
love of the sexes. :

Jealousy is the progenitor of hatmd life long
~and implacable animosity, bratal h_o_auhtles murs

N\
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der- and aulelde a.nd all that is of dally oceur -
rence. . . .
Physmi&nl only know how many thousands:
lose health; cheerfulness snd happiness, the:
noblest funotions of seul and body; how many
are carried to an early grave ; how many poor and
guiktless children. suffer, wither and perish, and.
all this by the abuse of the holiest and most

" generous feelings of the human heart.

{ will not shock your feelings by recountmg
the woes, vices: and crimes narrated daily by the
press, the siocial evil, the abortions, the found-
limgs. It is enough to know and understand
what abuse will do.

 Nbw, ladies and gentlemen, let us meet the evil -

| at the root,

-~ ‘The main |cﬁuse of all these evils is beauty o

There shall'be no beanty. We will tolerate none. -
-But'as our; good wives, sisters and daughters
oan not help being beautiful, and we do not like to ,
‘see them:do like the sister of Frederick the Great,
who wanton]y destroyed the beauty of her face,
let” us build har®ms and keep every beautifal

. dame or damsel locked up and well watched until

& eomamittee of grave and honorable judges shall
declare. her decidedly ugly. Then ehe may go
forth-into this wicked world mthout danger to
herself or.others.

‘Take religion itself and see what abuse will
m‘#"m’ﬁu .
- All.the barbarous cruelties which man in his
~ hrate rage ‘coudd inflict on man, outrages of all
degcriptions - were committed, persecutione of




B DN ML S

____14&

individuals and nations ‘were+decreed and exe~

cuted in cold blood, destructive wars were waged,
millions of men were made miserable, and othe?
millions slain-—all by the abuse of religion, -

And just now, generous dames and damsels are "
misled to abuse prayer and benediction them-
Eselvas, to take the name of the Lord. their God in -

. vain, and make public demonstrations—ladies

| neither criminal nor immoral per se, it weakens

make public demonstrs.tlons—under the influence
of abused religion. '

- There is nothing so holy, 80 subhme, 80O dlvme o

that 'man in his delusion can not abuse. -

Shall God destroy his beautiful creation- be-'

~ cause foolish men worship the objects of nature?

* - Can we abolish money; luxury, beauty or relig-

ion, love or prayer, because they are abused and
become the sources and causes of mmery, afflic-
tion, shame, crime and ruin?
I-Inma.n nature and the owﬂwed world respond
emphatically, No! RIS
| If the law prohibits that whlch i8 not orlmma.l
‘or ‘immoral per se, it is despotw, challenges re-
-gistance, renders itself contemfftlble undermines
the respect for good and necessary laws, makeg
' hypocrites and hidden rebels, and defeata its own
i ends. It demoralizes.
* If public opinion stlgmatlzes that which i8

| itsolf and renders itself powerless. . R

on liquor to-day, they may be abused to-merrow,
" on the-same principle precisely, to perseoute snd

. pray out of their houses and homes, Freemasons,

CRRI T e e L TR LT T e T e e RO

If religion and prayer are abused to. wage war
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B | Catholms, formgnem, mﬁdels, or anybody who is
not fashianable, sujts not the tastee of his neigh-
bors, or does not conform to vulgar prejudices,

If ‘the passions may be ignited with impun-
ity to overnde and defy the law and the Con-

‘f-_’-’ .. stitution, in this or that form, or by any means,

L it matters not how or what, we stand at thebrink

¢ . oflawless despotism, and the gates are ajar forall - ,
v o _"8orts of violehce and persecution, oppresmon a.nd_ _ e

destriiction. of all péersonal rights. ‘
- As practical a people of common gense as we
_ are, let us keep in mght that-the passions once
-aronged invariably end in miachief and destroy. -
 the very. thing they mean to build up. e L
- Their passions once fully aroused mayleaduws -~ - - - | i
. back. into all the excesses and brutalities of the .- = "
.. Middle Ages; | = . - S RO S
" -No na.tlon &n ea.rth ancient or modem, can L '
‘boast of respecting higher or treating betterthe .. -
women of their country than we do nos do any
deserve it better. -
o We are willing to grant them equal nghta in
* o every respect, but we muat refuse to be governed
- 7 by them. - | “
s - Letthem notput us to shame before the clvilized
- world ag a priest-ridden and wowman-ridden peo-
- ple, after the heroiem of our soldiers, the genius
of our inventors, and the liberty of our country S
~have filled all with admiration. . !
- There are plenty of means at our command to . = -
protect the community against the abusa of liquor,
.and any. other abuses; but passion, fanaticism .
despotic laws, pneatomﬂi and ‘changing the

wt
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coursé of naturé in subjeéting the law %@ Pussfoﬁ !

and. man to fetnale dmtation,”wlll nevert actmtﬁﬂ
plisk any. " '
‘There -aré means at our dommand to ahebk o
inebriety and excess, and I am willing to amsist’
in reducing them to praotice but it is not the

~ theme of this essay.

Here I wanted to establish 'ﬂhis v S
“I. ‘The use of wine or Btrong ‘dhnk as’a bever—

~age is no moral wrong, nor ean 1t pfrdpierly be’
. called a waste of property ' :
“II. Whatever is not Wwrong to one ‘clh‘.és of o‘u'r‘ o

: _people can not be made 8o to &ny‘ bﬁhe‘i"i’nf o doE s

cratic country. - S A SR

ITL. The abuse of a.nythmg not cmmmbﬂ or -
immmoral per se does not justify the ﬂbol’i&i‘on bf
prohibition thereof. -

IV Penal or prohibitory laws a.gs.inat gctaor
usages not oriminal or-immoral in themselves
defeat the very end and object of dll Iaw.

V. The abuse of religion and prayer 'ty worse’
than the abuge of liquor, - * = RS

V1. ‘The present crusade will nos réfriedy. the’
evil; it is contrary tolaw'and liberty, and itnakes’
us. r1d1cn10us in the eyes of the divilizet whildk.

The deeres of King Ahasuerus, the ‘ml&r of
| Medo-Persia, reads: - R

“That every man be ruler-in his houge, hd
speak accordlng to the t@nguc of his ay;eopla"’

[ l‘




